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THOUGHTS 4LAND SENTIMHENTS
ON THE

EVIL OF SLLVERY

One law, and onc mamer shall bc for -you, end for the stranger that
' sojourneth with you; and therefore, all things whatsoever ye
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them,

NlIEb. XV. 16._‘—Math. Vii. 12.

As several 1earnéd gentlemen of distinguished abilities, as well as
eminent far their great humanity, liberality end candour, have written
variéus essays against that infamous traffic of the Africen Slave
Trade, carried on with the West-Indie plantérs and merchants, to the
groeat shaﬁe and disgrace of all Christian nations wherever it is
admitted in .any of their territories, or in any place or situation
ahongst them; it cannot be amiss that I should thankfully acknowledge
these ‘truly worthy and humane gentlemen with the warmest sense -of
gratitude, for their beneficent and laudeble endeavours towards e
total suppression of thet infamous and iniquitous traffic of stealing,
kid-nepping, buying, selling, and cruelly enslaving men} '
' -+ Those
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Thosc who have endeavoured to restore to their fellow-
creatures the common rights of nature, of which especially the poor
unfortunate Black People have been so unjustly deprived, cennot
feil in meeting with the applausé of all good men, and the epprobation
of that which will far evor redound to their honor; they have the
werrant of that which is divine: Open thy mouth, judge righteously,

plead the ceuse of the poor and needy; for the libersl dcviseth
liberal things, cnd by liberal thing shell stend. .nd they cen say
with the pious Job, Did not I weep for him that was in trouble; was
not my soul grieved for the poor?

' 'Ihe kind exertions of many benevolent and humene gentlemen,
against the iniquitous traffic of slavery eand oppression, has been
attended with. much. good to many, and must redound with great honor to
themselves, to humanity and their country; their laudable endeavours
have been productive of the most beneficent effects in preventing
that savage barbarity from teking place in free countries at home,

In this, as well as in many other respects, there is one class of
people (whose virtues of probity and humanity are well known) who
are worthy of universal approbetion and imitation, becausc, like men
of honor and humanity, they have jointly agreed to carry on no slavery
and savage barbarity among them; and, since the last war, some
mitigation of slavery has been obtained in some respective districts
of America, though not in proportion to their own vaunted claims of
freedom; but it is to be hoped, that they will yet go on to make a -
further and greater reformation. However, notwithstanding all
that has been done and written against it, thet brutish barbarity,
and unparalelled injustice, is still car-
ried
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ried on to a very greet extent in the colonics, and with an avidity
as insidious, cruel and oppressive as ever. The longer that men
continue in the practice of evil and wickedness, they grow the more
abandoned; ' for nothing in history oan equal the barbarity and oruelty
of the .tortoures end murders committed under various pretences in
modern slavery, except the annals of the Inquisition and the bloody
gdicts of Popish massacres,

-, It 1s therefors manifest, that something else ought yet to
be done; end what is required, is evidently the incumbent duty of all
men of enlightensd understanding, and of every man that has any claim
or affinity to the neme of Christian, that the base treatment which
the Afripen Slaves undergo, ought to be abolished; and it is more-
over evident, thet the whole, or any part of that iniquitous traffio
of slavery, can no where, or in any degree, be admitted, but among
those who must eventually resign their own cleim to any degree of
sensibility and humanity, for that of barbarians and ruffians,

'Dﬂ; it would be needless to arrenge an history of all the
base treatment which the African Slaves are subjected to, :.n order to
shew the exceeding wickedness ‘and evil of that insidious traffic, as
the whole mey eaai.'l.y appearv in every part, and at every view, to be -
wholly and totally inimicel to every idea of justice, equity, reasa .
end humanity, What I intend to advance ageins1; that evil, criminal
and wicked traffic of enslavixig n;'en', are only somo Thoughts and ,
Sentiments which occur to me, es be:.ng obvious from the Scriptures
of Divine Truth, or aich arguments as are chiefly deduced from
thence, with other such observaﬁ.ons as I have been zble to

collect.
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collect. Some of these observotions may lead into a large

field of consideration, than thet of the African Slave Trade alone;
but those causes from wherever they ori inate, and become the
production of slavery, the cvil effects prouuced by it, must shew

that its origin and sourcc is of e wicked and criminel nature,

No necessity, or ‘any ‘situation ‘of men, howexier poor,
pitiful and wretchel they mey be, can werrant fhém to rob otheré,
or oblige them to become thieves, beceuse thaqy are poor, miserable
and wretched: But the robbers of men, the kid-nappers, ensnarers-
and sla{re-holders, who taeke away the common rights and privileges
of others to support and onrich themselves, ere universally those
pitiful and detestable wretches; for the ensnaring of others;,
and teking away their liberty by slavery and oppression,.is
the worst kind of robbery, as most opposite to every precept *
and injunction of the Divine Law, and contrery to thet command
which enjoins thet all men should lovc: their neighbours as Lo
themselves, and that they shculd do unto others, as they would
that men should do to them, As to any other laws the.tmsléve-
holders may make among themselves, as respectmg slaves, they can
be of no better kind, nor give them any better character, than
what is implied in the common report-—--that there may be some
honesty among thieves. This may seen a ha.rsh comparlson, but
the parallel is so coincident that, I must say, I can f:md no
other way of expressing my Thoughts end Sentiments, w1thout

meking use of some harsh words and comperisons against the
carriers on of such sbandoned wickedness. But, in this little
undertaking, I must humbly hope the impartial reader will excuse

such
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such defects as may arise from want of better education; and as to
the resentment of those who can lay their cruecl lash upon the backs
of thousands, for e thousand times less crimes then writing against
their enormous wickedncss and brutal avarice, is whet I may be sure
‘to meet with. |

However, it cannot but be very discouraging td a men of
my. complexion in such en ettempt as this, to mcet wifhithe evil
aspersions of some men, who say, "That an Afriocen is not entitled"
to any competent degree of knowledge, or "capable of imbibing any
sentiments of probity;" end that neture designed him for same
inferior "link in the chain, fitted only to be a slave." But
when I meet with those who make no seruple to deel with the human
species, as with the beasts of the earth, I must think them not
only brutish, but wicked and base; and that their aspersions are
insidious and false: And if such men can boast of greater degrees
of knowledge, than any African is entitled to, I shall let them '
enjoy all the advantages of it unenvied, as I fear it consists
only in a greater share of infidelity, and thet of & blacker kind
than only skin deep, And if their complexion be not what Ivmay
suppose, it is at least the nearest in resemblance to an infernal
hue, ~ A good men will neither speak nor do as a bad man will; but
if a man is bad, it makes no difference whether he be a black or a
white devil. -

By some of such complexion, as whether black or white
it matters not, I was early snatched away from my native.country,
with about eighteen or twenty more boys and girls, as we were
pleying in a field. We lived but a few days journey from the
coast where we were'kid-napped, and as we were docoyed and drove
along, we were soon conducted to.a factory, and from thence, in

the
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the fashionable way of traffic, consigned to Grenada. Perhaps it may
not be amiss to give a few remarks, as some account of myself, in this
transposition of capacity. '

I was born in the city of Agimaque, on the coast of Fantyn; my
father was a companion to the chief in the part of the country of
Fantee, and when the old king died I was left in his house with his
family; soon after.I was sent for by his nephew, Ambro Accasa, who
succeeded the old king in the chiefdom of that part of Fantee known
by the name of Agimaque and Assinee, I lived with his children,
.enjoying peace and tranquillity, about twenty moons, which, according
to thelr way of reckoning time, is two years. I was sent for to
visit an uncle, who lived at a considerable distance from Agimaque. .
The first day aftter we set out we arrived at Assinee, and the third
day at my uncle's habitation, where I lived about three months, and
was then thinking of returning to my father and young companion at
Agimaque; but by this time I had got well acquainted with some of
the children of my uncle's hundreds of relations, and we were some
days too ventursome in going into the woods to gather fruit and cateh
birds, and such amusements as pleased us. One day I refused to go
with the rest, being rather apprehensive that something might happen
to us; $i1l one of my play-fellows said to me, because you belong.
to the great men, you are afraid to vernture your crrcase, or else of
the bbunsam, which is the devil. This enraged me so much, that I
set a resolution to join the rest, and we went into the woods as
usual; but we had not been above two hours before our troubles began,

when
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when several great ruffians came upon us suddenly, end said we had
committed a fault ageinst their 1ord end we must go and answer for

it ourselves before him,

) Some of us 'attempted in vain to run away, but pistols and cute
lasses were soon introduced threatenmg, that if we offered to stir
we should all 1ie dead on the spot. One of them pretended to be
more friendly than the rest, and said, that he would speak to their
lord to gef us clear, and desired that we should follow him; we were
then immediately divided into different parties, and drove after him,
Wo were soon led out of the way which we hw, end towards the eve-
ning, as we came in sight of a town, they told us that this great
man of theirs lived there, but pretended it was too late to go and
see him that n:.ght Next morning there came three other men,
whose language differed from ours, and spoke to soke of those who ’
watohed us all the n:lght but he that pretended to be our f'r:lend w:lth
the great man, and some_others, were gone away, We asked our |
keepers what these men had been saying to them, and they answered,
thet they had been asking them, and us together, to go and feast
with them thet day, and that wo must put offseeing the great men
+111 after; 1little thinking that our doom was so nigh, or that these ,'
villains meant to feast on us as their prey. We went with them u
again sbout helf a day's journey, and came to & great multitude of
people, having different music playing; and all the day after we
got there, We were wery merry with the music, dancing and singing.
Towards the evening, we were again persuaded that we could not gef
back to where the great man lived till next day; and when bed-

time
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time came, we were separated into different houses with different
people, When the next:hornlng came, I asked for the men that brought
me there, and for the rest of my cohpanions; and I was told that they .
were gone to the sea side to br1ng home some rum, guns and powder,
and that some of my companlons were gone with them, and that scme were
gone to the fields to do somethlng or other. This gave me strong
suspiclon that there was some treachery in the cause, end I began to
think that my hopes of returning home’ agaln were all over, T soon
became very uneasy, not know1ng what to do, and refused to eat or
drink for whole deys together, till ‘the man of the house told me that
he would do all in his poirer to get me back to my uncle; then I eat
a little fruit with him, and had some thoughts that I should be sought
after as I would be then missing at home about five or six dqys.
I enqpired every dey if the men had come back, and for the rest of my
compani ons, but could get no ‘answer of any satisfaction, I was kept
about six days at this man's house, and in ‘the evening there was
another man came and talked w1th him & good while, and I heard theé
one say to the other he must go; and the other said the sooner the
better; that man came out and told me that he knew my relations at
Agimaque, end that we must set out to-morrow mornlng,_and he would
convey me there. Accordlngly we set out next day, and travelled t111 |
dark, when we came to a place where we had some supner and slept, '
He oarried a large bag with some gold dust, whi oh he seid he had tow
buy some goods at the sea side to take with him to Agimaque. Next '
dey we travelled on, end in the evening came to a town, where I saw

: several o

 white
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white people, which made mo afraid that they would eat me, according
to our notion as ohildren in the inland parts of the country, This
made me rest very uneasy all the night, and next morning I had some -
vioctuels brought, desiring me to eat and make haste, as my guide and -
Id-napper t61d me that he had to go to the castle with some company
that were going there, as he had told me before, to get some goods.
After I was ordered out, the horrors I soon saw and felt, cannot be
well desoribed; I saw many of my miserable countrymen chained two
and two, some hand-ouffed, and some with their hands tied behind,
We were oonducted along by a guard, and when we arrived at the osstle, -
I asked my guide what I was brought there for, he told me to learn
the ways of the browfow, that is the white faced people. I saw
him:take a gun, a plece of cloth, and some lead for me, and then he
told-me that he must now leave me there, and went off, This made
me ory bitterly, but I was soon conducted to a prison, for three da;vs, :
where I heard the groans and ories of many, and saw some . of my fellow-
captives. But when a vessel arrived to conduct us away to the ship,
it was a most horrible scene; there was nothing to be heard but , .
rattling of chains, smacking of whips, and the groans and'ories of
our fellow men, Some would not stir from the ground, when they
were lashed and beat in the most horrible manner. I have forgot |
the name of this infernel fort; but we were taken in the ship that
came for us, to another that was ready to sall from Cape Coast. ..
When we were put into the ship, we saw several black merchants‘ coming
on board, but we were all drove into our holes, and not. suffered to

speak to any of them, In this s:l.tuat:.on

we
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we continued several days in sight of our native land; but I could
find no good person to give any information of my situation to Accasa
at Agimaque., And when we found ourselves at last teken away, death
was more preferable thean life, and a plan was concerted amongst us,
that we might burn and blow up the ship, and to perish éll together
in the flames; but we were betrayed by onc of our ommn countrywomen,
who slept with some of the head men of the ship, for it was common
for the dirty filthy sallors to take the African ‘women and 1ie upon
their bodies; but the men were chained and pent up in holes. It
was the women and boys whioh were to burn the a;.hip, with the appro-
bation and groans of the rest; though that was prevented, the dis-
covery was likewlse a cruel bloody scene, -

But it would be needless to give a description of all the horrible
scenes which we saw, and the base treatment which we met with in this
dreadful captive situation, as the similar cases of thousands, which
suffer by this infernal traffic, are well known., Let it suffice to
say, -that I was thus lost to my dear indulgent parents and relations,
and they to me, X1l my help was cries and tears, and these could
not avail; nor suffered long, till.one succeeding woe, and dread,
swelled up together., Brought from a state of innocence and freedom, -
and, in a barbarous and-cruel menner, conveyed to a state of horror
and slavery: This abandoned situation rney be casier conceived than
described, From the time that I was kid-nepped and conducted to
a faotory, and from then in the brutish, base, but fashionable way
of traffic, consigned to Grenada, the grievous thoughts which I.then

felt, still pant in nmy heart; though my fears
and
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and tears have long since subsideds And yet it is still grievous to
think that thousands more have suffered in similar and greater dise
tress, under the hands of barbarous robbers, and merciless task-
masters; and that meny even now are suffering in all the extreme
bitterness of grief and woe, thet no language can describe., The
ories of some, and the sight of their misery, may be seen and heard
afar; but the deep sounding groans of thousands, and the great sad-
ness of their misery and woe, under the heavy load of oppressions
and calamitles inflected upon them, are such as can only be distinctly
kmown to the ears of Jehovah Sabaoth,

This Lord of Hosts, in his great Providence, and in great mercy
to me, made a way for my deliverance from Grenada, - Being in this
dreadful ceptivity and horrible slavery, without any hope of delive-
rence, for about "eight or nine months, beholding the most dreadful
scenes of misery and cruelty, and seeing my miserable companions -
often oruelly lashed, and as it were ocut to pieces, for the most tri-
fling faults; this made me often tremble and weep, but I escaped
better than many of them., For eaeting a piece of sugarsane, some
were oruelly lashed, or struck over the face to knock their teeth outs
Some of the stouter ones, I suppose often reproved, and grown hardened
and stupid with many cruel beatings and lashings, or perhaps faint
and pressed with hunger and hard labour, were often committing tres-
passes of this kind, and when detected, they met with exemplary pun-
ishment., Some told me they had their teeth pulled out to deter
others, and to prevent them from eating any cane in future, Thus

seeing my miserable companions and countrymen
' in
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in this pitiful, distressed and horrible situation, wdth all the bruti-
sh baseness and barbarity attending it, could not but fill nv.littie
mind with horror and indignation. But I must own, to the shaxﬁe of

my own cquntz_‘ymen, that I was first kid-napped and betrayed by some .
of my own complexion, who were the first cause of my exile a.nd slavery;
but 1f there were no buyers there would be no sellers., So. far as I
can remember, some of the Africans in my country keep slaves, which
thay._tgke in war, or for debt; but those which they keep are well
fed, and good ocare taken of them, and trecated well; and, as to thelr
cloat}_ling, they differ according tq _the custom of the country. But

I may safely say, that all the poverty and misery that eny of the
1:ﬂ1a.‘bitants of Af‘fica ‘xhéet with emong themsélves, is far inferior to
those inhosp:ltable reg:.ons of misery which they meet with in the West~-
Indies, where their hard-hearted overseers have nelther regard to the .
laws of God nor the life of their f‘ellow—men.

Thanks be to God, I was delivered from Grenada, and that horz'.ld
brutel slavery, ——— & gentleman coming to England, took me for his
sexrvant,- and brought me away, where I soon found my situation become. .
more agreeable, After coming to Englend, and seeing others write
and read, I had a strong desire to learn, and getting what assistance
I could, I applied myself to learn reading and writing, which soon
became my recreation, pleasure, and duilgas, and vinen Ly master per- .
ceived that I could write some, he sent me to a proper school for
that purpose to learn. Since, I have endeavoured to improve my -
mind in reading, and have sought to.get all the intelligence I could,

: in my situation of 1ife, towards the state of

ny
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my brethreh‘and'countrymen in complexion, and of the miserable situae
tion of those who arc barbarously sold into captivity, and unlawfully
held in slaveny. .

But among other .observations, ‘one great duty I owe to Almighty
God, (the thankful acknowledgement I would not omit for any consideras=
tion).fhat, although I have been brought away from my native .country,
in that torrent of my robbery and wickedness, thanks be to God for his
good pr&vidence towerds me; I have both obtained liberty, and acqu-
ired the great advantages of some little learning, in belng able to
read and write, and, what is still infinitely of greater advantage,
I trust, to know something of HIM who is that God whose providence
rules over all, and who is the only Potont One that rules in the
nations over the children of men, It is unto Him, who is the Prince
of the Kings of the earth, that I would give all thanks, And, in
some mannér, I may say with Joseph, as he did with respect to the
evil intention of his brethren, when they sold him into Egypt, that
whatever evil intentions and bad motives those insidious robbers had
in oarrying me away from my native country and friends, I trust, was
what the Lord intended for my good., In this respect, I am highly
indebted to many of the good people of England for iéarﬁihg and
principles unknown to the people of my native 6ountry. But, above
all, what have I obtained from the Lord God of Hosts, the God of the
Christians! in that divine revelation of the only true God, and the
Saviour of men, what & treasure of wisdom and blessings are involved?
How wonderful is the dlvine goodness displayed in those invaluable

o ‘books the 014 and New Testaments,

o that
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that inestimable compilation of books, thec Bible? And, O what
a treasure to have, and one of the greatest advantages to be able to
read therein, and a divine blessing to understand*!

But, to return to my subject, I begin with the Cursory Remarker,
This man stiles himself a friend to the West-India colonies and their
inhabitants, like Demetrius, the silverswmith, a man of some considerw
eble abllities, seeing their craft in danger, a craft, however, not
8o innocent and justifiable as the making of shrines for Diana,
though that was basc and wicked cnough to enslave the minds of men
with superstition and idolatry; but this craft, and the gain of these-
oraftsmen, consists in the enslaving both soul and body to the oruel .
1dolatry, end most abomineble service and slavery, to the idol of
oursed awarice:. And as he finds some discoveries of thelr wioked
traffic held up in a 1light where truth and facts are so clearly seen,
as none but thev most desperate villain would dare to obstruet or
oppose, he therefore sallies forth with all the desperation of an

¢ The justly celebrated Dr, Young, in recommending this divine
book of heavenly wisdom to the giddy and thoughtless world, in his
Night Thoughts, ha8 the following elegant lines:

Perhaps thou'dst laugh but at thine own expenoce,
This counsel strange should I presume to give;
Retire and read thy Bible to be gay;

There truths abound of sov'reign aid to peace,
Ah, do not prize it less because inspired,
Rea.d and revere the sacred page; a page,
Where triumphs immortality; a page,

Which not the whole creat Lproduce;
Which not the conflagration shﬁ:destroy;

In nature's ruin not one letter's lost,

'Ts printed in the mind s for ever,
Angels and men assent to w. I sing!

Utopian
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Utoplan asseilant, to tell lies by a virulent contradiction of facts,
and with false aspersions endeavour to celummiate the worthy and
Judicious essayest of that discovery, a man, whose character is irr-
cproachable, By thus artfully supposing, if he could bring the .
reputation of the author, who has discovered so much of their iniqu-
itous traffic, into dispute, his work would fall and be less regarded.
However, this virulent craftsmen has done no great merit to his cause
and the oredit of that infamous oraft; at the appearance of truth,
his understanding has got the better of his awarice and infidelity,
so far, as to draw the following concession: "I shall not be 80
far misunderstood, "by the candid and judiclous part of mankind,
"as to be ranked among the advocates of slavery, " as I must sincerely
Join Mr, Ramsay*®, "and every other man of sensibility, in hoping
the blessings of freedom will, "in due time, "be equally diffused
over the whole globe," '

By this, it would seem that he was a little ashamed of his
oraftsmen, and would not 1ike to be ranked or appear amongst them,
. But as long as there are any hopes of gain to be made by that insi-
dious oraft, he can join with them well enough, and endeavour to
Justify them in that most abandoned traffic of buying, selling, and
enslaving men, He finds fault with & plan for punishing robbers,
thieves and vagabonds, who distress their neighbours by their thrift,
robbery and plunder, without regarding eny lews human or divine, ox~
cept the rules of thelr own fraternity, and in that

® The worthy and judiciocus author of "4An Essay on the
"freatment and Conversion of the African Slavers in the
"British Sugar Colonies.

ease,
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case, according %o the. proverb, there may bc some honor aemong thieves;
b1-1t these are the only people in the world. that ought to:suffer some
punishment, imprisonment or slavery; their extérnal -complexion, °
whether black:.or white, should be no excuse for them to.do, evil,
Being: aware of this, -perhaps he was afraid that some of his friends, -
the v‘gre'a,t and opulent benditti of slave~holders in tho westem part
of the world, might be found guilty of more atrceious and complicated
crimes;, than even those of the highweymen, the robberies and the petty
largénies ecommitted in Englend., Therefore, to make the best of this’
sad.dilemma, he brings in a ludiocrous invective comparison that. it
would be "an event which" would undoubtedly furnish o new and - :
prleasant "compartment to that. well known and most deleoctable print, . -
"oall'd, -The world turn"d. up side " down, in which the cook 1s
roasted by the pig, "the man saddled by the horse," &s. If he
means that the compliocated banditties of pirates, .thieves, robbers,
oppressors and enslavers of men, are those cooks and men .that would
be roasted saddled, it certeinly would be no unpleacant sight to see
theny well roasted, saddled and bridled too; and no matter by whom, '
whether he terms them pigs, horses, or asses. But there isnot = -
mich 1ikelihood of this silly monkeyish comparison as yet being ver= . .
ified, in bringing the opulent pirates and thieves to condign punish=
megrb, so that he could very well bring it in to turm it off with a =
grj.n__. However, to meke use of his words, it would be a most ™ '
delectable sight, when thieves and robbers get the upper side of the
world, to see them turned down; end I should not interrupt his

" mirth, to see him Jaugh at 'his

. . S
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own invective monkeyish comparison as long as he pleeses,

But again, when he draws a oomparison of the many hardships
that the poor in Great-Britain and Ireland lebour under, as well as
many of those in other countrics; that their various distresses are
It may be true, in part, that
some of them suffer greater herdships than meny of the slaves; but,
bad as it is, the poorest in Englond would not chongo thoir situation

for that of slaves. /And therc may be some masters, under various

worse than the West Indian slaves

cirocumstances, worse off than their servants; but they would not
change their own situation for theirs: Nor as little would a rich
man wish to change his situation of affluence, for that of a beggar:
and so, likewlse, no freeman, however poor and distressing his situ-
ation may be, would resig his liberty for that of a slave, in the
situation of a horse or a doge The case of the poor, whateyer
thein hardships may be, in free countries, is widely different from
that of the West-India slaves, For the slaves, like animals, are
bought and sold, and dealt with as their capricious owners may think
fit, even in torturing and tearing them to pieces, and wearing them
out with hard labtour, hunger and oppression; and should the death
of a slave ensuc by some other more violent way than that which is
commonly the death of thousands, end tens of thousands in the end,
the haughty tyrant, in that case, has only to pay a small fine for
the murder and death of his slave. The brute creation in gemeral
may fare better than man, and some dogs may refuse the crumbs that
the distressed poor would be glad of; but thc nature and situation

' of man is far su-

perior
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superior to that of beasts; and, in like menner, whetever circumstences
poor freemen nféy be in, their situsticr is much supcrior, beyond any
proportioh,‘ to that of the herdships and cruclty of modern slavery,
But where can thc situation of any freenan be so had cs that of a
slave; or, could such be found, or even worse, as he would havc it,
what would the comparison amount to? Would it pleed for his craft
of slavery and oppression? Or, rather, would it not cry sloud for
some redréss, and what every well regulated society of men ought to
hear and consider, that none should suffer want or be oppressed among
them? And this seemns to be pointed out by the circumstances which
he describes; that it is the great duty, and ought to be the highest
ambition of all govermors, to order and establish such policy, and
in such a wise manner, thet every thing should be so meneged, es to
be conducive to the moral, temporel and eternal welfare of every in-
dividual from the lowest degree to the highest; and the consequence
of this would ’be, the hamony, happiness and good prospenty of the
whole community, ’

But this crafty author has also, in defence of his own or his
employer's craft in the British Vest-Indie slavery, given sundry com—
parisons apd descriptions of the trestment of slaves in the French
islands end settlements in the West~Indies and America. 4nd,
oontréry to what is the true case, he wouid have it supposed that the
treatment of the slaves in the former, it milder than the lattef, .
but even in this, unwarily for his own oraft of slavery, all that he
has advanced, can only add matter for its oonﬁrbatlon, and serve to

helghten the ardour and wish of every
gemerous
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generous mind, that the whole should be abolished. An equal degree
of enormity found in one place, cannot justify crimes of as great or
greater enormity commited in another, ‘The various depredations
committed by robbers and plunderers, on different parts of the globe,
may not be all equally alike bad, but their evil and maligneney, in
every appearence and shape, cen only hold up to view the Just obser-
vation, that~ -~ . ' |

Virtie herself hath such peculiar mein,

Vice, to be hated, needs but’ to be seen.

The farther and wider that the disoovery and knowledge of such en
enormous evil, as the base and villainous treatment and slavezywhich
the poor unfortunate BlackvPeople meet with, is spread and made
kmown, the ory for justice, even virtue lifting up her voice, must
rise the louder and higher, for the scale of equity and justice to
be liften up in thedr defence. And doth hot wisdom ory, and un-
derstand:l.ng put forth her volce? But who m.ll regard the voice

and hearken to the ory? ‘Not the snealcmg advocates for slavery,
though a little ashamed of their craf“t~ like the monstrous ‘orocodile.
weeping over their prey with f‘ine concessions (while gorging their .
own rapacious appetite) to hope for universal freedom taking place
over the globe,’ Not those inebriated w:.th avarice end inﬁdelity,
who hold in defiance every regard due w e o.:.vine law, and who
endeavour all they can to destroy and take away the natural and common
rights and privileges ‘of men, Not the insolent and orafty author
for slavery and oppression, who would have us to believe, that the
benigl commerid of God in a.ppointing the seventh day for a sabbath

of rest for’ the good purposes of our present and eternal wel-

: fare,
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welfare, is not to be Pegarded. He will exclaim against the teae
chers of obedience to it; and tells us, that the poor, and the oppe
ressed, and the heavy burdencd slave, should not lay down his load
that day, but appropriate these house of sacred rest to labour in
some bit of useful ground, His own words are, " to dedicate the
unappropriated hours of Sunday to the oultivation of " this useful
spot, he is brought up to believe " would be the worst of sins, and
that the sabbath" is a day of ebsolute and universal rest is a
"truth the hears frequently inculcated by the curate of the parish",
&c, But after bringing it about in this round-about way and

manner, whatever the curate has to say of it as a truth, he would
have us by no means to fegard. This mey serve as a specimen of his
orafty and detestable production, where infidelity, false aspersions,
virulent calumnies, and lying contradiotions ebound throughout. I
shall ‘only refer him to that desoription which he meant for a.'nother,'
a most applicable and best suited for himself, and so long as he
does not renounce his craft, as well as to be somewhat ashamed of
his oraftsmen and their insensibility, he may thus stand as described
by himself: "A man of warm imagination (but "strange infatuated |
unfeeling sensibility) to paint " things not as they reslly are,

but as his rooted " prejudices represent them, and even to shut his
"eyes against the convictions afforded him by his "own senses."

But such is the insensibllity of men, when thelr own oraft of
gain is advanced by the slavery and oppression of othéfs, that after
all the laudable exertions of the truly virtuous end humene, towards

extending the beneficence of 1iberty and
| freedom
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ﬂ‘eedqm to the much degraded and unfortunate Africans, which is the
commoh right and privilege of ell men, in cvery thing that is Jjust,
lawful and consistent, we fand tne priicipies of justice and equity,
not only opposed, and every duty in religion end humanity left unre-
gerded; but that unlawtul traffic of dealing with our fellow-crea-
tures, as with the beasts of the earth, still carwicd on with ag great
affidkity as ever; and that the insidious piracy of procuring a.nd
holding slaves 1s countenanced and supported by the government of
sundry Christien nations. This seems to be the fashionable way of
getting riches, but very dishonourasble; in doing this, the slave-
holders are meaner and baser than the African slaves, for while they
subject and reduce them to a degree with brutes, they seduce them—

. selv"es to a degree with devils.

"Some pretend that the Africans, in general, "are a set of
poor, ignorant, dispersed, unsocisble" people; and that they think
it no orime to "sell one another, and even their own wives and
%children; therefore they bring them eway to a "situation where
many of them may arrive to a "better state than ever they could
obtain in their "own native country." Thls specious pretence is
without any shadow of Jjustice end truth, and, if the argument was
evﬁn true, it could afford no just and warrantable matter for any
society of men to hold slaves, But thr ~rgumcont is false; there
can be no ignorance, dispersion, or unsociableness so found among
tl-fem, which can be made bettsr by tringing them away to a state of
_-a degree equal to that of a eow or & horse,

But let their ignorance in some things (in which the Buropeans
have greatly the advantege
of
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of them) be what it will, it is not the intention of whose who bring
them awayto meke them better by it; nor is the design of slave-
’ h'oi'dez'"a of any other intention, but that they mey serve them as a
1dnd of engj.néé and beasts of burden; that their own case and profit
" may 'be advanced; by a set of poor helpless men and women, whom they
despise end rank with brutes, and keep them in perpetual slavery,
both themselves and children, and merciful death is the only rclease
from their toil, By the benevolence of some, a fow may get their
1liberty, end by their own industry end ingenuity, may acquire some
learning, mechanical trades, or useful business; and some may be
brought away be different gentlemen to free countries, where they get
their liberty; but no thanks to slave-holders for it. But amongst
those who get their liberty, like all other ignorant men, are gener-
ally more corrupt in their morels, then they possibly could have been
amongst their own people in Africe; for, being mostly amongst the
wicked and apostate Christians, they soomer learn their oaths and
blasphemies, and their evil ways, than any thing else, Some few,
indeed, may eventunlly errive at some knowledge of the Christian re-
ligion, and the great advantagos of it, Such was the oase'of
Ukeawsaw Groniosaw, an 'African prince, who lived in England, He
was & long time in a state of great poverty and distress, and mus'é
have died at one time for want, if ¢ z00d ~nd che-itable Aétomeyvvﬂad
not supported him, He was long aftcr in e very poor state, but he
would not have given his faith in tke Christian réligion; in exchange
for all the kingdoms of Africa, if they could have been given to him,
in plaece of his poverty, for it.
And
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And such was A, Morrant in America, When a boy, he could strell

away ‘into a desert, and prefer the society of wild beasts to the
absurd Christianity of his mother's house., He was conducted to

" the king of the Cherokees, who, in a miraculous manner, was induced
by him to embrace the Christian faith. This Morrant was in the-
British service last war, and his royal convert, the king of the
Chercokee Indians, accompanied General Clinton at the siege of Charles
Town,

. These, and all such, I hope thousands, as meet with the knowle~
dge and grace of the Divine clemency, are brought forth quite contr-
ary to the end and intention of all slavery, and, in general, of all
slave holders too. And should it please the Divine goodness te
visi%‘--'gome of the poor dark Africans, even in the brutel stall of
slavery, and from thence to instel them among the princes of his
graoé, and to invest them with a robe of honour that will hang about
their necks for ever; but who oan then suppose, that it will be well
pleasing unto him to find them subjected there in that dejected state?
Or can the slave-holders think that the Universal Father and Sovereign
-of Mankind will be pleased with them, for the brutal transgression
of his law, in bdw:lng down the necks of those to the yoke of their
oruel bondage? Sovereign goodness may eventually visit éome men
even in a state of slavery, but their slavery is not the cause of
that event and benignity; and therefore, should somé eventof good
evei' happen to some men subjected to slavery, that can plead nothing
for men to do evil that good may come; and should it appavently.
happen from thence, it is neither fought for nor designed by the.. .

.' enslavers .of men, But the whole business of
slavery
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slavery ids an cvil of the first magnitude, and a most horrible inie=
quity to traffic with slaves and souls of men; and an evil, serry

I am,” that it still subsists, and more astonishing to think, that

1t 15 an iniquity committed amongst Christians, and contrary to all the
genuine principles of Christianity, and yet carried on by men denomi~
nated ' thereby. '

L

' In & Christien ora, in a land where Christianity is planted,
where every one might expect to behold the flourishing growth of
‘every virtue; extending, their hermonious branches with universal
philanthropy wherever they camej but, on the _contrary, almost no-
thing else is to be’ seen abroad but the bramble of ruffians, barbar-
ians end slave-holders, grown up to a powerful luxuriance in
wickedness. I oannot but wish, ' for the honor of Christianity, that
the bramble grown up amongst them, was known to the heathen nations
by & different ‘name, for sure the depredators, robbers and ensnarers
of men oan never be Christians, but ought to be held ‘as the abhorrence
of all men, and the abonﬂ.nat:.on of all ma.nkind whother Christians
or hea.thens. Every man of any sensib:.l:.ty, whether he be a Christ-
ian or an heathen, if he has any discernment at all, must think, that
for 'any man, or any oclass of men, to deal with ‘their fellow oreatures
as with the beests of the field; or to account them as suoch, however,
ignorant they may be, and in whatever .Jltuatlon, or wherever they
may find them, and whatever ‘country or complexion they may be of
that those men, who are the procurers and holders of slaves, are the
greatest villa:ms in the world.' And surely those men must be

lost to a.ll sensibil:.ty themselves, who can think that the stealing,
robbing,
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robbing, enslaving, end murdering of men can be no crimes; but ‘the
‘holders of men in slavery are at thc hczd of all these oppressions
and crimes, And, therefore, however unsensible they may be of it
'how, and however long they mry laugh at the oalamity of others, if
they do not repent of their evil way, and the wickedness of their
d.oings, by kéeping and holding their fellow- creatures in slavery, and
trafficldng with them as with the brute creation, and to give up &nd
surrender that ‘evil traffic, with an awful abhorrence of it, that
this may be averred if they do not, and if they can think, they must
and cennot btherwise but expect in one day at last, to meet with the
full ts‘l:'roke of the long suspended vengeance of heaven, when death will
‘out them down to a state as mean as that of the most abjected slave,
and to a very ‘eminent danger of a far more dreadful fate hereafter,

" when they have the just reward of their iniquities to meet with,

And now, as to the Africans being dispersed and unsociable, if’
it was so,. that could .be no warrant for the Europeans to enslave them;
and even though they may have many different feuds and bad practices
a.inong them, the cantinent of Africa is of vast extent, and the numer—
ous inhabitants are divided into several kingdoms and prinecipalities,
which are governed by their respective kings and princes, and thoése
are absolutely maintained by thelr free subjects. Very few nations
make slaves of anylof those under their government; but such .as are-
taken prisoners of war from their neighbours, are generally kept in
._t__hat state, until th_ey can exchange and dispose of thon othergise;

" and towards the west coast they are generally procured for the Eu- -
' | ropean
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Buropean merket, end sold, They heve 8 great aversion to m;1rder, or
even in taking awey the lives of those wh:Lch they Judge guilty of
or.l.mes, and, therefo;‘e, they prefer dispos:.ng of them otherwise bot-
tor than killing them ., ‘This gives their merchants and. proourers
~of slaves & power to travel a great way intc the interior parts of

) ":the oountry to buy such as are wa:nted to be disposed of, These
slave-proourers are a set of as great villains as any in the world,
They o:t‘ten ste&l and kidnap anmy more than they buy at first if they
can meet with them by the way; and they have only their certain
boundaries to go to, and sell them from one to another, so that if

' they are sought after and deteoted, the thieves are seldom found, and
“the others only plead that_ﬁhey bought them so and so, These kid=-
rié.ppers_ and slave-proourers, called merchants, are a specles of Afrie
ean villains, which are greatly corrupted, and even viclated by their
intercourse with the Burcpeans; but, wioked and berbartiis as they
eertainly are, I ocan haerdly think, if they knew what horrible barbar.lty
they were sending their fellow-oreatures to that they would do it.

- But the artful Buropeans have so decelved them, that they are bought
. by their inventions of merchandise, and beguiled into it by their
artifice; for the Buropeans, at their factories, in some vaa:ious '
mammer, have always kopt some as servants to them, and with gaudy
oloaths, in a :

‘% It may be true, that samo of the slaves tra.nsported from Afrioa,
may have ocommitted orimes in their own country, that require some
slavery as a punishment; but, according to the laws of equity and
Justice, they ought to become free, as soon as their labour has paid
- for their purchase in the West-Indles or elsewhere,
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gay manner, as decoy ducks to deceive others, and to tcll them that
they want many more to go over the sea, and be as they are. 8o in
that respect, wherein it may be said that they will sell one another,
- 'they are only ensnared and emlisted to be servants, kept like some of
those which they see at the factories, which, for some gewgaws, as
presents given to themselves and friends, they are thercby emticed to
go; and something after the same menner that East-India soldicrs are
prooured in Britein; and the inhebitants here, just as much sell
themselves, and one ancther, as they doj and the kdd-nappers here,
and the slave-procurers in Africe, are much alike, But many other
barbarous methods are made use of by the vile instigators, procurefs
end ensnares of men; end some of the wicked and ’profligate princes
and chiefs of Africa accept of presents, from the Européans, to pro~
cure a certain number of slaves; and thereby they are wickedly ins;&;-
igated to go to war with one another on purpose to get them, wlﬂ.oh
‘produces meny territte depredations; and sometimes wher those engage—
ments are entered into, and they find themselves defeated of thedr
purpose, it has happened that some of their own people have fallen &
ssorifice to thelr avarice and cruelty., ' And it may be said of tho
Buropeans, that they heve made use of every insidious method to pro-
oure slaves whenever they can, and in whatever manner they can 1ay
hoeld of them, and that their forts and factortes ave the avowed dons
of thieves for robbers, plunderers and depredators

But agein, es to the Africans selling their own wives and chi}-
dren, nothing can be more opposite to everything they hold dear and
: valuable;

and
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and nothing ocan distress them more, than to part with any of their
relations and friends. Such are the tender foelings of parents for
their ohildren, that, for the lost of & child, they seldom ocan be.
rendered happy, even with the intercourse and enjoyment of their fri-
ends, for years, For any man to think that it should be otherwise,
when he may see a thousand instances of a natural instinct, even in
the brute creation, where they have a sympathetic feeling for their
offspring; it must be great want of consideration not to think, that
much more than merely what is natural to animals, should in a higher
degree be implanted in the breast of every part of the rational orea-
tion of man, And what man of feeling can help lamenting the loss of
parents, friends, liberty, and perhaps property and other valuable and
dear connections. Those people annuelly brought away from Guinea, -
are born as free, and are brought up with as great a predilection for
their own eountry, freedom and liberty, as the sons and daughters of
fair Britain, Their free subjeots are trained up to a kind of mili-
tary service, not so much by the desire of the chief, as by theilr owmn
voluntary inclination, It is looked upon as the greatcst respect
they can shew to their king, to stand up for-his and their own defence
in time of need.s Thelr different chieftains, which bear a reliance
on the great chief, or king, exerclse a kind of government something
like that feudel institution which prcveiled some time in Scotland,
In this respect, though the common people are frece, thoy often suffor
by the villainy of their different chiefttains, and by the wars and
fouds which happen among them, Nevertheless their f‘réedom and rights
are as dear to them, as those
privileges
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privileges are to other people, And it may be sald that freedom,
and the liberty of enjoying their own privileges, burns with as much
goal and fervour in the breast of anJMEBthoplan, as in the breast of
any inhabitant on the globe,

‘But the supporters and favourers of slevery nake other things &
pretenoe and an excuse in thelr own defence; such as, that they find
thet it was admitted under the Divine instdtution by Moses, as well
as the long continued practice of different nations for ages; and’

" that the Africans are peculiarly marked out by some signal predic'l'ion
in nature and oomple:d.on for that purpose.

This secms to be the greatest bulwark of defence which the advo-
cates and favourers of slavery can advanoe, and what 1s generally
talked of in their favour by those who do not understand ite I
shall consider it in that view, where'by it will appeai', that they
deoeive themselves. and mislead others, Men are never more liable
%o be drawn into error, than whan truth is made use of in a guileful
mammer to seduce them, Those who do not believe the scriptures to
be a Divine revelation, cannot, oonsiatently with themselves, make ,
the law of Mosos, or any mark or prediction they can find respecting
any particular set of men, as found in the sacred wﬁtings; any reason
that one class of men should enslave another. In that respect all
that they have to enquire into should be, whether it be right, or
wrong, "that any part of the humen species should enslave anotherv and
when that is the case, the Afrilcans, though not so learned are Just
as wise as the Europea.ns, and when' the matter is left to ‘humen '
wisdom, they are both 1iable to err, But what the light of nature,

and the dictates of reason,
when
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when rightly considered, teach, is’'that no men ought to enslave
anothery and some, who have been rightly guidcd thereby, have made
noble defences for the -universal natural rights and privileges of all
men, But in this case, when the learned -take ncither revelation nor
reascn for their guide,.they fall into as great, and worse errors,
than the unlearned; for they only meke -use of that system of Divinc
wisdom, which should guide -them into truth, when they can find or
pick out anything that will suit -their purpose, or that they can
pervert to such === the very means of lcading themselves and others into
error, And, in consequence thereof, the pretences that some men -
make use of for holding of slaves, must be evidently the %roasest
perversion of reason, as well as an inconsistent and diabolical use
of the sacred writings, For it must be & strange porversion of
reason, and & wrong use or disbelief of the saored writings, when

any thing found there is so peﬁefted 'by them, and set up as a prece=-
dent and rule for men to commit wickedness. They had better have nc
reason, and no belief in the scriptures, and meke no use of them at
all, than only to believe, and make use of that which leads them into
the most ebominable evil end wickednoss of dealing unjustly with their
fellow men, ' v

But this will appear evident to all men that believe the scrip—
tures, that every reason necessary is given that they should be beli-
eved; é:nd, in this case, that they afford us this information:,
"That" all mankind did spring from one:original, and "that there
are no different species among men, "For God who made the world,
hath made of " one blood all the nations of men that dwell on

" all
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"a1l the face of the earth." Wherefore we may Jjustly infer, as
there are no inferior species, but all of one blood end of one nature,
that there does not an inferiority subsist, or depend, on their colour,
featurecs or from, whereby some men make protence to enslave others;
and consequently, as they have all one creator, one original, made of
one blood, end all brethren descended from one father, 1t never could

. be lawful and just for any nation, or people, to oppress and enslave

' another,

And again, as all the present inhabitants of the world sprang
from the family of Noah, and were then all of one complexion, there
is'no doubt, but the differcnce which we now find, took its rise very
rapidly after ‘i:hey became dispersed and settled on the different pérts
of-the globe, There seems to be a tendency to this, in many instan-
ces, among children of the same perents, having different colour of
hair and features from one another, £nd God alone who established’
the course of nature, can bring about and establish what variety he
pleases; and it is not in the power of man to make one hair white
or black, ~ But among the variety which it hath pleased God to esta-
blish and caused to take place, we may meet with some analogy in
nature, that as tho bodies of men are tempered with a differant degree
to enable them to endure the respective climates of their habitations,
so their colours vary, in some degree, in a regular gradation from
the equator towards either of the poles., However, there are other
incidental causes arising from time and place, whieh oconstitute the
most distinguishing variety of colour, from appearance and features,

as peculiar to the inhabitants of one tract of
country,
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eountry, and differing in something from those in another, even in
the samo latitudes, as well as from those in different climates,

Long custom and the different way cf living among the several inheble
tants of the different parts of the eorth, has o vory great effeot

in distinguishing them by a differcnce of foatures’ and complexion,
Those effccts arc easy to be scon; as to the causes, it is sufficlent
for us to know, that all is the work of an Lmighty heand, Therefore,
as we find the distribution of the human specics inhabiting the berren,
as woll as the most fruitful parts of the earth, and the cold as well
as the most hot, differing fpom one another in complexion aceording
to their situation; it may be reasonably, os woll es i'eligioﬁsly,
Inferred, that He who placed them in their verious situations, hath
extcndod oqually his care and protcotion to 211; and from thence,

that it becometh unlawful to counteract his benignity, by reduoing
others of differeont complexions to undeserved bondage.

According, s wo find that the differcnce: of colour amohg men
is only incidental, and equally naturcl to ell, and agrecable to the
place of thoir habitation; end that if nothing elsc be differant or
oontrary among them, but that of features and comploxion, in that
respect, they aro all oqually alike entitled to the enjoyment of
evory mercy and blessing of Goa; " But therc are some men of that
oomplexion, becausc they are not black, whose- 1gnor'mco and insoclence
leads them to think, that those who are blaok wore marked out in
that menner by some signel interdiction or curso, es originally descend-
ing from their progenitors. 'To those I must say, that the only merk
' o whioh we read of, as generclly olluded
%o,
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to, and by ther applied wrongfully, is that mark or sign which God
gavo to Cain, to assurc hin that he should not be destroyed,. Cain
understood by the nature of the erinc hed comnitted, that the low
requircd death, or cutting off, as the punishment thereof, But God
in hié providence doth not always punish the wicked in this life
according to their enormous crinmes, (we are told, by a saored poet,
thot he saw the wicked flourishing like a green bay tree) though ho
gonerclly marks thom out by' some signal token of his vengeance; and
that 1is a suro token of it, when man become long hardemed in their
wickedness. The denunciation that pasaed upon Cain was, that he.
should be a fugitive cnd & vagebond on the earth, bea.ring the curse
~ and roeproach of his iniquity; and tho rest of men were prohibited
as ruch from meddling with him, or defiling thoir hands by him, as
it naturelly is, not to pull down the doad carcess of an atrocious
oriminel, hung up in cheins by thc lews of his country, But allow
the nmark sot upon Cain to have consistod in a black skin,.still no
conclusion cen be dramn et 211, thet any of the black people are of
that dosoent, as the whole’posterity of Cain wore destroyed in the .
universal deluge, '

Only Noah, a‘r:l.ghteous and just man, who found grace in the
sight of God, and his throc sons, Japhoth, Shem and Hanm, end their
wives, oight persc;ns, were preserved fron the universal deluge, in
the ark vhich Noah was directed to build, The thrce sons of Noah
hed each children born aftor the flood, from whom all the present
world of men doseended. But it come to pess, in the dnys of Noch,
thet cn interdiction, or curse, took place in the family of Hem,
and thot the
descendants
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descendants of one of his sons should become the sorvants of servants
to their brethron, the descendents of Shem and Japhoth, This affords
a grand protonce for the supporters of the African slavery to ’
build a false notion upon, os it is found by history ‘that Africa, in
goneral, was peopled by the descendants of Ham; but thc;y forget,
that the prodiction has alrcady boen fulfilled as far as it can go.
There can be no doubt, thet there was a shameful misconduct in
Hem hinself, by what is rolated of him; but the fault, according to
the prediction and ourse, descended only to the families of tho des-
oendents of his youngest son, Canaan, The ococasion was, that Noah,
his father, had drank wine, and (perheps uno.wares)p became inebriated
by it, and fell asleep in his tent. It seems that Han wé,s greatly
deficient of that filial virtue as either becJ:zn:Lng a father or a son,
went into his father's tent, and, it may be supposed, in an undecent
manner, had suffered his own son, Canaan, so to meddle with, or
uncover, his father, that he saw his nackedness; for which he did not
check the audacicus rudeness of Canean, but went end told his brethren
without in riducule of his aged parent., This rude audaéious beha=
viour of Canaan, and the obloquy of his father Ham, “brought on him
the curse of his grandfather, Noah, but he blessed Shem and Japheth
for their decent and filial virtues, and dencunced, in the spirit of
prophecy, that Canaan should be their sorvent, and should serve them,

It may be observed, that it is a great misfortune for bh;l.ldren,
when their parents are not endowed with that wisdom and prudence which
is necessary for the early initiation of their offspring
' in
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“in the paths of virtue and righteousness, Ham was guilty of the

offence as well as his son; he did not pity the weakness of his
fether, who was overcome with wine in that day wherein, it is likely,
he had some solemn work to do, But the prediction and curse rested,
wholly upon the offspring of Canaan, who sottled in the land known by
his neme, in the wost Asia, as 4s evidant fron the sacred writings.
The Canaanites became an exoeeding wicked people, eand were visited
wlth mony calamities, according to the prediction of Noah, for their
abéniinable wickedness and idoletry,

Chederluomer, a descendant of Shem, reduced the Cancanitish king-
doms to & tributary subjection; and some time after, upon their re-~.
volt, invaded and pillaged thelir country, Not long after Sodom,
Gomorreh, Admeh and Zeboim, four kingdoms of the Canaanites were over-
thrown for their great wickedness, and utterly destroyed by fire and
brimstowe from heaven, The Hebrews, chiefly under Moses, Joshuae and
Barak, as they were directed by God out off most of the othor Canaani-
tish ld.nsdoms, and reduced meny of them to subjection and vassalage.
Those who settled in the northwmest of Canesn, and formed the once |
flourishing states of Tyre and Sidon, were by the Assy:ians, the Chal-
deans, and the Porsians succeséiféij roduced to great misery and
bondage; but chiefly by the Greeks, tho Romans, and the Sarsocens,
and 1a$tly by the Turks, they were completely and to:to.lly ruined, and
have no more since been a distinct people among the different nations,
Many of the Censanites who fled awey in the Time of Joshua, became
mingled with the different nations, end some historians think thot

some
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some of them camec to England, and settled sbout Cornwall, as far back
as that time; so that, for any thing thot can be know to the contrary,
there may be somec of the descendents of that wicked geperafion

still subsisting among the slave~holders in thc West-Indies, . .For

if the curse of God ever rested upon them, or upon eny other men, the
only visible mark thereof was'e_'.l.}:ays" upon those who committoed the .
most outregeous acts of violence and oppression, But colour end
complexion hes nothing to do with that mark; every wicked men, and
the enslavers of others, beer the stmp of‘ their owmn 1niquity,

that mark which was set upon Cain _

Now, the descendants of the other three sons of Ham, were not
included under the curse of his fether, and as they dispersed and
settled on the different parts of the earth, they became ,&iso sundry
distinct and very formideble nations. Cush, the oldest, settled in
the wouth~west of Arabia, and his descendents were anciently lcnovm
to the Hebrews by the name of Cushites, or Cush:;.e; one of his sons,
Nimrod, founded the kingdom of Babylon, in Asia; and the others made
their descent southward by the Red Sea, and came ovor to Abyssinia
and Ethiopla, end, 1likely, dispersed themselves throughout all the
southern ‘and :.nter:.or parts of Afrioa. and as they lived mostly un-
der the torrid zone, or near the troplcs, they became black, ps. being
naturel to the inhabitents of thoss sul‘ry hot climstos; and, in
that cas'e, their complexion bears the .si@.iﬁeadlion of the name of
" their eriginal progenitor, Cush, &os kpbvm by tho Hebrew'svby.that name,
both on the east &.d on the west, beyond the Red Sea; but the

Greeks called them Ethiopians, or black faced
people,
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" people. The Egyptians and Philistines were the descendents of Miz-
raim, and the country which they inhabited was called the land of
Mizraim, and Africe, in generel, was anciently called the whole land
of Ham, Phut, another of his sons, also settled on the west of
Egypt, and as the youngest were obliged to emigrete farthest, after-
wards dispersed themselves chicfly up the south of the Mediterranean
sea, towards Lybia and Meuritaenia, and might early mingle with someo
of the Cushites on the more southern, end, chiefly, on the westerr
parts of Africa., But all these might be followed by some other
families and tribes from Asla; and some think that Africa got its
name from the King of Lybia marrying a daughter of Aphra, one of the
descendants of Abraham, by Keturan,

But it may be reasonably supposed, that the most part of the black

people in Africa, are the descendants of the Cushites, towards the
east, the south, and interior parts, and chiefly of the Phutians
towards, the west; and the various revolutions and changes which
have happened among them have rather boen locel than universel; so
that whoever their original progenitors were, as descending from onc
generation to enother, in a long continuance, it becomes natural for
the inhabitents of that tract of country to be a dark black, in
‘general, The learned and thinking part of men, who can refer to
history, must know, that nothing with respect to colour, nor any
mark or curse from any original prediction, cen in any-wise be more
perticularly asoribed to the Africans than to any other people of
the human species, 80 as to afford any pretence why they should be
| more evil treated, persecuted and enslaved, than
any
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any other, Nothing but ignorance, end the dreems of e viciated ima=-
gination, arising from the gener<l couv.itenance given to the evil practice
of wicked men, to strenghten their hends in wickedness, could .

ever meke any person to fancy otherwlse, or ever to think that the
stealing, kidnapping, enslaving, 'persecuting or killing a black man

is in any way and manner less criminal, than the same evil treatment

of any other man of enother complexion,

But again, in answer to znother part of the pretence which the
favourers of slavery make use of in their defence, that slavery was
en ancient custom, and that it became the prevalent and universal
practice of many different barbarous nations for ages: This m -
be granted; but not because it was right, or any thing like right
and equity, £ lawful servitude was always necessary, and became
ocontingent with the very natui'e of human society. But.when the
laws of cilvilization were broken through, and when the rights and
properties of athers were 1nvaded that brought the oppressed into a
kind of compulsive servitude, though often not compelled to it by
those whom they were obliged to serve., This arose from the different
depredations and robberies which were committed upon one another; the
helpless were obliged _t6 seek protection from such as could support
them, and to give unto them their service, in order to preserve them-
selves from want, end to deliver them from the injury either. of men
or beasts. For while civil society continued in a rude state, even
among the establishers of kingdoms, when they became powerful and
proud, as they wanted to enlarge thelr territories, they drove and

expelled others from
their
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taeir peaceable habitations, who were not so powerful as themselves.
. This made those who were robbed of their: substance, ard drove f:cu tne
place of their abode, make their escape to such as could ard would
help thems but when such a relief could not be found, they were ob-
liged to submit to the yoke of their oppressors, who, in mény case:s,
would not yield them any protection upon any terms. Wherefore,
when their lives were in danger otherwise, and they couid not find
any help, they were obliged to sell themselves for bord sarvants t»
such as would Buy them, when they could not get a service that was
better, But as soon as buyers could be found, robbers began their
traffic to ensnare others, and such as sell into their hands were
carried captive by them, and were obliged to submit to their being
sold by them into the hands of other robbers, for tuhere cre fow by~
ers of men, who intend thereby to make them free, and such as they
‘ouy are generally subjected to hard labour and bondage. Taerefore
at all times, while a man is a slave, he is still in captivity, and
under the jurisdiction of robbers; and every man who keeps a slave,
is a robber, whenever he compels him to his service without giving
him a just reward, The barely supplying his slave with some necos-
sary things, to keep him in 1life, is no reward at all, that :fs oniy
for his own sake and benefit; and the very nature of compulsion and
taking away the liberty of othérs; as well as the*r, proparty, le
robbery; and that kind of service which subjects men to a state of
slavery, must all times, and in every circumstence, be a 'barbarous,'
inhuman and unjust dealing with our fellow men. A voluntary ser-
vice, and slavery, are quite different things; but

in

i



P40

in ancient times, in whatever degree slevery was admitted, and what-
ever hardships they were, in general, cubjccted to, it was not nearly
so bad as the modern barbarous and cruel West-Indias slavery,

Now, in respect to that kind of servitude which wes admitted into
the law of Moses, that was not contrary to the natural liberties of
men, but a state of equity end justice, according as the nature and
oircumstances of the times required. There wes more harm in
entering into a convenent with another man as a bond-servant, than
there is for two men to enter into partnership the one with the other;
and sometimes the nature of the case may be, and their business require
it, that the one may find money and live at a distance and ease,
and the other manage the business for him: So a bond-servant was
generally the steward in a man's house, and sometimes his heir,

There was no harm in buying a man who was in a state of captivity and
bondage by others, and keeping him in servitude till such time as his
purchase was redeemed by his lebour and service. £nd there could be
no herm in paying a man's debts, and keeping him in servitude until
such time as an equitable egreements of composition’was peld by him,
And so, in general, whether they had been brought or sold in order to
pay their just debts when they became poor, or were broﬁght from such
as held them in an unlawful oaptivity; the state of bondage which they
and their children fell under, emong the Israelites, was into that of
a vassalege state, which rather might be termed a deliverance from
debt and captivity, than a state of sl&veryﬁ In that vassalage state
which they were reduced to, they had a tax of some service to
ray,
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pay, which might only be reckoncd equivalent to a poor mzn in England
paying rent for his cottage. In this foir 1land of liberty, there
are many thousands of the inhabitants who have no right to so much
lend as en inch of ground to ret their foot upon, so as to take up
their residence upon it, without paying a lawful and reasonable
vassalage of rent for it — end yet the whole community is frece from
slavery, And so, likewise, those who were reduccd toc a state of
servitude, or vassalage, in the land of Israel, were not negotiable
like chattels and goods; nor could they be disposed of like cattle
and beasts of burden, or ever trensferred or disposed of without their
own consent; and perheps not one man in all the land of Israel would
buy another man, unless that man was willing to serve him. And when
any man had gotten such a servant, as he had entored into a covenant
of agreement with, as & bond-servant, if the men like his master and
his service, he could not oblige him to go away; and it sometimes
happened, that’they refused to go out free when the year of jubilee
ocame, But even that state of servitude which the Canaanites were
reduced to, among those who survived the general overthrow of their
oountry, was nothing worse, in many respects, than that of poor labour—
ing people in any free country., Their being made hewers of wood
and drawers of water, were laborious .employments; but they were paid
for it in such a manner as the nature ol tiaeir service reguired, and
were supplied with abundance of such necessaries of life as they and
their families had need of; and they were at liberty, if they chose, -
to go away, there was no restriction laid on them. They ivere not

| hunted after, and a reward offered for their

heads,
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hcads, as it is the case in the West-Indies for any that can find a
strayed slave; and he who can bring such a head warm reeking with

his blood, as a token that he had murdered him =—— inhuman and shocking
to think! =~ he is paid for it; and, oruel and &readful as it is, that
lev is still in force in same of the British colonies.

But the Canaanites, although they were predicted to be reduced
to a state of servitude, and bondage to that poor and menial employ~-
ment, fared better than the West-India slaves; for when they were
brought into that state of servitude, they were often employed in an
honourable service,  The Nethenims, and others, were to assist in
the sacred solemnities and worahip of God at the Temple of Jerusalem.
They had the same laws and immunities respecting the solemn days and
sabbaths, as thelr masters the Isré.elifes, and they were to keep and
observe them, But they were not suffered, much less required, to
labour in their own spots of useful ground on the days of sacred |
rest from worldly employment; and that, 1f they did not improve the
culture of it, in these times and seasons, they might otherwise
perish for hunger and want; as it is the case of the West-India |

slaves, by their inhuman, infidel, hardhearted master., And,
therefore, this may be justly said, that whatever servitude that was,
or by whatever name it may be called, that the service which was re-
qﬁired by the people of Israel in old time, was of a far milder nature,
than that which became the prevalent practice of other different and
barbarous nations; and, if compared with modern slavery, it might
be called liberty, equity, and felieity, in respect to that abominable,
mean, beastly, ocruel, bloody slavery
carried on
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on by the inhumen, barbarous Europeans, against the poor unfortunate
_ Black Africans. |
But agein, this may be averred, that the servitude whieh took
prlace under the sanction of the divine law, in the time of Moses, and
what ﬁas anﬁoined as the civil and religicus polity of the people of
Israel, was in nothing contrary to the natural righfs and common liberw
ties of men, though i1t had an appearance as such for groat and wise
ends, The Divine Law Giver, in his good providence, for great
and wise purposes intended by it, has always admitted into the world
riches and poverty, prosperity and adversity, high and low, rich and
poor;and in such manner, as in all their variety and difference,
. mutation and change, there is nothing set forth in the written law,
by Moses, contrary, unbecoming, or inconsistent with that goodness
of himself, as the wise and righteous Governor of the Universe.
Those things' admitted into the law, that had a seeming appearance
‘ contrary to the natural liberties of men, were only so admitted for
"a local time, to point out, and to establish, and to glve instruction
thereby, in an analogous ellusion to other things.
And therefore, so far as I have been able to comsult the law
written by Moses, concerning that kind of servitude admitted by it,
I can find nothing imported thereby, in the least degree, to warrant
the modern practice of slaver, But, on the contrary, and whet was
principally intended thereby, eand in the most particular manner,as:
reépeoting Chﬁstians, that it contains the strongest prohibition
against it., And every Christien men, that can reed his Bible, may
find that which is of the greatest importance for himself to lmow
' implied even under the very institution of bond=ser—
vants;
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bond—servants; and thct the state of bondage which the law denounces
and describes, was therchby so intended to point out something neces-
sary, as well as similar to all the othoer ritual and ceremonial servi-
ces; and thet the whole is set forth in such a manner, es conteaining
the very essence of foundation of the Christian religion. ind,

.- moreover, that it must appear evident to any Christian believer, that

it was necessary that 211 these things should teke place, and as the

most beautiful fabric of Divine gcodness, that in all their variety,

and in all their forms, they should stand recorded under the sanction
of the Divine law,

+ And this must be observed, that it hath so pleased the Almighty
Creator, to establish all the variety of things in nature, different
oomplexions and other circumstances among men, and to record the various
transactions of his own providence, with all the ceremonial economy writ-
ten in the books &f Moses, as more particularly respecting and enjoined
to the Israelitish nation and people, for the use of sacred language, in
order to convey wisdom to the fallen apostate human race, Wherefore,
all the various things established, admitted and recorded, whether
natural, moral, typical or ceremonial, with all the various things in
neture referred to, were so ordered and admitted, as figures, types and
emblems, and other symbolical representations, to bring forward, usher in,
hold forth and illustrate that most amazing transaction, and the things
ooncerning it, of all things the most wonderful that ever could take place
amongst the universe of intelligent beings; as in that, and the things con-
cerning it, of the salvation of apostate men, end the wonderful benig-
nity of their Almighty Redeemer,

A ‘ Whoever
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Whoever will give a seriour and unprejudoced attention to the
‘various things alluded to in the language of sacred writ, must see
reason to believe that they imply a purpose and design far more
-glorious and important, than what seems generally to be understood
by them; and to point to objects and events far more extensive and
interesting, than what is generally asoribed to them. But as
_ the grand eligibility and importence of those things, implied and
pointed out in sacred writ, and the right understanding thereof, be-
longs to the sublime science of metaphysics and theology to enfdroé,

11lustrate and explain, I shall only seleot a few instances, which I
think have a relation to my subject in hand,

nmong other things it may be oonaidered, that the different
oolours and oomple:d.ons among men were intended for another purpose:
and des:l.gfx, then that of being only eligible in the variety of the
‘scale of nature.  And, acoordingly, had it been otherwise, and if
thef'e had never been any black people among the ohildren of men, nor
any spotted leopards among the beasts of the ea.rth such an instrue-
tive question, by the prophet, could m hewve been proposed, as this,
Can the E‘bh:l.opian change his skin, or the leoperd his spots? Thenm,
may ye alsq do good, that are acoustomed to do evil, Jer, xxiii, 23.
The instruction intended by this is evident, that it was a convinoing
and foroible argument to shew, that none among the fallen and apost~
ate race of men, cen by any effort of their own, change their nature
from the 5laglméss and guilt of. the sable dye of sin and polution, or
alter their way acoustomed to do evil, from the variegated spots of
their iniquity; and that such a change is as impossible to be totelly
and radically
effected
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effected by them, as it is for a black man to change the colour of his
skin, or the leopard to alter his spots. But these differences of
a naturel variety amongst the things themselves, is in every respeot
equally innocent, and what they cennot alter or change, was made to
be so, and in the most eligible and primary design, were so intended
for the very purposes of instructive language to men. And by these
extreme differences of colour, it was intended to point out and shew
to the white man, that there is a sinful blackness in his own nature,
which he can no more change, than the external blackness which he sees
in enother can be rendered otherwise; and it likewise holds out to
the black man, thet the sinful blackness of his own nature 1s such,
that he can no more alter, than the outward appearance of his eolour
can be brought to that.of snothor, And this is imported by it,
that there is an inherént evi_'l. in every man, contrary to what which
1s good; and that all men are like Ethiopians (even God's eleot) in
a state of nature and unregeneracy, they are black with original sin,
and spotted with actual transgression, which they cannot reverse,
But to this truth, asserted of blackness, I must add another glorious
one, All thanks and eternal praise be to God! His infinite wisdom
- and goodness has found out a way of ;‘eﬁovaﬁon, and has opened
a fountain through the blood of J eéus, for sin and for unecleanness,
.wherein all the stains and blackest dycs of sin and polution can be
washed away for ever, and the darkest sinner be made to shine as the
brightest angel in heaven, And for that end and purpose, God alone
has appointed all the channels of conveyance of the everlasting

' Go'spel for these healing and purifying streams of the

water
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water of life to run in, and to bring life and salvation, with light
'and giad.ness to men; but he denouneces woe +o those who do not receive
it .themse}ves, but hinder and debar others who would, from coming to
those salutary streams for 1life: Yet not alone confined to. these,
nor hindered in his purpose by any opposers, He, who can opena'the ,
.éyes of the blind, and make the deaf hear, can open streams in the
desert, and make his benignity to flow, and his salvation to vislt,
even the meanest and most ignorent man, in the darkest shades of na=
ture, as well 'é.s_ the most leermed on the earth; and he usually car-
ries on his own graofous work of quickening and redeeming grace, in
a seoret, sovereign msnner, To this I must again observe, and what
I chiefly intend by this similitude, that the external blackness of
the Ethiopians, 1s as innocent and natural, as ’spots in the leopards;
snd that the difference of oolour and complexion, which in hath plee-
"sed God to ‘appoint among men, are no more unbecoming unto either of
them, than the different shades of the rainbow are unseemingly to the
whole, or unbecoming to any part of that apparent arch. It does
not alter the nature and quality of a man, whether he wears a black
or a white ooat whether he puts it on or strips it off, he 1s still
the same man, And so likewlse, when a man comes to die, it makes

no difference whether he was black or white, whether he was male or
‘female, whether he was great or swall, oo whether he was old or young;
none of these differences alter the essentiality of the man, any more
then he had wore & black or a white coat and thrown it off for eyer.

‘Mnother form of instruotion for the same purpose, may be taken
: ' from the slavery and oppres-
sion
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oppression which men have committed upon one another, as well as that
kind of bondage and servitude which was admitted under. the sanction
of the Divine law, But there is nothing set forth in the law as a
rule, or any fhing recorded therein that can stand as a precedent, or
make it lawful, for men to practice siavery; nor can any laws in fa-
vour of slavery be deduced from thénce, for to enslave men, be othcr-
wise, than unwarrantable, as it would be unnecessery and wrong, to
“order and command the sacrifices of beasts to be still continued.
"'Now the great thing imported by it, and what is chiefly to be deduced
from it in this respect, is, that so far as the lawy concerning bond-
servants, ‘and that establishment of servitude, as admitted in the
Mosaical institution, was set forth, it was thereby intended to pre-
figure and point 6ut, that spiritual subjection and bondage to sin,
that all mankind, by f;heir orig:lhal transgreséion, were fallem into.
A1l men in their fallen depraved state, being under a spirit of bon-
dage, sunk into a nature of brutish carnality, and by the lusts there-
of, they are carried captive and enslaved; and the oonse@enoe. is,
that they are sold under sin and in bondage to iniquity, and. carried
captive by the devil at his will, This being the oase, the thing
proves itself; for if there had been no evil and sin amongst men,
there never would have béen any kind of bondage, slavery and oppression
. found amongst them; and if there was none of these things to be found,
the great cause of it could not, in the present situation of men, be
podtted out to them in that eligible memner as it is. Wherefore
it wes necessary that something of that bondage and ‘servitude should
.be admitted into the ritual law for a figurative use, whioh, in
all
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all other respects and circumstances, was, in itself, contrary to the
whole tenure of the law, and naturally in itself unlawful for men to
practice,

Nothing but heavenly wisdom, and heavenly grace, can teach men
to understand. The most deplorable of all things is, that the dre-
adful situation of our universalde praved stateg which all mankind
lyeth under, is such, that those who are not redeemed in time, must
for ever continue to be the subjects of eternal bondage and misery.
Blessed be God! he hath appointed and set up a deliverance, and
the Saviour of Men is an Almighty Redeemer, When God, the Almighty
Redeemer and Saviour of his people, brought his Israel out of Egypt
and temporal bondage, it was intended and designed thereby, to set

“up an emblematical representation of their deliverance from the power
and captivity of sin, and from the dominion of that evil and malignant
gpirit, who had with exquisite subtility and guile at first seduced

- the original progenitors of menkind., And when they were brought to
the promised land, and had gottem deliverance, and subdued their
enemies under them, they were to reign over themy and their laws

respecting bond-servants, and other things of that nature, were to
denote, that they were to keep under and in subjection the whole
body of their evil affections and lusts, This is so declared by

the Apostle, that the law 1s spiritual, ond intended for spiritual

uses. The general state of slavery which took place in the world,
among other enormous orimes of wicked men might have served for an
emblem and similitude of our spiritual bondage and slavery to sin;
but, unless it had been admitted into the spiritusl and divine law,
it could not have stood and become an em=
blem
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emblem that there was any spiritual restoration and deliverance afe-
forded to us. By that which is evil in captivity and slavery among
men, we are thereby so represented to be under a like subjeetion to
sin; but by what is instituted in the law by Moses, in that respect
we are thereby represented as Israel to have dominion ever sin, and
to rule over and keep in subjection all our spiritual enemies,
And, therefore, any thing which had a seeming appearance in favour
of 'slavery, so far as it was admitted into the law, was to shew that
it was not naturel and innocent, like thet of different colours among
men, but as necessary to be made an emblem of what was intended by
it, and, consequently, as it stonds enjoined among other typical
representations, was to shew that every thing of eny evil appearance
“of it, was to be removed, and to end with-the other typical and eere-
' monial injunctions, when the time of that dispensation was over, -
This must appear evident to all Christian believers; and since there-
fore all these things are fulfilled in the establishment of Christiani-
ty, there is now nothing remaining in the law for a rule of practice
to men, but the ever abiding obligations, and ever binding injunctions
of moral rectitude, justice, equity end righteousness.
411 the other things in the Divine law, are for spiritual uses and
similitudes, for giving instruction to the wise, and understandin:
to the upright in heart, that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works, '

Among other things also, the wars of the Israelites, and the
extirpation of the Canaanites, and other cirocumstances as recorded

in pacved history, were intended to give instruction to men,
' but
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bud heve often been perverted to the most flagrant abuse, and even
inverted to the most notorious purposes, for men to embolden them=
‘selves.to commit wickedness, Every possession that men enjoy upon
earth are the glfts of God, and he vho gives them; may either take
them away again from men, or he may take men awey themselves fron the
.earth, as it pleaseth him. But who dare, even with Lucifér, the
melignant devourer of the world, think to imitate the most High?'
The extirpetion of the Canasnites out of their land, was so ordered,
not only to punish them fértheir idolatry and abominable wickedness,
but elso to shew forth the honour of his power, and the -sovereignty
of ‘him who is the only potent one that reigneth over the nations;
that all men at that time might learn to fear and know him who is
Jehoveh; and ever since that it might continue a standing memorial
of him, end a standard of honor unto him who doth according to his
will among the ammtes of heaven, and whatever pleaséth him with the
inhabitants of the earth. And, in -general, these transactions stend
recorded for an emblematical use and similitude, in the spiritual
warfare of every true Israelite throughout all the ages of time,
Bvery real believer and valiant champion in the knowledge and faith
- of their Omnipotent Saviour and Almighty Deliverer, as the very
nature of Christianity requires and enjoins, knoweth the use of these
things, and they know how to endurc hard:csc as goud soldiers of
Jesus Christ, - They have many battles to fight with their'ﬁnﬁeliéf;
the perverseness of thelr nature, evil tempers and besetting s:Lns,"'
these Canaanites which still dwell in their land., They are so =
C surrounded with adversa.ries, ‘that
they
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they have need always to be upon their guard, and to have all their
ariiour on, They are commended to cast off the works of darkness,’
and to put on the whole armour of righteousness and light; and that
they may be strong in the Lord, end in the power of his might, For
it is required that they should be able to stend against thefwiles
of the devil, the powers of the rulers of the darkness of{this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high places. And as their foes '
are mighty and tall like the Anakims, and fenced up to heaven, they
:must be mighty warriors, men of renown, valiant for the truth, strong
in the faith, fighting the Lord's battles, and overcoming all their
enemies, through the dear might of the Great Captein of their salva-
tion, In this warfare, should they meet with some mighty Agag,
some strong corruption, or besetting sin, they are commanded to cut
it down, and with the sword of Samuel to hew it to pieces before the
Lord, This, in its literal sense, may seem harsh, as if Samuel had
been oruel; and so will our sins, and other sinners insinuate and
tell us not to mind such things as the perfect law of God requires.
But if we consider that the Lord God who breathed into man the breath
of 1life, can suspend and take it away when he pleaseth, and thet there
1s not a moment we have to exist, whorein that 1ife may not be suspend-
ed before the next: it was therefore of an indifferent matter for
that man Agag, when the Lord, who hath the breath and life of-every
man in his hand, had appointed him at that time to die, for his great
wlckedness and the murders committed by him, whether he was slain by
Samuel or any other means. But what Samuel, the servant of the Lord
' did in that instance, was in obedience to his voice, and in it-
’ self
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itself a righteous decd, and a just judgment upon Agag. And the

matter imported by it, was also intended to shew, that =1l our fmalee
‘kite sins, and even the chief and darling of them, the avaricious and
oovetous Agags, shculd be cut off for ever, But if we spare them,

end leave them to remain alive in stubborn disobedience to the law

and commandments of God, we should in that case, be like Saul, out

off ourselves from the kingdoms of his grace., A{Aocording to this view, it
may sufﬁ.ce. to shew (end what infinite wisdom intended, no doubt,)

that & wise and righteous use moy be mede of those very things, which
otherwlse are generally perverted to wrong purposes.

And now, as to these few instances which I have collected from
that sacred hypothesis, whereby it is shewn, that other things are
implied and to be understood by the various incidents as recorded in
sacred writ, with a variet& of other things in nature, bearing an
analogous allusion to things of the greatest importance for every
Christien man to know and understand; and thet the whole of the
ritual law, though these things themselves are not to be again repeat-
ed, is of that nature and use as never to be forgotten. And therefore
to suppose; or for any Christians to say, that they have nothing to
do with those things now in the right use thereof, and what was in-
tended and imported thereby respecting themselves, would be equally
as absurd as to hear them speaking in the language of devils; and '
they might as well say as they did, when speaking out of the demoniae
that they have nothing to do with Christ.

Having thus endeavoured to shew, and what, I think, must appear
evident and obvious, that
none
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none of all these grand pretensions, as generally made use of by thé
favourers of slavery, to encourasc and crbelden them, in that iniquie-
tous traffic , can have any foundation or shadow of truth to support
them; and that there is nothing in nature, reason, and scripture can
be found, in any manner or wey, to werrant the enslaving of black
people more than others, '

But I em aware that some of these arguments will weigh notbing
agadnst such men as do not believe the soriptures themselves, nor
care to understand; but let them be aware not to meke use of these
things against us which they do not believe, or whatever pretence
they may have for committing violence against us., Any property
taken away from others, whether by stealth, fraud, or violence, must
- be wrong; but to take away men themselves, and keep them in slavery,
must be worses Skin for skin, sll that & man hath would be given
for his 1ife; and would rather lose his property to any amount what-
ever, than to have his liberty taken away, and be kept as a slave,

It must be an inconceivable fallacy to think otherwise: none but the
inoonsiderate, most obdurate and stubborn, could ever think that 1t
was right to enslave others. But the way of the wicked is brutish:
his own iniquity shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden
with the cords of his sins: he shall die without instruction, and

in the greatness of his folly he sihuil go asiray.

Among the various specles of men that commit rapine, and violence,
and murders, and theft, upon thelr fellow-oreatures, like the ravenous
beasts of the night, prowling for their prey, there are also those
that set out their héads in the open day, opposing all the obligations

| of civilization
among
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among men, and breaking through 211 the laws of justice and equity to
them, and meking even the very things vhich are analogous to the obli-
gations, which ought to warn and prohibit them, a pretence for their
iniquity and injustice. Such are the insidious merchants end pirates
that gladen their oars with the carnage and gaptivity of men, and the
vile negotiators and enslavers of the human species, The prohibitions
against them are so strong, that, in order to break through and to
commit the most notorious end flagrent crimes with impunity, they
are obliged to oll their poisonous protences with various perversions
"of sundry transactions of things even in sacred writ, that the acrim-
onious points of their arsenic may be swallowed down the better, and
. the evil effects of their crimes appear the less. In this respect,
instead of the sacred history of the Israelitish nation being made
profitebple to them, for doetrine, for reproof, for worrection, and
for instruction in righteousness, as it was intended, and given to
men for that purpose; but, instead thereof, the wars of the Israelites,
the extirpation and subjection of the Canaanites, and other transao—
tions of that kind, are generail.iy made use of by wicked men as prece-
dents and pretences to encourage and embolden themselves to commit
cruelty and slavery on their fellow~oreatures: and the mercilesa
depredators, negotiators, and emslavers of men, revert to the very
rituel law, of Moses as a precedent for their barberity, cruelty, and
injustice; which law, though devoid of eny iniquity, as bearing a
parallel allusion to other things signified thereby, can afford no
precedent - for their evil way, in any shape or view::what was intended
s by it 1s fulfilled, and in no respect,
or



P.56

or any thing like it, can be repeated again, without transgressing and
breaking through every other injunction, preccpt, and command of the
just and tremendous law of God.

The consequence of their apostacy from God, -and disobedience to
his law, became & snare to those men in times of old, who departed
from 1t; and because of their disobedience end wiockedness, the seve-
ral nations, which went astray after their own abominations, were
visited with many dreadful calamities and judgments, But to set up
the ways of the wicked for an example, and to make the laws respecting
- thelr suppression, and the judgments that were inflicted upon them for
their iniquity, and even the written word of God, and the transactions
of his providence, to be reversed and become and precedents, and pree
tences for men to commit depredations and extirpations, and for
enslaving and nwaotiating or merchandizing the human species, must
be horrible wickedness indeed, and sinning with a high hand, And
it cammot be thought otherwise, but that the abandoned aggressors,
among the learned nations will, in due time, as the just reward of
thelr aggravated iniquity, be visited with some more dreadful and
tremendous judgments of the righteous vengeance of God, than wha{
even befel ‘the Canaanites of old,

And it may be considered further, that to draw any inferences
in favour of extirpation, slavery, and negotiation of men, from the
written word of god, or from anything else in the history and eustoms
of different nations, as a precedent to embolden wicked men in
their wickedness; ocannot be more wicked, ridiculous, and absurd to

shew any further to these insidious negotiators
and
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and enslavers, than it would be to stand and laugh, and look on with
a brutel and savage impunity, et beholding the following supposition
transacted. Suppose two or three have-witted foolish fellows happened
to come past a crowd of people, gazing at onc which they had
hung ﬁp by the neck on a tree, as a victim suffering for breaking
" the laws of his country; and suppose these foolish fellows went on
a 1Ittle way in a bye path, and found some innocent person, not sus—
pecting any herm till taken hold of by them, and could not deliver
"h:unsel‘f from them, and just because they had seen among the crowd of
people which they ceame 'past, that there had been a man hung by the
" neck, they took it into their foolish wicked heads to hang up the
poor ;’Lhn'ocent man on the next tree, ahd just did as they had seen
* others do, to please their own fancy end base foolishness, to see how
he would svdng. Now if any of the other people happened to come up
to them, and saw what they had done, would they hesitate a noment to
"determine between themsel{res and these foolish rascals which had done
wickédness? Surely not; they would immediately take hold of such
s'l;upid wicked wretches, if it was in their power, and for their
brutish foolishness, have them chained in a Bedlam, or hung on e
" gibbet, But what would these base foolish wretches say for them—
sélves‘? That they maw others do so, and they thought there had been
no harm in it, and they only did as they had seen the crowd of people
do before. A poor fool:i:sh, base, rascally excuse indeed! But
not a better éxcuse than this, can the brutish enslavers and negotia-
tors of men find in all the amals of history, - The ensnarers,

' ' negotiators, gnd oppres=

80rs
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oppressors of men, have only to become more ebandoned in wickedness
than these supposed wrctches could be; and to pass on in the most
abominable bye paths of wickedncss, and make every thiﬁg that they
can see an example for their.‘bruta'l barbarity; and vhether 1t be a
man hanged for his crimes, or an innocent men for the wretched wickeds
ness of others; right or wrong it makes no difference to thém, ir
they can only satisfy their own wretched and brutal averice, Whether
1t be the Israclités subjecting the Cenaenites for their orimes, or
the Canaanites subjecting the Israelites, to gratify their own wickede
ness, it makes no difference to them, When they see some base wrete
ches like themselves ensnaring, enslaving, oppressing, whipping,
starving with hunger, and cruelly torturing and murdering some of the
poor helpless part of mankind, they would think no harm in it, they
would do the same. Perhaps the Greeks end Romans, and other orowds
of barbarous nations have done so before; they can make that & pree
cedent, and think no harm in it, they would still do the same, and
worse than any barbarous nations ever did vl:;efore: end if they look
backwards and forwards they can find no better precedent, ancient or
modern, than that which is wicked, mean, brutish, and base, To praee
tise such abominable parallels of wickedness of ensnaring, !iegotiating
end enslaving men, is the scandel and shame of mankind; And what
must we think of their crimes? Let the groens and cries of the
murdered, and the cruel slevery of the Africans tell!

They that can stand and look on end behold no evil in the
infamous traffic of slavery must be
sunk
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sunk to a wonderful degrec of insensibility; but surely those that
can delight in that evil way for their gain, and be plecased with the
wickedness of the wicked, and sce no harm in subjccting their fellowe
creatures to’slavery, and keeping them in a statc of bondage and sube
Jection as a brute, must be wrctehedly brutish indced. - But so be-
witehed are the general part of menkind with some sottish or selfish
principle, «that they care nothing about what is right or wrong, any
farther than their own interest leeds them to; and when avarice
leads them on they can plead a thousand excuscs for doing wrong, or
letting others do wickedly, so as they have any advantage by it, to
their own gratification and use, That sottish and selfish principle,
without concern and dtscermment among men is such that if ‘they can
only prosper themselves, they care nothing sbout the miserable situa=
“:'tlon of others: and hence it is, that even those who are elevated
to high rank of power end affluence, and as becoming their eminent

stations, have opportunity of extending their views afar, yet they
can shut their eyes at this enormous evil of the slavery and commerce
" of she human species; and, contrary to all the boasted accomplishments,
and fine virtues of the civilized and enlightened nations, they can
fit still and let the torrent of robbery, slavery, end oppression
roll on, ' E
There is a way which seemeth good unto e man, but the end thereof
are the ways of death, Should the enslavers of men think tc justify
themselves in their evil way, or that it cen in any possible way be
wight for them to subject others to slavery; it is but charitable to

evince and declare unto them, that they are those who have gone
e ' : ' into
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into that evil way of brutish stupidity as well as wickedness, that
" they can behold nothing ‘of moral rectitude and equity among men but
in the gloomy darkness of their own hemisphere, like the owd}s and
' nisht-hawks, who can see nothing but mist and vda.rlmeés in the meridian
blaze of day, When men forseko the psths of virtuo, rightecusngss,
.‘justice,}' and mercy, and become vitiated in any evil way, all their
pi‘eténdea virtues, sensibility, and prudence among men, however high
thoy may shine in their own, and of others estimation, will omly
appear to be but specious villainy at last, That virtue whioh will
ever do men any good in the end, is as far from that which some men
oall such, as the gaudy appearance of a glowwworm in the dark is to
the intrinsic value and lustre of a diemond: for if a man hath not
" love in his heart to his fellow~ereatures, with a generous philanthropy
diffused throughout his whole soul, all his other wirtues are
not worth a straw, :
The whole law of God is founded upon love, and the two grand
branches of it are these: Thou shall love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart and with all thy soul; and thou shalt love thy neighbour
as thyself, And so it was vhen man was first created and made:
they were created male and female, and pronounced to bé in the image
of God, and, as his representative, to have dominion over the Lower
ereation: and their Maker, who 1s love, and the intelleotual Pather
of Spirits, blessed them, and commanded them to erise in a bond of .
union of nature and of blood each being a brother and a sister to.
gether, and oach the lover and the loved of one another. But when
they were envied and inveded by the grand
enslaver
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enslaver of men, all their jarring incoherency arose, «nd those who
adhered to their pernicious usurper soon becane enviocus, hateful, and
hating one another, ind those wﬂq go on to injure, cnsnere, oppress,
and enslave their fellow-creatures, menifest their hatred to men, and
maintain their own i.nfamoué dignity and vassalage, as the servants
of sin and the devil: but the man that has any honour as a man
scorns their ignominicus dignity: the noble philanthropist looks up
to his God and Father as his only sovereign; ond he looks around on
his fellow men as his brethren and friends; and in every situation
and case, however mean and contemptible they may seem, he endeavours
to do them good: and should he meet with one in the desert, whom he
never saw before he would hail him my brother! my sister! my friend!
how fares it with thee? And if he can do any of them any good it
would gladden every nerve of his soul,

But as there is but one law and one manner prescribed universally
for all mankind, for you, and for the stranger that sojourneth with
you, and wheresoever they may be scattered throughout the face of the
whole earth, the difference of superiority and inferiority which are
found subsisting amongst them is no way incompatible with the univer-
sal law of love, honour, righteousness, and equity; so that a free,
voluntary, and sociable servitude, which is the very basis of human
socliety, either civil or religious, whereby we serve one another that
we may be served, or do good that good may be done unto izé, is in all
things requisite and agreeable to all law and justice., But the taking
away the naturel liberties of men, and compelling them to any'

involuntary slavery, or
compul sory
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compulsory service, is an injury end robbery contrary to all law,
civilization, reason, justice, equety, and humanity: therefore when
men break through the laws of God, end the rules of civilization
among men, and go forth to steal, to rob, to plunder, to oppress and
to enslave, and to -destroy their fellow-oreatures, the laws of God
and man require that they should be suppressed, and deprived of thelr
liberty, or perhaps their lives.
But' justice end equity does not always reside among men, even
where some considerable degree of civilization is maintained; if it
had, that most imfamous reservoir of public and abandoned merchandi-
gers and enslavers of men would not have been suffered so long, nor
“the poor unfortunate Africans, that never would have crossed the
Atlantic to rob them, would not have become their prey., But it is
Just as great and as heinous a transgression of the law of God to
steal, kidnap, buy, sell, and enslave any one of the Africans, as it
would be to ensnare any other man in the same manner, let him be who
he will., And suppose that some of the African pirates had been as
dexterous as the Buropeans, and that they had made excursions on the
~ocoast of Great=Britain or elsewhere, and though even assisted by
some of your own insiduous neighbours, for there mey be some men
even among you vile enough .to do such a thing if they could get money
by it; and that they should carry off your sons and your daughters,
and your wives and friends, to a perpetual and barbarous slavery,
YO.u.,'would tcertainly think thet those African pirates were justly
deserving of eny punishment that could be put upon them, But the
European pirates and
merchandigers
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mercha.ndizers of the human. SpGCles, let them belong to what nation
they will are equally as bad; and they have no better right to
_steal, ld..dna_,p,wbuy, .and carry. awvey and sell the ..fricans, than the
Z"Aﬁ'icans would have‘ to carry awey any of the Europeans in the same
| '.'barbarous and unlawful manner,

- But aga:ln let us follow the European piracy to the West=-Indies,
or a.ny where among Christians, and this law of the Lord Christ must
stare every infidel slave=holder in the face, And as ye would that
men should do to ycu, do ye elso to them likewise. But there is no
alave-holder' would like to hove himself enslaved and to be treated
as a dog, and sold like a beast; and therefore the slave-holders,

' and merchandizers of men, tra.nsgress this plaa.n law, and they commit
a younger violation ageinst it, and act more contrary unto it, than
it would be for a parcel of slaves to assume authority over their
ma.sters, and compel them to slavery under them; for, if that was not
doing as they would wish to be done to, it would be doing, a.t least,
as others do to them, in a way equally as much and more wrong. But
our Divine Lord and Master Christ also teacheth men to forgive one
,;another their trespasses, and thet we are not to do evil because others
“do so, and to revenge injuries done unto us. Wherefore it 1s
better, and more our duty, to suffer ourselves to be lashed and oruel=
ly treated than to. take up the. tash of their barbarity. The
Just 1aw. of God requires en equel retaliation end restoration for
every injury that men may do to .others,_ to shew the greatness of the
orime; but the law of f‘orbearahee, 'n',ghfbeousness‘ and forgiveness,

" forbids the i‘etaliation to be sought affer, when it would

be
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be doing as great an injury to them, without any reparation or benefit
to ourselves. For what man cen restore an eye that he may have
deprived another of, and if even a double punishment was to pass upon
nim, end that he was to lose both his eyos for the orime, that would
meke no reparation to the other man whom he had deprived of one eye,
“And 's0, likewiso, when a man is carried eaptive and enslaved, and
maimed and cruelly treated, thet would make no adequate reparstion
and restitution for the injuries he had received, if he was even to
goet the person who had ensnared him to be taken captive and treated
in the same manner. What he is to seek after is a deliverance and
protection for himself, and not a revenge upon others, Wherefore
~ the honest and upright, like the just Bethlehem Joseph, ocannot think
of doing evil, nor require an equal retaliation for such injuries’
done to them, so as to revenge themselves upon others, for that whioh
would do them no manner of goods Such vengeanoce belongeth unto'the
. 'Lord, end he Wi}l render vengeence and recompence to his enemies and

" the violaters of his law. o '

But thus saith the law of God: If a man be found steal:l;ﬁg any

of his neighbours, or he that stealeth a man (let him be who he will)
and selleth him, or that maketh merchandize of him, or if he be
found in his hand, then that thief shall die. However, in all
modern slavery among Christians, who ought to know this leaw, they
have not had any regerd to it, -Surely if any lew among them admits
of death as a puniskment for robbing or defrauding others of their
money or goods, it ought to be double death, if it was possible,
when & man is:robbed of himself, end sold into captivity and
' oruel
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cruel slavery. Put because of his own goodness, and because of the
universal depravity of men, the .Sovercirn Judse of all has introduced

a law of forbearance, to ‘spare such trensgressors, where in many cases

* the law defiounces death as the punrishment for.their crimes, unless for

those founded upen murder, or such ebominations es cannot be forborne

"with in any civilization among men., But this law of forbeerance is

no altera.tion of* the law itsclf; it is only a respite in order to
spare suoh as will fly to him for refuge and forgiveness for all their
crimes, and for all their iniquities, who 1s the righteous fulfiller
of the law, and the surety and representative of men before G-od‘ and
ir they do not repent of their iniquity, and reform to a life of new
obedience, as being under greater obligetions to the law, but go on

B in their evil way, they must at last for ever lie under the ocurse and

every penalty of the just and holy law of the Most High. This ®sems
to be determined so by that Great Judge of the law, when the accusers

of a woma.n, taken in adultery, braught her before him, he stooped

-

down a5 a man and wrote, we may suppose, the orimes of her accusers

vin the ‘dust, and as the God of all intelligence painted them in their

ooz'isoiexioes,' wherefore they fled away one by one, and the woman was
left alone before him; and as there was none of her accusers in that
case righteous enough to throw the first stone, and to execute the
law Vup'oﬁ her, she was, Bid to go and sin uww mere, But it is mani-

"fes'l':ed ‘that every crime that men may commit, where death is mentioned

as the penalty thereof in the righteous law of God, it denotes a very

great offence and a heinous transgression; and although, in many oases,

it
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i1t may meet with some mitigation in the punishment, because of the
forbearance of God, and the unrighteousness of men, it cannot thereby
be thought the less oriminel in itself. But it also supposes,

where striot severities are made use of in the laws of eivilization,
that the doers of the law, and the judges of it, ought to be very
righteous themselves. And with regard to that law of menweslealers,
merchandizers, and of slaves found in their hands, that whatever
mitigation and forbearance such offenders ought to meet with, their

- crimes ‘denote a very heinous offence, and a great violation of the
lew of God; they ought, therefore, to be punished according to their
trespasses, which, in some cases, should be death, if the person so
robbed and stole should die in consequence thereof, or should not be
‘restored and brought back; and even then to be liable to every damage
and..penalty that the judges should think proper: for it is annexed

. to this law and required, that men should put away evil from among:
them., But this cannot ngw extend to tho West=Indic slsvery: what
should rather be required of them, in their present case of infatuae
"“tion, is to surrender and give it up, and heal the stripes that they
have wounded, and to pour the healing balm of Christianity into the

" bleeding wounds of Heathen barbarity and cruelty.

A1l the criminal laws of civilization seem to be founded upon
that law of God which was publishad to Nooh and his sensy and,
consequently, as it is again and again repeated, it becomes irreverw
sible, and universal to all mankind., 4nd surely your blood of your )
lives will I require: at:thé hand of every deast will I requlre it;
and at the hand of man, at the hand of every man's brother, will I

require
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require the life of man, Vhoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall
his blood be shed: for in the image of God &ede he man, If this
law of .God had not been given to men, murder itself would not have
been eny orime; and those who punished it with death would Just have
been as guilty es-the other, But'the law of God is just righteous
and holy, and ought to be regarded and revered above all the laws of
men; and this is added unto it: Whet thing soever I command you,
obgerve to do it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it.
But it is an exceeding impious thing for men ever to presume, or
think, as some will say, that they would make it death as a pumlsh-
ment for such a thing, end such 2 trespass; or that they ocan make
any oriminal laws of oivilisation as binding with a penalty of death
for any thing just what they please. No such thing can be supposed;
no man upon earth ever had, or ever can have, a right to make lawa
where a penalty of cutting off by death is required as the punishment
'f'or the tra.négression thereof: what is required of men is to be the
doers of the law, and some of them to be judges of it; and if they
Judge wrongfully fin taking away the lives of their fellow=oreatures
contrary to the law of God, they commit murder.

) The reason why a man suffers death for breaking the laws of his’
country is, because he transgresseth the lew of God in that commmity
he belongs to: and the laws of civilization ere binding to put that
3aw in force, and to point out and shew a sufficient warrant where=
fore he should suffer, according as the just law of God requires for

his trespass; and then it is just and right that
he
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he should die for his crimec, Jfnd as murder is irreversible to be
punished with death, -semetimes when it is not done, but only implied
or.eventualiy intended, it even then requires death; and in this
.sense 1t becomes right to face our enemies in the field of battle,
and to ocut them off, And when spies and incendiaries rise up, or
when rebellions breek forth, and the lives of the Sovereign and others,
and the good of the community is not safe while such pretenders amd
their chief supporters are suffered to live; then it may be lawful,
in some oeses, that they should die; but in cases of this kind there
is generally more cowardice and oruelty than justice and merey regarded,
and more disoretionary power left for men to use their authority
in, and to establish criminal laws or precedents than in any thing
else. Hence we may find many of the different chiefs and kings in
different parts of the world, in all ages, wading through a sea of
blood to their thrones, or supporting themselves upon it, by desolating
and destroying others; and we may find good and bad in all ages
setting up wretohed examples for men to be guided by; and herein we
may find a.David, a Solomon, a Cromwell, committing murder and death,
and a Charles the Second committing a greater carnage upon more ine
nqoocent people than those who suffered in the relgn of a bloody Queen
Mary; and even in a late rebellion there were many suffered in
Britain, which, if they had been preserved to this mild reign, they
would have been as gaod neighbours, and as feithful subjects, as any
other, But among all pretemces for taking away the lives of men by
any form of law, that for religion is the most
unwar-
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tmwarranta'ble° it is the comnand of God to suppress idolatry, and to
break down the images and external pomp of pross superstition, but not
to destroy men themselves: that persecution is murder if it takes

away the lives of men for their religion. for it has nothing to do
with what men may think with i'espect to their own duty; and if a man
is foolish enovv.ghv to make an image of wood or stcne, end to worship-it,
or'even to adore a picture, if he keeps. it to himself, persecution

has hothing to do with him,

. . The law of God forblds all manner of covetousness and thef't:
but when anything is teken away by stealth, it is not like those
injuries which cannot be restored, as the ocutting off or wounding any
of the members of the body; but it admits of a possible restoration,
whether the violators can restore it or not as the law requires, so
if 2 man owes a just debt it is not the less due by him 4f he has got
nothing to pay it with; such transgressors ought to be punished accord-
ing to their trespasses, but not with death: for the law of God is,
"If a thief be found breaking up, "and he be smitten that he die,
i1f it was in the "night there shall be no blood shed for him; "but
if the sun be risen upon him, there was "blood required for him if he
was ld.'l.led- for "saith the law it required only he should make
"full restitutlon, and if he had nothing, then "he should be sold
for his theft. And if any "mamner of theft be found in a man's
hand, the "law requires a retaliation and r estoration; that "is,
that he should restore double; but if it be "sold or made eway with,
1t was then to be four-fold, and, in some oases, five, six or seven times

' "as
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"as much®," Aceording to this lew, when the property of others is
taken awé.y, either by stealth, fraud, or violence, the aggressors
should be subjected to such bondage and hard labour (and especially
when the trespass is great, =nd they have nothing to pay) as would be
requisite to make restitution to the injured, and to bring about a
reformation to themselves, find if they .have committed violence
" elther by threats or force, they ought to suffer bodily punishment,
and the severity of it according to their orimes, and the stubbornness
of their obduracy; and all such punishments as are necessary should
be inflicted upon them without pitying or sparing them, though perhaps
not to be continued for ever in the brutal mammer that the West—India
slaves suffer for almost no orimes

But whereas the robbing of others in any manner of their property
1s often attended with such cruelty and violence, and a severe loss
to the sufferers, it may, in some cases, be thought that the law of
“God suffioiently warrants the taking away the lives of the aggressors;
for the taking away of a man's property in gencral may be congldered
as taking away his life, or at least the means of his support, and '
then the punishing the transgressors with death can only in that oase
be reckoned a constructive murder. Wherefore the transgressors ought
to be punished severely; but never with any laws of civiliszation
where death is concerned, without a regard to the lew of God.

® A great part of this law is strictly observed in Africa, and
we make use of saorifices, and keep a sabbath every seventh day,
more striotly than Christians generally do.

And
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And when the law of God admits of a forbearance, and a kind of forgive
ness in many things, it ought to be the grant law of eivilization te
seek out such rules of punishmentas are best calculated to prevent
injuries of every kind, and to reclaim the transgressors; and it 1is
best, if it can be done, to punish with a less degree of severity thaa
their orimes deserve., But all the laws of civilization must Jar
greatly when the law of God is sorewed up in the greatest severity to
punish men for their crimes on the one hand, and on the other to be
totally disregarded®*. When the Divine law points out e theft, where

the thief should meke restitution for his trespass, the laws of civili-

sation say, he must dle for his orime: and when that law tells us,
that he who stealeth or maketh merchandize of men, that such a thief
shall surely die, the laws of civilisation say, in many cases, that
it is no orime. In this the ways of men are not equal; but let the
wise and just determine whether the laws of Gad or the laws of men
are right. |
Amongst some of the greatest transgressors of the laws of oivili-

gatlon, those that defraud the publiec by forgery, or by substituting
or falsifying any of the current specie, ought to have their lives or
their liberties taken away; for although they may not do any personal
injury, they ocommit the greatest robbery and theft, both to individuals
and the whole community. But cven in the suppréssion of those,

men have no right to add or

® This confessional minstrel may be often repeated, but, I fear,
seldom regarded: " We have offended against thy holy" laws; we have
left undone those things which we ought to "have done; and we have
done those things whioh we "ought not to have done."

dimini sh
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vdinﬂ.nish any thing to the law of God, with respect to taking away their
lives, Wherefore, ;i.f the law of God does not so clearly warrent,
that they should die for their theft,it, at least, fully warrants
that they should be sold into slavery for their orimes; and the laws
of oiviligation may justly bind them, and hold them in perpetual bond-
age, because they have s0ld themselves to work iniquity; but not
that they should be sold to the heathen, or to such as would not
instruot them: for there might be hope, that if good instruction was
properly administered unto them, there might be a possible reformation
‘wrough't upon some of them., Some, by their ingenious assiduity, have
tamed the most savage wild beasts; it is oertainly more laudable to
tame the most brutish and savege men, end, in time, there might be
some Onesimus's found amongst them, that would become useful to re-
olaim others, Those that break the laws of civilization, in any
flagrant manner, are the only species of men that others have a right
to enslave; and such ought to be sold to the community, with every
thing that oan be found belonging to them, to maeke a commutation of
regtitution as far as could be; and they should be kept at some use-
ful and laborious employment, and it might be at some embarkation, or
recovering of waste ground, as there might be land recovered on rivers
and shores, worth ell the expence, for the benefit of the community
they belonged to. The oontinuance of that criminel slavery and
bondage, ought to be according to the nature of their crimes, with e
reference to their good behaviour, either to be continued or protracted.
Such as were condemned for life, when thelr orimes were great, and -
themselves stubborn, ™
might
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might be so marked as'to render their getting awey impossible without
being diséovered, and that the very sight of one of them might deter
others from committing their orimes, as much as hanging perhaps o
dozen of them; and it might be made so severe unto them, that it
would render their _own society in bondoge, almost the only preferable
one that thoy oould enjoy among men, The ‘menner of confining then
would not be so impracticeble as some may be apt to think; and all
these severities come under the laws of men to punish others for thelr
orimes, but they should not g0 beyond the Just law of God; and neither
should his lews be suspended, where greater trespasses are committed.

In this sense every free commmity might keep slaves, or oriminal
prisoners in bondage; and should théy be sold to any other, 1t should
not be to strangers, nor without their own consent; and if any were
sold for a term of years, they would naturelly become free as soon as
their purchase could be paid, But if any man should buy another
man without his own consent, end compel him to his service and slavery
without any agreement of that man to serve him, the enslaver is a
robber, and a defresuder of that man everyday. Wherefore it is ae
much the duty of & man who is robhod in thot mamner to get out of the
hands of his enslaver, as it is for any honest community of men to
get out of the hands of rogues and villains, And however much
is required of men to forgive onc another their trespasses in one |
respect, 1t 1s also manifest, end what we are commanded, as noble, to
reslst evil in a.néther, in order to prevent others doing évi.'l, and to
lceep ourselves from ﬁarm. Thorefore, if there was no other way to

‘ | deliver
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deliver a man from slavery, but by enslaving his master, it would bo
lewful for him to do so if he was able, for this would be doing just—
ice to himsclf, and be justice as the law requires, to chastise his
master for onslaving of his wrongfully, ' -

Thence this gencral and grent duty. should be observed by overy
man, not to follow the multitude to do ovil, neither to recomponce
evil for evil; and yet, so thet & man may lawfilly defend himself,
and endeavour to secure himseclf, and others, as far as he can, from
injuries of overy kind., Wherefore all along, in the history of man-
kind, the various depredetions committed.in the world, by enslawing,
‘ortirpating and destroying men, were always contrary to the laws of
God, and what he had strictly forbidden and commanded not to be done.
But insoleht, proud, wicked men, in all ages, and in all places, are
alike; they disregard the laws of the Most High, and stop at no evil
in their power, that they can contrive with any pretence of “consistenay
in doing mischief to others, ‘80 as it may tend to promote their
own profit and ambition., Such are all the depredators, kidnappers,
merchandizers and enslavers of men; they do not care, nor oconsider,
how much they injure others, if they can make any adventage to them~
selves by it, But whenever these things were committed by wicked
men, & :etaliatioh was sought after, as the only wey of deliverance;
for he who leadeth into captivity, should be carried captive; and he
which destroyeth with the sword, should die with the sword, And as
1t became necessary to punish those that wronged others, when the
punishors went beyond the bounds of a just rataliation, and fell into

‘ the same or:LmeQ of the oppressors, not to prevent
them—
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themseives from harm, end to deliver the oppressed. and the captiwe,;-
but to oppress and enslave othcrs, as.much s they before then hed
done, the consequence is plainy .that gn impending overthrow must still
fald.._upon them likewlses .In-thcot respect, so far as conguerors are
permitted to beaome a judgment and a scourge to others, for their
enormous transgressions, they are themselves. not & bit the more safyo,
for what they do, they often do. wickedly for their own purpose; and
when the purpose of Divihe Providence, whe raised them up, is fulfile-
led by them, in the punishment of. othors for their orimes; the next
wave thereof will be to visit them also according to thelr wickedness
with some dreadful overthrow, and to swallow them up in the sea of
destruction end oblivion. '

History affords us many examples of severe retaliations, revolu-
tions and dreadful overthrows; and of‘ma.n,,r orying under the heavy
load of subjeotion and .oppression, seeking for deliverance. 4nd
methinks I hear now, many of my countrymen, in complexion, crying and
groaning under the heavy yoke of slavery and bondage, and praying to
be del:!.vered- and the word of the Lord :ls thus spea.ld.ng for them,
while they are bemoa.ning themse:l.ves under the gﬁévous bonds of their
misery and woe, saying, Woe :ls me' alas Aﬁ‘ioa. for I am as the -
last gleanings of the summer fruit as the grape, gleanings of the
vd.ntage, where no cluster is to eut The good are pe*ished out
of the earth and there is none upright .among. mon' they all lie in
weit® for blood; they hunt every man his brother with a net. That
they mey do evil w:lth both hands earneg‘bly, the prlnoe asketh, and '
the :]udge asketh for & rewo.rd and the great man be uttereth his

e,
misohievous
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\ miSqﬁievous desire; so they wrap it up, Among tho best in Africa,
we have found them sharp as a bréarj mong the most upright, we have
found them sharper than o thornehedge in the WesteIndies, Yet, O
Africa} yot, poor slavel The day of thy we tehmen oometh, and thy
visitation draweth nigh, that shall be their perplexity. Theroforo
I will look unto the Lord; and I will wait for the God of my salvation
my God will hear me, ReJolce not against mo, O mine enemy; though
I be fallen, I shall yot arise; though I sit in darkness, the Lord
shall yet be a 1light unto me, I will bear the indignation of the
Lord, because I have sinned egainst him, until he plead my cause, and
exocute judgment for me, and I shall behold his righteousness, Then

" mine enemies shall see it, and shame shall oover them which said unto

me, Where 1s the Lord thy God, that regardeth thco: Mine eyes
shall behold them trodden down as the mire of the streets. In that
day thet thy walls of deliveranco are to be built, in that day shall
the dcoree of slavery be far removed, )

What revolution the end of that predominant evil of slavery ond
oppression may produce, whether the wise and oonsiderate will rurrender
‘ and give it up, end make restitution for the injuries that they
have already done, as far as they cany or whether the foree of their
wickedness, and the iniquity of their power, will leed them on until
some universal calamlty burst forth against the abandoned earriers.of ___
it on, and against the criminel nations in confederacy with them, is
not for me to determine? But this must appear evident, that for
any man to carry on a traffic in the merchandize of 'slaves, and to
keep them in slavery; or for eny netion to sppress, oxtirpete and
destroy othersy that these are orimes of the greatest -
magnitude,

—
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megnitude, and a most daring violation of the laws end commandments .

of the Most High, end which, at last, wﬂl‘ be cvidenced in the destruc~
tion and ‘ovérthrow of all the transgres.;ors. And nothing else

oan be expected for such v:Lolat:Lons of taKing away the natural z‘ights
and libertics of men, but that ’chose who are the doers of 1t will meet
with some awful visitetion of the righteous judgment of God., and in
such & manner as it cannot be thought thot his Just vengoanoe for
their iniquity will be the less trcmendous bocauso his Judgmonts are
long delayed, ' .

None but men of the most brutish and depraved nature,‘ led on by
the invidious influence of infernal wickedness, could have made their
settlements in the different perts of the world discovered by them,
and have treated the various Indian nations, in the menner that the
barbarous inhimen Buropeans have done: énd their esteblishing and
carrying on that most dishonest, unjust and dlabolicel traffic of
buying and selling, and of enslaving mon, is such a monstroﬁs, auda~
clous and unperallelled wickednoss, that the very ides of it is shook-
ing, and the whole nature of it is horrible and infernal, It may
be snid with confidence as a certain general fact that all their
foreign settloments and colonios were founded on murders and devasta-
tions, end that they heve continued their deprodations in ocruel
slavery and oppression to this day for where such predominent wicked- '
ness as the African alave-trade, and the West Indion slovory, is
admitted tolerated and supported 'by them, as oarrled on in their
oolonies, the nations and people who are the supporters and encoura~
gors thereof must be not only gu:l.lty fhemselvos of that shameful and

abandoned
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abandoned ev:l.li end wickednggs, so very. disgraceful to human nature, .
but even partakers in 'those ‘,cr:l,mes of the most vilc combinations of
various pirates, ld.dnapperé, robbers and thieves, the ruffiens and
stealers of mén, thet ever mado their appearance in the world.

Soon aﬂ:br Columbus had discovered Anior.l.oa,. that great navigator
was himself greatly anbari'assed and treated unjustly, and his best
designs counteracted by the wicked baseness of thosec whom he led to
that ddscovery, The infernal conduct of his Spanish competitors,
whose loading motives wore oovetousneés, averice and fanaticism, soon
made thelr appearance, and became ocruel and dreadful., At Hispaniola
tho base perfidy and bldody treachery of the Spaniards, led on by the
porfidious Ovando, in selzing the peaccable Queen Anacoana and her
attendants, burning her palace, putting all to destruction, and the
innocent Queen an:i her people to a oruel death, is truly horrible and
lamentable, And led on by the treasherous Cortes, the fate of the
great Montezuma was dreadful and sehocking; how that American monarch
was treated, betrayed end destroyed, and his vast extensive empire
of the Me:d.oans 'brought to ruin and-devastation, no man of sensibility
of feeling can read the history without pity and resentment, And
loold.ng over another page of that history, sensibility would kindle
into horror and indignation, to see the base treacherous bastard
Pigarra at the head of the Spanish banditti of misocreant depredators,
leading them on, and ovgrturning one of the most extensive emp:l.re;
in the world, 'To recite a little of this as & specimen.of theresbe—

It seeps Pigarra, with his oompany of depreda-
tors,



depredators, had artfully penetrated into the Peruvién"y'émpire;' and
pretendcd an embassy of peace from a great monarch, and demandcd en
audience of the noble Atehualpa, the great Inca or Lord of that |
 ompire, that the terms of théir embassy might beexplained, and the
reason of their coming into the territories of that monarch,
" Atahualpa fearing theé ‘menaces-of those terrible inveders, and th1m-
Ang to appease thom by complying with thelr request, rolied on Pizer-
ra's feigned pretensions of friendship; accordingly the day ms
appointed, and Atahualpe made his appesrance W th the greates’é dec('inoy
end splendour he could, to meet 'siich superior beings as the Anie;ji-’-
' cans cdncelved their invaders to be, with four hundred meh in an uni-
form dress, as harbingers to oclear the way before him, and himself
sitting on a throne or coush, adornod with plumes of verious colour rs,
and almost covered with plates of gold and silver, enrichéd with
precious stones, and was co.rz'.i.ed on the shoulders of his pri.naipa.J
attondants, A4s he approached near the Spa.nish quarters the arch
fanatic Father Vincent Valverde, ohaplain 4o the expeditlon, advanced
with a oruoifix in one hand and a ‘breviary in the qther, and begen
with & long discourse, pretending to eacplaih some of' the general ,
dootrines of Christienity, togother with the fabulous notion of ¢ St. '
Peter's vicegerency, and the transnd.ssion of his apostolic power
- eontinued in the suscession of the Popes, and that the then Pone,
Kloxander, by donation, had invested their master as ‘the sole Monerch
of 211 the New World. In oconsequence of 'this," Atdhuélpe. wé.s instanfly
roquired to embrece the Christian réligion, acknowledge the jurisdiction
of the Pope,
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refuse an immodiate complionce with these requisiticns, they were to

declere war egainst him, and thet he might ‘expect the drecdful effects

of .their vengeence. This strange harangue, unfolding deep nweter'ies, -

and alluding to such unknown. faots,' of ~shich no.power of eloquence

could trenslote, end oonyey,. at onoe, if & dlgtinot- ddea to en émericaon,

. that its ge:nerol tenor was altogether incomprehensible to Atahualpa.

Some parts in 1%, as more- obv;l.oua than the rest, ﬁlled ‘hin. with. -

_ astonishment and indignation, His reply, howgver, wos temperatc, nnd

as sulteble as oould be well oxpected. He o‘bgerved that he wos Lo:rd

of the dominions over which he reigned by hereditery successions; and

sald, that he oould not oonocelve how a foreign pr:!.est should pretond

to dispose of territories which did not, belong to him, and that 1" e

such .a preposterous gi'ant had been made, hg, who was’ the. rightfhl

poseessor, ‘refused to oconfirm it; that he. had.- no :Lno;l:l.na,tion {0 ro=

nounce the mwligious institutions established by his a.ncestors, nor 4

would he forsake the service of the Sun, the immortal divinity whom

he and his people revored, in:order to worship the God of the Spmiiards,

who was subjeot to death; and that with respect to other matters, ‘he

had never heard of them before, and did not then understand thedr

mea.ning - And he desired to know where Valverde had lear,ne@ th:lmgs

so extraordinery, In this book, replied tho fenatic Monk, reaching*®

out his breviary. The Incd opened it eagerly, end. 'turn:lng over the ..

--leaves, 1ifted it to his ear: This, .seys he, is sﬂenir it tells me

‘nothing; and threw it with disdadn to the ground, The . 8
enraged
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enraged father of ruffians, turning towards his countrymen, the
assassinators, cried out, To arms, Christians, to arms; the word
of God 1s insulted; avenge this profanation on these impious dogs.

At this the Christien desperadoes impatient in deley, as soon
as the signal of assault was given their martial muslc begen to play,
and their attack was rapid, rushing suddenly upon the Peruviens, and
with their hell-~invented enginery of thunder, fire and smoke, they |
soon put them to flight and destruotion, The Inca, though his nobles
or~vied round him with officlous zeal, end fell in numbers at his
feet, while they vied one with another in saorificing thelr own lives
thet they might cover tﬁe sacred person of their Sovereign, wés soon
penetrated to by the assassinatérs, dragged from his throne, and
carried to the Spanish quartecrg., The fate of the Monarch increased -
the precipitate flight of his followers; the plains being covered
with upwards of thirty thousand men, were pursued by the ferooi ous
Spaniards towards every quarter, who, with deliberate and unrelenti.ng
barbarity, continued to slaughter the wretched mgitives +#H11 the
olose of the day, that never had once oﬁ’ered at ony resistanoe.
Plzorra had contrived this daring end perfidious plan on purpose to
get hold of the Inca, notwithstanding his assumed character of an
ambassador from.a powerful .monarch to court en. ellience with that
prince, and in violation of all’ the repeated oﬁ'ers of his own friend-
ship, The noble Inca thus found himself betrayed end shut up in _
the Spanish quarters, though scarce aware et ﬁrst of the vast _carnage
and destruction of his people; but soon conoeiving the destn'xo—

Hve
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destructive consequences that attended his confinement, end by behold-
ing the vast treasures of spoil that the Spaniards had so eagerly "
gathered up, he learned something of their covetous disposition: and
he offered as a rensom what astonished the Spaniards, even after all
they now knew concerning the epulence of his kingdom: the apartment
in which he was confined was twonty=two feot in laength end sixteen :Ln
breadth, he undertook to fill 1t with vessels of gold as high as he
could recech, This tempting proposal was eagerly agreed to by Piz-
arra, end a line wes drawn upon the wells of the chamber to mark the '
stipulated height to which the treasure was to rise, The gold was
accordingly collectod from various parte with the greatest expedition
by the Inca's obedient and loving subjects, who t,houéht nothing too
much for his ransom end 1life; but, aftor all, poor Atehualpa was
oruelly murdered, and his body burnt by a military inquis:.tion, and
his oxtensive and rich dominions dovoted to destruction and ruin by
these merciless depredators, o '

‘Tho history' of these dreadfully perfidious methods of forming
settlements, and acquiring riches and territory, would meké humanity
tremble, and even recoil, at the e:n;joyufent of such acqu:Lsitl.ons and
become reverted into rage ond indignation at such horrible inaustioe
and berberous cruelty. "It is seid by the Peruvians, that "their
Inoas, or Monarchs, had uniformly extended their power with attention
to the good" of their sub,]ects, that they might diffuse the
"'blessings of civilization, and the knowledge of "the arts which
they possess‘ed, among the peolile" that embraced their protection;
' and
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and during a "succession of twelve monarchs, not one had "deviated
from this beneficent cheracter,™ Their sensibility of such nobleness
of character would give them the most piognant dislike to their new
terrible invaders that had desolated and laid waste their country.
The character of their monarchs would seem to vie with as great
virtues as any King in Burope can boast of, Had the Peruvians been
visited by men of honesty, knowledge, and enlightened understanding,
to teach them, by patient instruction and the blessing of God, -they
might have been induced to embrace the doctorines and faith of Chris-
tianity, and to abandon their errors of superstition and idolatry,
Hed Christians, that deserve the neme thereof, been sent among them,
the many useful things that they would have taught ‘them, together
with their own pious example, would have captivated their hearts;
and the knowledge of the truth would have made it a very desirous
thing for the Amerioens to have those that taught them to settle
among them, Had that been the case the Amerioans, in various parts,
would have been as eager to have the Europeans to come there as they
would have been to go, so that the Buropeans might have found settle~
‘ments enough, in a friendly alliance with the inhabitents, without
destroying and enslaving them, And had thet been the case, it might
be Supposed, that Burope and Ameriea, long before now, would both
with & growing luxuriency, have been flourishing with affluence and
peace, and their long éxtended and frultful branches, loaden with
benefits to each other, reaching over the oceen, might have _beéa"’x’ more -
extensive, and greater advantages have been' expected, for the good. of
' ' ‘ ' both
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both than what has yet appeared, But, alas! at that time there wes
no Ch;ristians to send (and very few now), these were obliged to hide
themselves in the obscure place of the earth; that was according

to Sir Isaac Newton, to mix in obscurity among the meanest of the
people, having no power and authority; and it seems at that time.
there was no power among Christians on earth to have sent such as
would have been useful to the fmericans; if there had they would have
sent after the depredators, and rescued the immoocent.

- But as I mald before, it is surely to the great shame and sca.nd.al
of Christianity among all the Heathen nations, that those robbers,
plunderers, destroyers and enslavers of men should call themselves
Christians, and exercise their power under any Christian government
and authority. I would have my African countrymen to know and
understand, that the destroyers and enslavers of men can be no Chris-—
tiansy for Christienity is the system of benignity and love, and all
1ts wotaries are devoted to honesty, justice, humanity, meelmess,
peacq and good-will to ell men, But whatever title or claim some
moy agsume to call themselves by it, without possessing any of its
virtyes, can only manifest them to be the more abominable liars, and
the greatest enemles unto it, and as belonging to the synagogué of
Sata.n, and not the adherers to Christ, For the emslavers and bppres-
sors of men, among those that have obtained the namo of Christians,
they are still aoting as its greatest ememies, and contrary to all .
its genuine prinoiples; they should therefore be called by its-
opposite, the Antichrist. Such are fitly belonging to that mogt -

| dissolute sorceress of all religion and the world:

Cptn
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"With whom the kings of the earth have 1lived" deliciously; and the
inhabitants of the eerth "have been made drunk with the wine « f "her
abominations; and the merchants.of the "earth are waxed rich through
the abundance "of her delicacies, by their treffic in various" things,
and in slaves and souls of men!" It was not enough for the
melignent destroyer of the world to set up his hydra-headed kingdom
of evil and wickedness among the kingdom of men; but also to cause -
an image to be made unto him, by something imported in the only true
religion that ever was given to men; and that image of iniquity is
described as arising up out of the earth, having two horns 1like a
la.nfb which, b¥ its votaries and adherents, has been long established
md supported. One of its umbrageous horns of apostacy and delusion
is founded, in & more particular respect, on a gremt perversion of
the 01ld Testament dispensations, which has extended itself over all
the Mohammedan nations in the East; and the other horn of apostacy,
bearing an allusion aﬁd professionel respect to that of the new, has
extended 1tself over all the Christian nations in the West. That
grand umbrégeous shadow and imege of evil end wickedness, has spread
its maiignant influence over all the nations of the earth, and has,
.by its power of delusion, given countenance and support to ell the
power of evil and wickedness done among men; and all the adherents
and supporters of that Vdelus.lon, end all the carriers am of wickedness,
are fitly called Antichrist, But all the nations have drunk of the
wine of that iziquity end become drunk with the wine of the wrath of
her fornication, whose name, by every mark
. and



and, feature, is the Antichrist; and every dealer in slaves, and those
that - hold them in slavery, whatever else they may call themselves, or
whatever else they may profess. And Hkéwiée, those netions whose
governments support that evil and wicked tra-‘fﬁ.c of slavery, however
remote the situation where it is carried on may be, are, in that
respect, as mich Antichristian as any thing in the world can be. No
man will ever rob another unless he be a villain: nor will any nation
or people ever enslave and oppress others, unless themselves be base
and wicked men, and who act and do contrary end aga::.nst every duty
in Christienity, _

The learned and ingenious author of Britannia Libera, as chlefly
alluding to Great Britain alone, gives some account of that great evil
and wickedness carried on by the Christian nations, respecting the
direful effects of the great devastations committed in foreign parts,
whexeby it would appecr that the ancient and native inhabitants have
been drenched in blood and oppression by their merc:ﬂess vis tors
(which have formed colonies end settlements among them the a;var:lo:.ous
depredators, plunderers and destroyers of nations, As some est:Lmate '
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cf 1t "to destroy" eleven million, and distress many bore in . "Amerloa.,

to s‘l:erve and oppress twelve million in "Asia, and the grea‘l: *m'ber

destroyed is not" the way to promote the dignity, strength

and "safety of empire, but to draw doen the Divine" vengeance on the

offenders, for depriving "so many of their fellow-creatures of life, .

or the "common blessings of the earth: whereas by "o'bserving the

humane princlples of preservation "with felicitation, the proper
principles
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principles of "all rulers, their empire might have received all
reagonable benefit, with the increase of future glory". But -
should it be asked, what advantages Great Britain hes gained by all
its extensive territories abroad, the devestations committed, and
the sbominable slavery and oppression carried on in its colonjes?
It may be answered according to the old proverb,

It seldom is the grend-child's lot,
To share of weelth unjustly got.

This seems to be verified too mich in their present situation: for
however wide they have extended their territories sbroad, they hawe
sunk into a world of debt at home, which must ever remain an impend-
ing burden upon the inhabitants. 4nd it is not likely, by any “plen
as yet adopted, to be ever paid, or any part of it, without a long
continued heavy ennual load of taxes. Perhdps, great as it' is some
other plen, more equitable for the good of the whole oomknunityz -1f
it wos wanted to be done, and without any additionel taxes, might be
8o mede use of to pay it all off in twenty or thirty years t:i.me, and
in such menner es whatever emergencies might happen, as never to need
to borrow any money et interest. The national qut casts 2 slg_gglsh
deadness over the whole realm, greatly stops ingénui'ty“ and improve=
ments, promotes idleness. end wickedﬁeéss, clogs all the wheels of com-
merce, end dreins the money out of the netion. If o foreigner‘i.bﬁyg.
stock, in the course of years that the interest amounts to the, pxjin-
cipel, he gets it all back; and in cn equiteble time the same sum
ever after, and in course must teke that money to foreign parts.
And those who hold stock at home, are a kind of 1ldle drones, as &
burden
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burden to the rest of the community: whereas if there were no funds,
those who have money would be obliged to occupy it in some improve-.
ments themselves, or lend it to other manufacturers or merchants, and
by that means useful employments, ingenuity and commerce would flour-
ish, But all stock-jobbing, lotteries, and useless business, has a
tendency to slavery and oppression; for as the greater any idle part
of the community is, there must be the greater labour and hard_ghips
resting upon the industrious part who support the rest; as all men
are allotted in some degree to eat their bread with the sweat of their -
brow; but it is evil with any people when the rich grind the fece of
the poor. Lottei'ies must be nearly as bad a way of getting money
for the good of a nation as it is for a.n individual when he is poor,
and opliged to pawn his goods to inorease'his poverty, already poor,
On the reverse, if a nation was to keep .a; bank to lend money to mer-.
chants and others, that nation might flourish, and its support to
those in need might be attended with advantage to the wholej but
that nation which is obliged to borrow money from others, must be in
a poor and wretohed situstion, and the inhsbitants, who have to bear
the load of its taxes, must be greatly burdened, and perhaps many of
those employed in iig service (as soldiers and others) poorly paids
It was otherwise with the people of Israel of old; it was the'promise
and blessing of God to them, That they should lend unto many nations,
but should not borrow, '

But when a nation or people do wickedly, and commit cruelties a.nd-
devastations upon others, and enslave them, it cannot be expected that

' they
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they should be attended with:the blessings of God, neither to eschew.
evil, They often become infatuated to do evil unawares; and those
employed under their service sometimes lead them into debt, error
and wickedness, in order to enrich themselves by their plunder, in
committing the most barbarous cruelties, under pretences of war,
wherein they were the first aggressors, and which is generally the
case in all unmnatural and destructive disputes of war. In this
business money is wanted, the national debt becomes increased, and
new luans and other sums .must be added to the funds, The plunderers
abroad send home their cash as fast as they can, and by one means
and another the sums wanted t6 borrow, are soon made up, At last
when the wars subside, or other business calls them home, laden with
the spoils of the East or elsewhere, they have then the grand part of -
their business to negotiate, in buying up bank stock, and lodging =~
their plunder and ill-gct wealth in the British or other funds. Thus
the nation is loaded with more debt, and with an annual addition of -
more interest tu pay, to the further advantage of those who often -
occasioned it by their villainy; who, if they had their deserts,
like the Popish iniquisitors, are almost the only people in the world
who deserve to be hung on the rack. s
But so it happens in general, that men of activity .and affluence, -
by whatever way they are possessed of riches, or have agquired a
greatness of such property, they are always préferred to take the lead
in matters of government, so that the greatest depredators, warriors,
contracting companies of merchants, and rich slave-holders, always
endeavour to push themselves on to get
‘ power



P, 90

power and interest in the favour; that whatever crimes any of them
commit they are seldom brought to a just punishment, Unless that
something of this kind had been the case, 'tis impossible to eonceive
how such an enormous evil as the slave~trade could have been establi-
shed end carried on under any Christian government: and from hence
that motly system of government, which hath so sprung up and estebli-
shed itself, may be accounted for, and as being an evident and uni-
versal depravity of one of the finest constitutions in the world; and
it méy be feared if these unconstitutional laws, reaching from Great-
Britain to her colonies, be long continued in and supported, to the
ocarrying on that horrible and wicked traffic of slavery, must at last
mark out the whole of thé British constitution with ruin and destruc=-
tion; and that the most generous and tenacious people in the world
for liberty, may also at last be reduced to slaves. And an Ethio-
pian may venture to assert, that so long as slavery is continued in
any part of the British dominions, that more than one-half of the
legislature are the virtual supporters and enccuragers of & traffic
which ought to be abolished, as it cannot be cerried on but by some
of the most abandoned and profligate men upon earth, _ "
However, the partisans of such a glass of men are generally too
many'and numerous, whose viciated principles from time to time have
led the whole nation into debt, error and disgrace; and by their
magnétic‘influence there is a general support given to despotism,
oppression and cruelty. For many have acquired great riches by
some insidious traffic or illegal gain; and as these become often
leading men in governments, vast
multitudes
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multitudes by sea and land pursue the same course, and support the
same measures; like adventurers in the lottery, each grasping for

the highest prize; or as much enamoured with any infamous way of
getting riches, as the Spaniards were with the Peruvian vessels of
gold, And when ambitious and wicked men are bent upon avarice and
covetousness, it leads them on to commit terrible cruelties, and their
hearts become hardened in wickedness; so that even their enormous
crimes sink in their own estimetion, and soften into trivial matters,
The housebreakers and highwaymen, petty depredators, think nothing

of any mischief or cruelty that they can do, so as they can gain their
end and come off safe; and their villainly and crimes appear to other
men as - they ought to do, and if they can be detected, and teken hold
of, they will meet with such punishment as they justly deserve for
their crimes. But it is otherwise with the Colonials, the great

depredators, pirates, kidnappers, robbers, oppressors and enslavers

of men, The laws as reaching from Great Britain to West Indies

do not detect them, but protect the opulent slave-holders; though
their opulence and protection by any law, or any government whatso-
ever, cannot make them less criminal than vio}ators of the common
rights and liberties of men, They do not take away a man's property
like other robbers; but they taeke a man himself, and subject him to
their service and bondage, which is a greater robbery, and a greater
crime, than taking away any property from men whatsoever, And
thereforn, with respect to them, there is very much wanted for regula-
ting the natural rights of mankind, and very much wrong in the |
present
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present forms of government, as well as much abuse of that which is
right,

The Spaniards began their settlements in the West Indies and
America, by depredations of rapine, injustice, treachery and murder;
end they have continued in the barbarous practice of devastation,
cruelty, and oppression ever since: and their principles -and maxims
in pianting colonies have been adopted, in some measure, by every
other nation in Europe. This guiltful method of colonization must
undoubtedly and imperceptibly have hardened men's hearts, and led
them on from one degree of barbarity and eruelty to another: for
when they had destroyed, wasted and desolated the native inhabitants,
and when many of their own people, enriched with plunder, had retired,
or returned home to enjoy taeir ill-gotten wealth, other resources ,
for men to labour end cultivate the ground, and such other laborious
employments were wanted. Vast territorlss and large possessions,
without getting inhabitants to lebour for them, were of no use. A
genefal part of what remained of the wretched fugitives, who had the
best native right to those possessions, were obliged to meke their
escape to places more remote, and such as could not, were obliged to
submit to the hard labour and bondage of their invaders; but és they - .
had not becn used to such harsh treatament and laborious employment
as tﬁey were then subjectcl L., .z vire coia wested awey and becems
few, Their proud invaders found the adventage of having their
labour done for nothing, and it beceme their general practice to pick
up the unfortunate strangers that fell in their w2y, when they thought

' they could meke uss of them in their service,

That
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That base traffic of kidnapping and stealing men was begun by the
Portuguese on the coast of Afriéa, and as they found the benefit of"
it for their own wicked purposes, they soon went on to commit greater
depredations, The Spaniards followed their infamous example, and
the African slave-trade was thought most advantageous for them, to
enable themselves to 1live in case and affluence by the cruel squeo—
tion and slavery of others., The French and English, and some other
nations in Europe, as they founded settlements end colonies in the
West Indies, or in America, went on in the same menner, and joined
hand in hend with the Portuguese and Spaniards, to rob and piilage
Africa, as well as to waste and desolate the inhabitants of the west-
ern continent, But the European depredators and pirates have not
only robbed'and pillaged the people of Africa themselves; but, by
their instigation, they have infested the inhabitants with some of
the vilest combinations of fraudulent and treacherous villains, even
among their own people; and have set up their forts and factoriés
as a reservoir of public and abandoned thieves, and as a den of des-
peradoes, where they may ensnare, entrap and catch men. So that
Africa has been robbed of its inhabitants; its free-born sons and
daughters have been stolen, and kidnapped, and violently taken away,
and carried into captivity and cruel bondage., And it may be said,
in respect to that diabolical traffic which is still carried on by
the European depredators, that Africa has suffered as much as more
than any other quarter of the globe, O merciful God! when will

| the wickedness of man have an end?

The
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The Royal African Compeny (as is called, ought rather to be
reversed as unworthy of the name) was incorporated ! 14th Charles II.
and empowered to trade from Salle in South Barbary to the Cape of
Good Hope, and to erect forts and factories on the western coast of
Africa for that purpose., But this trade was laid open by an act of
parliament, Anno 1697, and every private merchant permitted to trade
thither, upon paying the sum of ten pounds towards maintaining the
forts and garrisons. This Company, for securing their commerce,
created several factories on the coast; the most remarkable are
these, viz, on the North part of Guinea, James Fort, upon an island
in the River Gambia, Sierra Leone, and Sherbro; and on the south -
part of Guinea, viz, on the Gold Coast, Dick's Cove, Succunda, Com-
menda, Cape Coast Castle, Fort Royal, Queen Anne's Point, Charles Fort,
Annamabo, Winebah, Shidoe, Acra, &c. In all these places it is
their grend business to traffic in the human species; and dreadful
and phocking as it is to think, it has even been established by royal
authority, and is still supported and carried under a Christian
government; and this must evidently appear thereby, that the learmed,
the civilized, and even the enlightened nations are become as truly
barbarious and brutish as the unlearned.

To give any just conception of the barbarous traffic carried on
at those factories, it would be out of my power to describe the
miserable situation of the poor exiled Africans, which by the craft
of wicked men daily become their prey, though I have seen enough of
the%f misery as well as read; no description can give an adequate

idea



P. 95

idea of the horror of their feelings, and the dreadful calamities
they undergo, The treacherous, perfidious and cruel methods made
use of in procuring them, are horrible end shocking., The bringing:
them to the ships and factories, and subjecting them to brutal
examinations stripped neked and markings, is barbarous and base.
The stowing them in the holds of the ships like goods of burden,
with closeness and stench, is deplorable; and, what mekes addition
to this deplorable situation, they are often treated in the most
barbarous and inhuman manner by -the unfeeling monsters of Captains,
And when they arrive at the destined port in the colonies, they are
again stripped naked for the brutal examinations of their purchasers
to view them, which, to many, must add shame and grief to their other
wde, as may be evidently seen with sorrow, melancholy and despair
marked upon their countenances, Here again another scene of grief
and lamentation arises; - friends and near relations must be parted
never to meet again, nor knowing to whence they go. Here daughters
are olinging to their mothers, and mothers to their daughters, bedew—
ing each others naked breasts with tears; here fathers, mothers,
and children, looked in each others arms, are begging never to be
separated; here the husband will be pleading for his wife, and the
wife praying for her children, and entreating, enough ‘to melt the
most obdurate heart, not to be torn from them, and taken away from
her husbend, and:some will be still weeping for their native shore,
end their dear relations and friends, and other endearing connections
which they have left behind, and have been barbarously torn away from;
and
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and all are bemoaning themselves with. grief and lementation at the
prospect of their wretched fate, And when sold and delivered up to
their 1nhmnan purchasers, .a more heart-plercing scene. cannot well take
place.‘ The last embrace of the beloved husband and wife may be seen,
taking their dear offspring. 1n their arms, and with the most parental
fondness, bathing their cheeks 7ith a final parting endearment. But
on this ococasion they are not permitted to continue long, they are
soon torn avay by their unfeeling master, entirely destitute of a
hope of ever seeing each other again; and'no consolation is afforded
to them in this sorrowful and truly pitisble situation. Showld eny
of than sﬁ.li linger; and cling together a little longer, and not part
as readily as their owners would have them, the flogger is called on,
and they are soon drlven away with the bloody commiseration of the
outting fangs of the whip lash:.ng their na.ked bodies, This last
exercise of the bloody whip, with many other cruel punishments, gene-
rally becomes an appendage ,of their miserable fate,. until their wre-
tohed lives be worn .out wifh hunger, nakedness, hard labour, dejection
and despaﬁ.r. ' Alas! alas! poor \mhappy mortal! to experience
such treatment from men that take upon themselves the sacred name- of .
Christians! : o ‘ :
In such & vast extended, “hideous and predominant slavery, .as
the Europeans carry on in their Colonies, some indeed may fall into
better hands, and meet with some commiseration and better treatment
than others, end a few may beoome free, and get themselves liberated
from that oruel and galling yoke of bondage; but what are these to . - -
the whole, even hundreds of thousands, held
and
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and perpetrated in all the prevelent and intolerable calamities of
that state of bondage and exile, The emancipation of a few, while
ever that evil and predominant business of slavery is continued,
cannot make that horrible traffic one bit the less criminal., For,
acocording to the methods of procuring slaves in Africa, there must
be greét robberies and murders committed before any emancipation can
teke place, and before any lenitive favours can be shewn to any of
them, even by the generous and humane., This must evidence that the
whole of that base traffic is an enormous evil and wicked thing,
which cries aloud for redress, and that an immediate end and stop
dhould be put to it,

The worthy and judicious author of the Historical account of
Guinea, and others, have given some very striking estimates of the
exceeding evil oocasioned by that wicked diabolical traffic of the
African slave-trade; wherein it seems, of late years, the English
have taken the lead, or the greatest part of it, in carrying it on,
They have oomputed, that the ships from Liverpool, Bristol and London
have exported from the coast of Africa upwards of one hundred thou=-
sand slaves annually; and that among other evils attending this
barbarous inhumen traffic, it is also computed that the numbers which
are killed by the treacherous and barbarous methods of procuring
them, together with those that perish in the voyage, and die in the
seaéoning, amount to at least an hundred thousand, which perish in
every yearly attempt to supply the colonies, before any of the
wretched survivers, reduced to ebout sixty thousand, annually required
as an additional stock can be made usefﬁl. But as the great severities

and
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and oppressions loaded upon the wretched survivors are such that they

are continually wearing out, and a new annual supply wanted; that

the vast carnage, and the great multitude of human souls that are

astually deprived rof 1life by carrying on that iniquitous business,

may be supposed to be even more than one hundred thousand that perish

annually; or supposing that to be greatly less than it is, still it

is so great that the very idea is shocking to conceive, at the thought

of it sensibility would blush, and feeling nature absolutely turn

pale, ' A

"Gracious God} how wicked, how beyond all example impious,

must be that servitude which cannot be carried on i7ithout the conti-

nualimurder of so many innocent persons’ What "pﬁnishment is not

to be expected from such monstrous and unparaileled barbarity?ﬁ

For if "the blood of one man unjustly shed cries with " so loud a

volce for the Divine vengeance, how "shall the cries and gruans of

an hundred thousand" men annually murdered ascend the celestial man-

sions, and bring down that punishment "such enormities deserve?"

As this enormous iniquity is not conjecture, but an obvious fact,

"~ vecasioned by that dreadful and wicked business of slavery, were the

inhabitants of Great Britain to hear to tell of any other nation that

murdered one hundred thousand innocent people annually, they would

think them an exceeding inhuman, Barbérous, and wicked peoplé indeed,

and that they wuld be surely punished by some signal judgment of

Almighty God. But surely law and liberty, Jjustice and equity,

whioh are the proper foundations of the British government, and
humanity the most amiable characteristic of the

people,
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people, must be entirely fled from their land, if they can think a
less punishment due to themselves, for supporting and carrying on
such enormous wickedness, if they do not speedily relinquish and give
it up, The very nature of that wickedness of enslaving of men is
such, that were the traffic, which European nations carry on in it,
a thousand times less than it is, it would be what no righteous nation
would admit for the sake of any gain whatsoever, Wherefore as
it is, what ought to be done? If there is any righteousness, any
wisdom, any justice, or any humanity to be found, ought not the whole
of 1t, and all the branches of such exceeding evil and wicked traffiec,
and all the iniquity of it to be relinquished, and root and branches
to be speedily given up and put an end to? . -

"For while such monstrous iniquity, such deliberate barbarity
and oruelty is carried on," whether it be considered as the orime of
"individuals, or as patronized and encouraged by" the laws of the
land, it holds forth an equal "degree of enormity. And a orime
founded in "such a dreadful pre-eminence in wickedness", both of
individuaels and the nation, must some "time draw down upon them the
heaviest judgments of Almighty God," On this occasion "there
seems already to be an interference of" Divine Providence, though
the obdurate and "impenitent part of mankind may not regard it."
The violent and supernatural agitations of all the elements, which
for a serles of years have "prevailed in those Buropean settlements
where" the unfortunate Africans are retained in a state "of slavery,
and which have brought unspeaksble calamities to the inhabitants,

' and

-
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and public" losses to the states to which they severslly belong,
are so meny awful vicitstions of God for this inhuman violation ’
of his laws, And it is not perhaps unworthy of remark, that as
the subjects of Great Britain have two-th:l.rds of this impious
commerce in their om hands, so they have suffered in the seme
propoftion, or more severcly than the rest. How far these
misfortunes may appear to be acts of Providence, and to create
an alarm to those who have been accustomed to refer every effect to
its apparent cause; who have been hgbituated to stop there, '
and to overlook the finger of God, beceuse it is slightly covered
under the veil of secondarj laws, we will not pretend to determine;
but this we will assert with confidence, that the Europeans have
richly deserved them a}l: the fear of sympathy that can hardly be
restrained on other melancholy occasions, seems to forget to
flow at the relation of these; and thet we can never, with any
shadow of justice, wish prosperity to the undertakers of those ®
whose success must be the expense of the happiness of millions
of their fellow-oreatures*." o

For though this world is not the place of final retribution, i
yet there is an evidence maintained in the course of Divine Provi-
dence, that" verily there is a God that judgeth in the earth, That '

® See the excellent Mr, Clarkson's Essay on the Slavery and
Commerve of the Human Species, and, I must add, the amiable and
indefatigable friend of man]d.nd Grenville Sharp, Esq; from whose
writings I have borrowed some of the following observations. I am
also indebted to several others, whose intrinsic virtues will equally v
shine in the same amiable manner, while ever there is any virtue and
humanity amontst men; and when those of the enslavers of men will
sink into abhorrence for ever.

[ 3

nations
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nations may continue long, with a considerable degree of worldly pro-
sperity, and mthout seeming to be dlstinguished by remarkable ealami-
ties, Y’hen their wickedness is become very great and prevalent
yet it is no wey . 1ncons:.stent to assert (and what sacred hlstory
warrants us to conclude) that thelr Judgement slumbereth not, Had
onr been a.mong the Canaanites a few years before the Israelites entered
their country, or in Babylon & little before Cyrus encamped agaeinst
it, he Would have beheld a people in a state of great worldly pro-
speﬁ.ty, and in much secunty, notwithstandinu that the judgments of
God were ready to seize upon them. Great and destructive wars are
kindled up ﬁ‘om time to time, whereby mult:.tudes of manldnd are swept ‘
away from the face of the earth, and the wealth of nations are exhausted.
Famine, pestilence and earthquakes have often spread terror, desolation
and misery among the inhabitants of the ﬁorld. , | Nor are o
there wanting instances of remarkable national distresses as a judg- .
ment for their wickedness, by a variety of other causes. Though men .
cannot easily be prevailed with to regard these as the operation of
the ha.nd of God, the sor:lptures, whioh contain the rules and h.'l.stoz'y
of Divine Prondence, represent these as instioted for thg sins of
nat;ons, and not merely as. casual things, for wh:Lch no account can be
glven, And therefore some of these causes. wh:.ch may seem natural
and which have begun to make their appearance,. and the annual destruc-
tions thereof,, which are constantly heard of in ,epme paert or another, .
may be considered as. tekeris of. God's. '.illdgmmt:s;a_.gainst the Britigh
empire, and a variety of them m.ght be named;.: 'a_uch as loss of

- - territory
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temtory and destructive wa.rs, earthquakes and dreadful thunders,
storms and hurricanes, blastlngs and destructive 1nsects, inolement
and unfruitful seasons, nationel debt and oppre551ons, poverty eni '
distresses of individuals, &o. For his own iniquity shall take the
wicked himself; and who can tell what dresdful calamities may yet -
befall to a people respon31ble for so great a share of iniquity’ as in
that part which they carry on of the African slave-trade alone, N
"And it is not known how" soon a just nationel retribution of venge-
ance "may burst forth atainst it; how soon tﬁe Almighty may think

fit to recompense the British nation, according to the work, of their
hands", for the horrible oppression of the poor Africens.

‘"For national wickedness from the beglnning of the world has
generally been visited with "national punishments; and surely no
national™ wickedness can be more heinous in the sight of "God than a
public toleration of siavery,'and " gooner or later these kingdom will
be visited with soe signal mark of his displeasure for "the noto-
rious oppresslon of the poor Africans", that are.harassed and oconti-
nually wearing out "with a most shameful 1nvoluntary sefvitude 1n"
the British colonies, and by a public toleration under the sanction
of laws, to which the monarch of England from time to time, by edvice
of their privy counsellers, have given the royal assent, andvthereby
rendered themselves parties in the oppression, and it may be feared
partakers in their guilt;- And'every man has ample reeson to
fear that God will make of this nation, in proportion to the magni—
tude of 1ts guilt in the slave-dealing, a tremendous ’

v

example
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"example of retrlbutlon to deter other netions from offending his
external Justice, if 8 sincere and speedy rcpentance does not avert
it. For such notorious orimes that Almighty, even the Lord,
hath sworn, surely I will never forget any of these works., See
Amos, viii, But the Judgments of God are often suspended and mitl-
gated- ‘for the sake of the righteous; and natlona are preserved from
destruction in fEVOur to them who remain falthful in times of general
defection, TIsaiah i, 9. "Except the Lord of Hosts had left us
& very small remnant, we should have been as Sodom, and we ehould B
Yave been like unto Gomorah." . ;.

‘But-while ever such a horrible business as the slavery and,opbre-
ssion of the Africans is carried on, there is not one man in all

Great Britain and her colonies that knoweth anything of itg_qgn be
innocent and safé,'unless he speedily riseth up with abhorrence of it
in his own judgment, and, to avert evil, declare hlmself against it,
and all such notorious wickedness. But should the oontrary be
adhered to, as it has been in the most shameful manner, by men of
‘eminence and power; according to their eminence in station, the nobles
and senators, and every man in office and authority; st inour a .
double load of gullt and not only that burden of guilt in the oppres-
sion of the Africen stranger, but also in that of an impending
danger ‘and ruin to their country, and such a double load of iniquity
must rest upon those guilty heads who withhold their testimony against
the crying sin of tolerating slavery. The inhabitants in general
who can approve of such inhuman barbarities, must themselves be a

’ species of unjust barbarians and inhuman men. But the
clergy
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clergy of ell denominctions, whom we would consider as the devout
messengers of righteousness, peece, and good=will to 211 men, if e
find any of them ranked with infidels and barbarians, we must conslder
them as particularly responsible, and, in some measure, guilty of the
oerimes of other -ricked men in the highest degree. For it is their
duty to wern every man, and to teach every man to know their errors;
and if they do not, the crimes of those under their particular charge
must rest upon themselves, and upon some of them, in such a case as
this, that of the whole nation in general; and those (whatever their
respective situation mey be) who forbit others to assist them, must.
not be very sensible of their own duty, and the great extensi®eness
and importance of theiv own charge. And as it is their great duty
to teach men righteousness and plety; fhis ought to be considered
as sufficlently obvious unto them, and to all men, that nothing oan-
be .more'Acontrary unto 1%, than the evil and very nature of enslaving
men, and mald.ng merchandize of them like the brute creation., "For
i% 1s evident that no custom established among" men was ever more -
impious; since it is contrary to reason, justice, nature, the princi-
Plas "of law and government, and the whole doctrine, in short, of
natural religion, and the "revealed voice of God. And, therefore,
that 1t"is both evident and expedient, that there is an absolute
necessity to abolish the slave trade, and the West Indian slavery;
and that to be in power, and to neglect even a day in endeavouring -
to put a stop to such monstrous iniquity and abandoned wickedness
(as the tenure of every man's 1ife, as well as the time of his being
in



P, 105

in office and power is very uncertain) must necessarily endanger a
man's own eternal welfare, be he ever so great in temporal dignity.
The higher that any men is exalted in power and dignity, his
danger is the more eminent, though he may ‘not Iive to see ‘the evil
that may eventually be contributed to his oountry, because of his
disobedience to the law and‘oommandments of God, All mer in sutho-
rity, and lings in generel, who are exalted to the most conspicuous
offices of superiority, while they take upon themselves to be the
administrators of righteousness and Justice to others, they become
aqually responsible for admitting or suffering others under their v
authority to do wrong. Wherefbre the highest offices of authority “
among ‘men are not %o d951rable as some may be apt to conceive, it
was so considered by the virtuous queen Anne, when she was oalled to
thevroyal dignity, as she declared to the’ counOil of the nation, that
it was a'heavy weight and burden brought ‘upon her. For kings a¥e
the ministers of God to’ do Justice, and not to bear the sword in '
vain but to revenge wrath upon them that do evil. But if they do not
in euch a ocase as this the oruel oppre351ons ‘of thousands, and the blood
6f the murdered Africans who are slain by the sword of oruel avarioe,
must rest upon their own guilty heads in as eventually and plain a .
sense ag it was David ‘that murdered Uriah, and therefore they ought
to let no oompanies of insidious merchants, or any guileful insinua-
tions of wioked men prevain upon ‘them to establish laws of iniquity,
and to carry on a- trade of oppression and inaustice, but they ought
to oonsider such as the worst of foes and rebels, and greater enemies
' " then any that can rise up against thedr
temporal
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temporal dignity. From all such enemies, good Lord, deliver themi
for it is even better to lose a temporal kingdom than only to endan-
gér thé happiness and enjoyment of an eternal one,

Nothing else can be conceived, but that the power of infernal
wickedness has so reigned znd pervaded over the enlightened nations,
as to infatuate and lead on the great men, and the kings of Europe,
to promote and esteblish such e horrible traffic of wickedness as.the
African slave trade and the West India slavery, and thereby to bring.
themselves under the guilty responsibility of such awful iniquity.
The kings and gévérnors of the nations in general have power to pre-
vent their subjeots and people from enslaving and oppress:.ng others,
if they will; but if they do not endeavour to do it even if they
oould not effect that good purpose, they must then be responsi‘ble for
their crimes; how much mére,"if' they make no endeavours towards it,
even when they can, and where no opposition, however plausible their
pretences might 'b'e, would dare to oppose them, Wh‘eref‘ore, if kings
or nations or any men that dealeth unjustly with their fellow oreat=
ures to ensnare them to enslave them, and to oppress them,. or suf;
fers others to do so, when they have it in their power to prevent it,
and yet they 8o not, can it ever be thought that God. will be well
pleased with them? - For can thdse which have no merch on their fel-
low creatures expect to find mercy from the gracious Father of Men?.
Or will it not rather be said unto them as it is declared, that he -
who 1eadeth unto captivity shall be carried captive, and be bound in
the cords of his own iniquity: Though hand join in hand the vicked
shall not go unpunished; for sin and wickedness is the destruction of

any
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any people, And-should these nations in the most obnoxious and
tenacious manner, still adhere to it as they have done, and continue
to carry on in their colonies such works and purposes of iniquity,
or oppression and injustice against the Africans, nothing else can
be expected for them at last, but to meet with the fierce wrath of
Mmighty God, for such a combinetions of wickedness. according to all
the examples of his just retribution who nannot suffer such delibe-—
rate, such monstrous iniquity to go long unpunished. -

There is good reason to suppose thet it was far from the intention
of Ferdinand, King of Spain, to use his new subjects in America
in the brutal and barbarous manner that his people did; and happy
for the credit of that nation, and the honor of mankind, even among
the profligate adventurers which were sent to conquer and desolate
the new world, there were some persons that retained some tincture
of virtue and generosity and some men of the greatest reputation of _
both gentlemen and clergy, which did not only remonstrate, but protest
ageinst thelr measures then ocarried on, A&nd since that iniquitous
traffic of slavery has commenced and been carried on, many gentlemen
of the most distinguished reputation, of different nations, and parti-
oularly in England, have protested and remonstrated against it. |
But the guileful insinuations of avaricious wicked men, which prevalled
formerly have still been continued; and to answer the purposes
vf their own oovetousness, the different nations have been fermented
with jealousy to one another, lest another should have the advantage
in any traffic: and while naturally emulous to promote their owm

ambition, they have embrewed their hands in that
infamous
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Infamous commerce of iniquity; end by the insidious instigation of
those whose private emolument depends on it, the various profligate
adventurers, from time to time, have acquired the sanation of laws to
support them, and have obtained the patronage of kings in their favour
to encourage them, whereby that commerce of the most notorious
injustlce, and open violation of the laws of God, hath been carried
on exceedingly to the shame of all the Christian nations, and greatly
to the disgrace of all the monarchs of Europe. The fact speaks it-
self: And destruction shell be to the workers of iniquity. The
bold and ostensive enslavers of men, who subject their fellow oreat-
ures to the rank of a brute, and the immolate value of a beast, are
themselves the most abandoned slaves of infernal wickedness, the
most obnoxious ruffians among men, the enemies of their country, and
the disgrace ot kings. Their iniquity is written in the light as
with a sun-beam, and engraven on the herdest rock as with the point
of a diamond, that cannot be easily wiped away: But the wicked shall
fall by their own wickedness. And, nevertheless, by the insidious
instigations of those who have forsaken the amiable virtues of men,’
and have acquiredvthe cruel ferocity of tigers and wild beasts, they
have not only polluted themselves with their iniquity, but their base
treachery has brought shame and guilt upon some of the most exalted
and most amiable characters in the world. And, therefore, that no
evil may happen unto those who have been so shamefully beguiléd and
betrayed by the vile instigations of wicked, profligete, inhuman men,
and that no shame and guilt may rest upon him, who stendeth in the
greatest eminence of responsibility, I would ever
desire
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desire to pray; let all the prayers of the wise and pioug be heard
for the king, and for his wise counsellors, and the great men that
stand before him; for kings and great men stand in the most per:’.lous
situstion of having the orimes of others imputed to them; wherefore
kings have need of all your prayers, ‘that the counsel of the wicked
may not prevails against them, for these are the worst foes, and most
.terrible enemies, both to yourselves and to your sovereign. Right-
eousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.

In this advanced era, when the kings of Europe are become more
conspicuous for their manly virtues, than any before them have been,
it 1s to be hoped that they will not any longer suffer themselves to
be imposed upon, and be beguiled, and brought /ato guilt and.'sh'am‘e,
by any instigations of the cunning craftiness and evil polioy of the
avarioious and the vile profligate enslavers of men. 4nd as their
wisdom and understanding is great, and exalted as their high dignity,
it is also to be hoped thet they will exert themselves, in the cause
of righteousness and justice, and be like the wisest and the greatest
monarchs of old, to hearken to the counsel of the wise men that know
the times, and to the righteous laws of God, end to deliver the op-

. pressed, and to put an end to the iniquitous commerce and slavei'y of
men, And as we hear, tell of the kings of Europe having almost aboli-—
shed the infernal invention of the bloody tribunel of the 1nq\l:l.si-
tion, end the Emperor.and others meking some grand reformations for
the happiness and good of their subjects; it is to be hoped &l so
.that these exalted and libéral principles willuil.ead them
on
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on to greater improvements in civilization and felicitation, and next
to abolish that other diabolical invention of the bloody and oruel
Africaen slave trade, and the West Indian slavery.,

 But vhereas the people of Great Britain having now acquired a
greater share in that iniquitous commerce than all the rest together,
they are the first that ought to set an example, lest they have to
ropont for thelr wickednecss when it becomes too latc; lest some im-
ponding celamity should speedily burst forth against them, end lest a
Just retribution for their cnormous crimes, and a continuance in
committing similar dceds of barbarity and injustice should involve
" thom in ruin, For wc may be assured that God will certainly avenge
" hinmsclf of such heinous transgressors of his law, and of all those
planters and merchants, and of all others, who are the authors of
the Aftican graves, soverities, and cruel punishments and no plea
of any absolute necessity can possibly excuse them, And as the .°
inhabitants of Great Britain, and the inhabitants of the colonies,
vseem almost ‘equally guilty of the oppression, there is great reason
for both to dread the severe vengeanoel of Almighty God upon them,
and upon all such notorious workers of wickedness; for it is evident
that the leglislature of Great Britain patronises and encourages them,
~ end shares in the infamous profits of the slavery of the Africans,
It is therefore necessary that the inhabitants of the British nation
éﬁ;ﬁ:&"éeriously consider these things for their own good and safety
as well as for our benefit and deliverance, and that they may be
sonsible of their.own error and danger, lest they provoke the venge-
_ &noe of the Almighty against them. For what wickedness was there
ever
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ever risen up so monstrous, and more likely to bring a heavy rod of

destruction upon & nation, then the deeds committed by the West Indian
slavery, and the African slave trade., And even in that part of it
oarried on by the Liverpool end Bristol merchants, the many shoocking
and inhuman instances of their barbarity and cruelty are such that
every one that heareth thereof has reason to tremble, and cry- out,
8hould not the land tremble for this, and every one mourn that dwel-
leth therein?

The vast carnage and murders committed by the British instigators
of slavery, is atfeﬁded with a very shocking, peculiar, and almost
unheard of conception, according to the notion of the perpetfators of
1t; they either consider them as theif,orm property, that they may
do with as they please, in life or death; or that the takihg'away
the 1ife of e black man is of no more account than taking aﬁéy the
life of a beast.,, A very melancholy instance of this happened'about
the year 1780, as‘»recorded in the courts of law; a master of a vessel )
bound to the Western Colonies, selected 132 of the most sickly of the
black slaves, and ordered them to be thrown overboard into the sea
in order to recover their value from the ihsurers, as he had percelved
that he was too late to gét a good inérket for them in the West Indies.
On the trial, by the counsel for the owmers of the vessel against the
undenn‘ifers, their argument was that the slaves were to be considered
the same as horses; and their plea for throwing them into tht;’a»ea', o
was nothing better than that it might be more necessary to throw them
overboard to lighten their vessel than goods of greater value or
something to that effect. These poor oreatures, it seems, wérg tied

two
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two and two together when they were thrown into the sea, lest some of them
might swim a little for the last gasp of air, and, with the animation
of their approaching exit, breathe their sduls away to the gracious
Father of spirits, Some of the last parcel, when they saw the fate

of their companions, made their escepe from trying by jumping bverboard,
and one was saved by means of a rope from some in the ship., The

owners of the vessel, I suppose (inhuman connivers of robbery, slavery,
murder and fraud) were rather a little defeated in this, by

bringing their villainy to light in a court of lew; but the inhuman
monstér of a captain was kept out of the way of justice from getting
hold of him, Though such perpetrators of murder and fraud should

~ have been sought after from the British Dan in the East Indies, to

her Beershebah in the West. "

But our lives are accounted of no value, we are hunted after as
the pi'ey in the desert, and doomed to destruction as the beasts that
perish, And for this, should we appesl to the inhabitants of Europe,
would they dare to say that they have not vronged us, and grieirously
injured us, and that the blood of millions do not cry out agai;ist
them?, And if we appeal to the inhabitants of Great Britain, oan
they justify the deeds of their conduct towards us? And is it not
strange to think, that they who ought to be considered as the most
leerripd and oivilized pecple in the world that they should carry on
a traffic of the most barbarous oruelty and injustice, and that many
even 'gmong them, are become so dissolute, as to think slavery, rob-
bery and murder no crimes? But we will enswer to this, that no man
oan, with impunity, steal, kidnep, buy or sell another man,

without
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without being guilty of the most atrocious villainy. And we will
aver that every slave-holder that claims any property in slaves; or
holds them in en involuntar y servitude, are the most" obnoxious and
dissolute robbers among men! and that they have no more right, nor
eny better title to any of them than the most profligate and and
notorious robbers and thieves in the world, has to the goods which
they have robbed and stolen from the right owners and lawful possessor
thereof, But should the slave-holders say that they buy them; their
title and olaim is no better than that of the most notorious con-
niver, who buys goods from other robbers, knowing them to be stolen,
and acoordingly gives an inferior price for them. According to the
laws of England, when such connivers are. discovered, -and the property
of others unlawfully found in their possession the right owners
thereof can oblige the connivers to restore back their property, and
to punish them for their trespass. But the slave-holders, un:l.versally,
are those connivers, they do not only rob men of some of thedr ”
property, but they keep men from every property belonging to them,
and ocompel them to their involuntary service and drudgery; and those
whom they buy from other robbers, and keep in their possession, are
greatly injured by them when compared to any- species of goods whatso-
ever; and accordingly they give but a very inferior price for men, ‘
as all their vast estates in the West Indies is not sufficient to |
buy one of them, if the rightful pessesscr was to Sell himself to
them in the mamner that they oclaim possession of Him, Therefore let
the inhabitants of any civilized nation determine whether if they

were to be treated in the same manner that
the
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the Africans are, by various pirates, kidnappers, and slave-holders,
and their wives, and their sons and deughters were to be robbed from
them, or themselves violently taken away to a perpetual end intolera-
ble slavery; or vhether they would not think those robbers, who

only took away their property, less injurious to them than the other,
If they determine it so, as reason must tell every men, that himself
is of more value than his property; then the executors of the laws

of civilization ought to tremble at the inconsistency of passing judg-
ment upon those whose crimes, in many cases, are less than what the
whole leglslature must be guilty of, when those of a far greater is
enoo\;raged and gupported by it wherever slavery is tolerated by law,
and oconsequently, that slavery can no where be tolerated with any
oonsistency to civilization and the laws of justice among men; but

if it can maintain 1ts ground, to have any place at all, it must be
emong o society of barbarians and thieves, and where the laws of their
soclety is, for every one to catch what he can., Then, when theft

and robbery becomes no orimes, the man—-stealer end the conniving
slave-holder might possibly get free,

But the several nations of Europe that have Jjoined in that ini-
quitous traffic of buying, selling and enslaving men, must in course
have left their own laws of civiligation to adopt those of barbarians
and :Eob'bers, and that they may say to one another, When thou sawest
a thief, then thou eonsentest with him, and hast been partaker with
ell the workers of iniqui®y, But whereas every man, as a rational
oreature, 1s responsible for his actions, and he becomes not only

gudlty
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gullty in doing evil himself, but in letting others rob and oppress
their fellow-creatures with impunity, or in not delivering the oppres-
sed when he has it in his power to help them, And likewise that
nation which may be suppnsed to maintain a very considerable degree
of olvilization, justice and equity within its owm jurisdiction, is
not in that case innocent, while it beholds another nation or people
carrying on persecution, oppression and slavery, unless it remonstra-
tes agalnst that wickedness of the other nation, and makes use of '
every effort in its power to help the oppressed, and to rescueﬁ the
innooent., For so it ought to be the universal rule of duty to all
men that fear God and keép his commandments, to do good tu all men
wherever they can; and when they find .any wronged and injured by
others, they should endeavour to deliver the ensnared whatever their
grievances may be; and should this sometimes lead them into way they:
might expeot the protestion and blessing of heaven. How far other
motives may appear eligible for men to uppose one another with hostile
force, it is not my business to enquire. But I should suppose the -
hardy veterans whu engage merely é’bout the purposes of envying ene
another ooncerning any different advantages of commerce, or for en-
larging their territories and dominions, or for the end .of getﬁ.ng riches
by their conquest; that if they fa:'l.l in the combat, they must generally
die, as the fool dieth, vaunting in vain glory; and many of
them be like to those who go out in darkness, never to see light; and
should they come off alive, what more does their honour and fams
amount to, but only to be like that a.ntediluvian oonqueror, who had
slain
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slain a man to his oﬁn wounding, and a young man to His burt. But
those mighty men of renowm in the days of old, because of their apos-
tacy from God,vand rebellion and wickedness to men, were at last all
svallowed up by an universel deluge for their iniquity and crimes,
But again let me obserﬁe, that whatever civilization the inhabi-
tents of Great Britain may enjoy among themselves, they have seldom
malntained their ovm innocence in that great duty as a Christian
nation towards others; and I may say, vith respect to their African
neighbours, or to any other wheresoever they may go by the way of
commerce, they have not regarded them at all, And when the& saw
others robbing the Africans, and carrying them into captivity and
slavery, they Have neither helped them, nor‘opposed their oppressors
in the least. But instead thereofvthey have joined in combination
against them with the rest of other profligate natlons and people,
to buy, enslave and make merchandize of them, because they found them
helpless and fit to suit their own purpose, and are become the head
carriers on of that iniquitous traffic. But the‘greater that any o
reformation and civilization is obtained by any nation, if they do
not méintain righteousness, but carry on eny course of wickedness
and oppression, it makes them appear only the more incohsistent, and
theif tyranny and oppression the more eonspicuous. Wherefore ‘
because of the great wiokédness, cruelty and injustice done to the
Afrieans, those who are greatest in the transgression give an evident
and undubious warrant to all other nations beholding their tyrénny
and injustice to others, if those nadlons have any regard to their
own
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own innocence and virtue, and wish to maintain righteousness, and to
remain oclear of the oppression and blood of all men; it is their
duty to chastize and suppress such unjust and tyranhical oppressors
and enslavers of men, And should none of these be found emong the
enlightened and civilized nations, who maintain their own innboetce
and righteoqsness, with regard to their duty unto all men; and that
there may be none to chastize the tyrannical oppressors of others;
and it may be'feared, as it has oftten been, that fierce natiqns of
various insects, and other annoyances, may be sent as a judgment to
punish the wicked nations of men. For by some way or other every
oriminal nation, and all their confederates, who sin and reb§1 against
God, and against his laws of nature and nétions, will each meet
with some awful retribution at last, unless they repent of their
iniquity. Abd the greater advantages of light, learning, knowledge
end oivilisation that any people enjoy, if they do not maintain right-
eousness, but do wickedly, they will meet with the more severe ‘rebuke
when the visitations of God's Judgment cometh upon them, And the
prophecy vhich was glven to Moses, 1s stlll as much in force against
the enlightened hations now for their wickadness, in going after the
ebominations of heathens and'bafbarians, for none else would attempt
to ‘enslave and make merchandize of men, as it was when denounced
against the Israelitish nations of old, when they departed, ér should
depart, from the laws and statutes of the Most High. The Lord

shall bring a nation against thee, from far, from the ends of the
earth as swift as the eagle flieth, a nation whose tongue thou shalt

not understand, &c. See Deut, xoxviii, "
o Bu
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But lest any of these things should hapﬁen to the generous and
respectful Britons, who are not eltogether lost to virtue and consi-
deration; let me say unto you, in the language of a wise and eminent
Queen, as she did when her people were sold as a prey to their enemies:
That it is not all your enemies (for they can be reckoned nothing else),
the govetous instigaters and carriers on of slavery and wickedness,
thatboan in any way countervail the damage to yourselves, to your
king, and to your country; nor will all the infamous profits of the
poor Africans avail you anything if it briﬁgs down the avenging
hand of God upon you, We are not saying that we have no. sinned,
and that we are not deserving of thg_righteous judgments of God against
us. But the enemieS‘that have risen up againét us are cruel, opprés—
sive and unjust; and thelr haughtlness of insolence, wickedness a1d
iniquity is like to that of Haman the son of Hammedatha; and who dare
suppose, or even presume to think, that the 1nhuman ruffians and ensna-
rers of men, the vile negotiators and merchanaizers of. the human
species, and the ostensive comﬁinétionsuof slave-holders in the West .
havéjdone no evil? And should we be péssive, as the suffering mar-
tyrs'dying in the flames, whose blood crieth for vengeance on their
persecutors and murderers; so the iniquity of our oppressors, ansla-
vers and murderers rise up against the, For we have been hunted
after as the wild beasts of the earth, and sold to the enemies of
mankind as their prey; and should any of us have endeavoured to"get
away from them, as a man would naturaily.fly from an enemy that way-.
laid him; we have been pursued after, and, by haughty mandates and

laws
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laws of iniquity, overtaken, and murdered and slain; and the blood of
miliions cries out against them, And together with these that have
‘been cruelly spdiled and slain, the very grievous afflictions that

_ we have léng suffered under, has been long crying for Vengeance on
our oppréssors; and the great distress and wretchedness of human woe
and misery, which we are yet lying under, is still rising up before
that High and Sovereign Hand of Justice, where men, by all their cp-
pression and cruelty, can no way prevent; their evil treatment of
others may serve to increase the blow, but not to evade the stroke
of His power, nor withhold the bringing down that arm of vengeance on
themselves, and upon all their oonnivers and confederators, and the
particular instigators of such wilful murders and inhuman barbarity.
The life of a black man is of as much regard in the sight of God, as
the life of any other man; though we have been sold as a carnage to

' the market, and as a prey to profligate wicked men, to torture and
lash us as they'please, and as their ocaprice mey think fit, to mur-
der us at discretion, -

- And should any of the best of them plead, as they generally will
do, and tell of their humanity and charity to those whom they have
captured and enslaved, their tribute of thanks is but small; for
what is it, but a little restored to the wretched and miserable whom
they have robbed of their 2ll; and only to be deelt with, like the
spoils of those taken in the field of battle, where the wretched
f‘ugifives must submit to what they please. For as we have been
robbed of our natural right as men, end treated as beas{:é, ‘those who

' have injured us, are like to thém who have
© o T Y pobbed
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robbed the widow, the orphans, the poor snd the needy of their right, .
and whose children are rioting on the spoils of those who are begging

at their doors for bread. And should they sey,.thot their fathers .
were thieves and connivers with ensnarers of men, and that they have
been brought up to the iniquitous practice of slavery and oppression
of their fellow-creatures aid they cannot live without carrying it on,
and making their gein by the unlawful merchandize and cruel slcvery
of men, what is that to us, and vhere will it justify them? And

some will be saying, that the Black people, who are free in the Test
Indies are more miserable than the slaves ; and well',jzhey may; for
while they can get their work and drudgery done for nothing, it is
not likely that they will employ those whom they must pay for their

q
labour. But whatever necessity the enslavers of men may plead for
‘their iniquitous practice of slavery, and the various advantages
which they get by it, can only evidence their own injustice and dis- ]

honesty. A man that is truly honest, fears nothing so much as the

very imputation of injustice; but those men who dare not face the

consequence of acting uprightly in every case are detestable ccwards,

unworthy the name 6f nen; for it is manifest that such men are more

afreid of temporal incoveniences than they are of God: And I

say unto you, my friends, be not afraid of them that kill the body,

and after that have no more thet they can do; but I will ferewarn you

whom you shall fear: Fear him, who, after he hath killed, hath power

to cast into hell, Luke xii L4,5. : 2
But vhy should a total abolition, and an universal emancipation

of slaves, and the enfranchisement of all the Black People employed
in
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in the culture of the Colonies, taking place as it ought to do, and
without any hesitqﬂon, or delay for a moment, even though it might-
_have some seeming-appearance of loss either to government or to indi-
vidusls, be feared at 2ll? Thelr labour, as freedom would be as
useful in the sugar colonies as any other class of men that could be
foundj and should it even take place in such a manner that some
individuals, at first, would suffer loss as & just reward for their
wickedness in sleve-~dealing, what is that to the heoppiness and good
of doing justice to others; and I must say, to the great danger,
otherwise, that must eventually hang over the whole community? It is
certain, that the‘produce of the labour of slaves, together with all
the advaentages of the West India traffio, bring in en immense revenue
to government; but let thet amount be what 1t will, there might be
" as much or more expected from the labour of an equal inorease of free
people, and without the implication of any guilt attending it, and
which otherwlse must be a greater burden to bear, and more ruinous
consequences -to be feared from it, than if the whole national debt
was to sink at once, and to rest upon the heads of all that might
suffer by it, Whereas, if a generous encouragement were to be given
to a free people, peaceable amongz themselves, intelligent and
industrious, who by ert and labour would improve the most barren
situations, and meke the most of that vhich is fruitful; the free
and voluntary labour of any, would soon yield to eny government,
many greater advantages than anything that slavery can produce. And
this should be expected, wherever a Christian government is extended,
and the true religion is embraced, that the bles—

sings
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blessings of liberty should be extended lilewise, and that it should
diffuse its influences first to fertilize the mind, and then the
effects of its benignity would extend, and arise with exuberant bles—
sings oand advantages from all its operations. Was this to be the
case, everything would increase and prosper at home and abroad, and
ten thousand times greater and ;reater advantages would arise to the
state, and more permanent and solid benefit to-individuals from the
service of freemen, than ever they can reap, or in ony possible way
enjoy, by the labour of slaves,

But why this diabolical traffic of slavery has not been abolished
before now, and why it was introduced at all, as I have already en-
quired, must be greétly imputed to that powerful and pervading agency
of infernal wickedness, which reigneth and prevaileth over the nations,
end to that umbrageous image of iniquity established thereby; for
had there been any truth snd righteousness in that grand horn of
delusion in the east, which mey secm admirable to some,'and be looked
upon by 1ts votaries as the fine burnished gold, and bright as the
finist polished silver, then would not slavery, cruelty and oppression
have been abolished wherever its influence came? And had the grand
apostacy of its fellow horn, with all its lineaments been any better,
and endowed with any real virtue and goodness, whom its devotees may
behold as the finest polished diamond, and glistening as the finest
forbldden wherever the beams of any Christianity arose? Then might
we have expected to hear tidings of good, even from those who are

' gone to repose in the fabulous paradise of Mahomet?

' Then
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Then might we have looked for it from those who are now reclined to
slumber in assumulation with the old dotards of Rome, or to those whe
are fallen asleep and become enamoured with the scarlet couch of the
abominable enchantress dyed in blood? And as well then might we
not expect tenderness and compassion from those whom the goddest of
avarice has so allured with her ocharms, that her heart~siok lovers
are become reversed to the feelings of human woe; and with the great -
hurvy and bustle of the russet slaves employed in all the drudlgeries
of the western 1sles, and maritime shore, in the oruel and involuntary-
service of her voluptuousness, having so dazzled their eyes, and
bereaved them of all sensibility, that their hearts are become callous
as the nether millstone, fierce as the tigers, and devoid of the natural
feelings of men? From all such enchantments we would turn away, and fly
from them as from the ravenous beast of prey, as from the weeping
crocodiles and the devouring reptiles, and as from the hoary mosters
of the deep. '
But we would look unto you, O ye multitude in the desert!
against whom there is no enchantment, neither any devination whatever,
that can prevail against you! for in your mouth there is no error
or gulle to be found, nor any fault before the throne. of God. ~And
what! th.ough your dwellings be in.all lands, and ye have no nation
or kingdom on earth that ye can call yow:" own, and your ocamp bé
surrounded with many enemies, yet you have a place of defence, an
invineible fortress, the munitions of rocks for your refuge, and the
shield of your ancinted is Almighty; and behold his buckler is
strong, and his sceptre is exalted on high, and the
throne of
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of his dominion and power ruleth over all, But in the day that we
shall be spoken for, if we find you a wall, we would build upon you
a place of silver; and if you find us a door, inclose us with boards
of cedar, for we long, and would to God that e lcnged more, to enter
into your fortress, and follow you to your happy retreat. Then
might we, like you, stand undaunted before our foes, and with more
than heroic sullenmness at all their cruel tortures, highly disdain
their rage, and boldly dare them to do their worst. For you, O ye
friends of the Most High, when you die, when ye are persecuted and
slain, when you fall in the combat, when you die in the battle, it is
youl only you, that come off conquerors, and more than congquerors
through him that loved you! And should it yet be, as it has often
been, that your foes might pursue you with thelr usual arrogance and
prersecuting rage, and cause you to die cruelly veiled in a curtain
of blood, lo! your stains are all washed away, and your wcuands and
fears will soon be healed, and yourselves will be then invested with
a robe of honour that will shine in whiteness for ever new, and your
blood that was shed by the terrific rage of your foes, will testify '
against them, and rise up in grandeur to you, as an infringement of
gold floating in glory, and as his robe of honor which flames in
eternal crimson through the heavens., But we envy no man, but wish
them to do good, and not evil; and we want the prayers of the goud,
and wherever they can to help us; and the blessing of God be with
all the promoters of righteousness and peace.

But wherefore, 0 beloved, should your watchmen sit still, when
they hear tell that the enemy is invading all the out-posts and camp

' of
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of the British empire, where many of your dwellings are?- Are they
all fallen asleep, and lying down to slumber in assimilation with the
workers of iniquity? Should nct those who are awake, arise, and
glve the alarm, that others may arise and awake also? And should
not they who feareth the name of the Lurd, and worship-in his holy
temples, Let judgment to run down as wéters, and righteousness.
as_a mighty stream? But why think ye prayers-in churches and chapels-
only will do ye good, if your charity do not extend to pity and regard
your fellow oreatures perishing through ignorance, under the heavy
yoke of subjeotion and bondage, to the oruel and avaricious oppres-
sion of brutish frofligate men; and when ‘bOjbh the injured, and their -
oppressors, dwell in such a viecinity as equally to claim your regard? .
The injurers, oppressors, enslavers, and murderers of others, -eventual=
ly bring a ourse upon themselves, as far as they destroy, in:]iiré,
and -oruelly and basely treat those under their subjection andunla:w-
ful bondage. And where such a dreadful pre—eminence of iniquity
abounds, as the admission of laws for tolerating slavery and ﬁoked-
ness, and the worst of robberies, not only of men's properties, but -
themselves; and the many inhuman murders and cruelties occasioned . -
by it: If it meets with your approbation, it is your sin, and you
are then as a conniver and confederator with those workers of wioked-
negs; and if you give it a sanctlon by your passive obedience, it
mamifests that you are gone over to those brutish enemies of-méﬁld.nd
and can in no way be a true lover of your king and country, |
Wherefore it ought to be the universal endeavour, and the ardent
wish, of all the lovers ef
God
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God as the Saviour of men, and of all that delight in his Ways of
righteousness, and of all the lovers of their country, and the friends
of manld.nd,~and of: every real patriot in the land, and of every
man and woman thaet dwelleth therein, and of all those thet have amr
pretence to charity, generosity, sensibility and humanity, and who-
ever has any regard to innocence and virtue, to plead that slavery,
with all its great and heinous magnitude of iniquity, might be aboli-
shed throughout all the British dominions; and from henceforth to
hinder and prohibit the ocarrying on of that barbarous, brutish amd
inhumen traffic of the slavery and commerce of the human species,
wherever the .power and influence of the British empire extends.
And in doing this, and always in doing righteously, let the glory
‘and ‘honour of it be alone asoribed unto God Most High, for his great
merch and goodness to you; and that his blessings and unbounded
beneficence may shine. forth upon you, and upon all the promoters of
it: and that it may with great honours and advantages of peace’ and
prosperity be ever resting upon the noble Britons, and upon their -
most worthy, most eminent and august Sovereign, and upon all his
government and the people under it; and that the streams thereof
mey run down in righteousness even to us, poor deplorable Africans,
- And we that are partioularly concerned would humbly join with
all the rest of our brethren and countrymen in complexion, who have: -
been grievously injured, and who jointly eand separately, in a1l the '

language of grief and woe, are humbly imploring and earnestly entreat-

ing the most respectful and generous people of Great Britain, ‘that”
LIRS . . they would consider us, and have mercy and
compassion

’
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compassion on us, and to take away that evil that your enemies; as well
as our oppréésors, are doing towards’us, and csuse them to desist.from
thelr evil treatment of the poor and despised Africans, before it be
too.late; and to restore that justice end liberty which is our natural
right, that we have been unlawfully deprived and cruelly wronged
of and to deliver us from that captivity and bondage which we now
suffer under, in our present languishing state of exile and misery.
And we humbly préy that God may put it into the minds of the noble
Britons, that they may have the honor and advantage of doing so great
good to many, and to extend their power and influence to do good afar;
and that great good in abundance may come down upon themselves, and
upon all their government and the peoplé under it, in every place
belohging to the British'empire. But if the people and the legisla-
ture' of Great Britain altogether hold their peace at such a time as
this, and even laugh at our calamity as heretofore they have been
wont to do, by making merchandize of us to enrich themselves Wi th our -
msery and distress: we sit like the mourning Mordecei's at their
gates cloathed in sackoloth; and, in this advanced era, we hope God
in his Providence will rise up a deliverance for us some other'wéy;'
*and we have great reason to hope that the time of our deliverénoe?isf
fast drawing nigh, and when the great Babylon of iniquity will fell,

 And whereas we oonsider our Qase'before God of the wholetuniverse,
the Gréoidhs‘Fathér ana Saﬁiour of‘mén; we will look unto him for
halpvand'deliverance. The"cry of our affliction is already gone up

B f ' before him, and he will hearken

to
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to the voice of our distress; for he hears the cries and groans. of
the oppressed, and professes that if they cry at all unto him, he will
hearken unto them, and deliver them, For the oppression of the poor,
for the sighing of the needy, now will I arise saith Jehovah, and will
set him in safety from him that puffeth at him, or that would ensnare
him, (Psa, xii. 5) And I know that Jehovah will maintain the ocause
of the afflicted, and the right of the poor, (Psa. cxl. 12), Where-
fore it is our duty to look up to a greater deliverer than that of
the British nation, or of any nation upon earth; for unless God glves
them repentance, and peace towards him, we can expect no peace or deli-
verance from them., But still we shall have cause to trusf, that God
who made of one blool all the nations and children of men, and who
gave to all equally a natursl right to liberty.; that he who ruleth
over all the kingdoms of the earth with equal providential ju@:&ioe,
shell then make enlargement and deliverance to arise to the grievously
injured, and heavy oppressed Africans from enother place.

And as we look for our help and sure deliverance to come -from God
Most High, should it not come in an apparent way from Great Britain,
whom we oonsider as the Queen of nations, let her not think to escape
more than others, if she continues to carry on oppression and injustice,
and such pre—eminent wickedness against us: for we are only seeking
.that justice may be done to us, and what every righteous nation ought
to do; and if it be not done, it will be adding iniquity to iniquity
against themselves., But let us not suppose that the inhabitaiits of
the British nation will adhere to the ways of the.proﬂigate: Yor such

is
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is the way of an adulterous woman; she eateth, and wipeth her mouthj;
end saith, I have done no wickedness. But rather let us suppose,

that whereas iniquity hath abounded, may righteousness much more
abound, For the wickedness that you have done is great, and wherever
your traffic and colonies have been extended it is shameful; and the
great injustice and cruelty done to the poor Africans crieth to heavem
against you; and therefore that it may be forgiven unto you, it '
ories aloud for universal reformation and national repentence, But-
let it not suffice that a gracious call from the throne is inviting
you. " To a religious observance of God's holy laws, as fearing, lost
God's wrath and indignation, should be provoked against you; but in
your zeel for God's holy law, because of the shameful transgrgasioxi
thereof every man, every woman hath reason to mourn apart, and every -
one that dwelleth in the land ought to mourn and sigh for all the
abominations done therein, and for the great wickedness oarried on
thereby. . Lo SR

And now that blessings may come instead of a ourse, and that
many beneficent purposes of good might speedily arise and flow from
it, and be more readily promoted: I would hereby presume to offer

the following considerations, as some outlines of a general reforma~
tion whioch ought to be established and carried on. And first, I
would propose, that there ought to be days of mourning and faétin‘g
appointed to make enquiry into that great and pre-eminent evil for
many years past carried on against the Heathen nations, and the horri~ .
ble iniquity of making merchandize of us, and oruelly enslaving the
poor Africans: and that you might seek grace and repentance, and
find mercy and forgiveness before God Omnipotent; and that hel may

glve
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glve you wisdom and understanding to devise what ought to be done,
Seoondly, I would propose that a total abolition of slavery
should be made and proclaimed; and that an universal emancéipation
of slaves should begin from the date thereof, and be carried on in
the following menner: That a proclamation should be caused to be
made, setting forth the Antichristian unlawfulness of the slavery and
commerce of the human species; and that it should be sent to all the
oourts and nations in Europe, to require their advice and assistance;
and as they may find it unlawful to carry it on, let them whosoever
will join to prohibit it, And if such a proclamation be found ad- .
visable to the British legislature, let them publish it, and cause it .
to be published, throughout all the British empire, to hindef and
prohibit all men under their government to traffic either in buying
or selling men; and, to prevent it, a penalty might be made against
it of one thousand pounds, for any men either to buy or sell another
man, And that it should require all slave-holders, upon the 4mﬁedi—
ate information thereof, to mitigate the labour of their slaves to
that of a lawful servitude, without tortures or oppression; ahd that.
they should not hinder, but cause and procure some suitable means of: '*
instruction for them in the kmowledge of the Christian religion.
And agreeable to the late royal Proclamation for the Encourageilent
of Piety and Virtue, and for the preventing end punishing.of Vice,
Profaneness and Immorality; that by no means, under any pretehqe ‘
whatsoever, either for themselves or their masters, the slave?junder
their subjection should not be suffered to work on the Sabbath days,
' ' ' unless it be such works as néoessity
and
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and merch may require. But that those days, as well as some other
hours seleoted for the purpose, should be appropriated for the time
of their instruction; and that if any of their owmers should not
provide such suitable instruotors for them, that those slaves should
be taken away from them and given to others who would maintain end
instruct them for their labour, And that it should be made known
to the slaves that those who had been above seven years in. the is~
lands or elsewhere, if they had obtained any competent degree of know=-
ledge of the Christian religlon, and the laws of civilization, and
had behaved themselves honestly and decently, that they should imme-
diately become free; and that their owners should give them reasonable
wages and maintenance for their labour, and not cause them to go
away unless they could find some suitable employment elsewhere., And
acoordingly, from the date of their arrival to seven years; as they
arrive at some suitable progress in knowledge, and behaved themselves
honestly, that they should be getting free in the course of that time,
and at the end of seven years to let every honest man and woman be-
come free; for in the course of that time, they would have sufficiently
paid their owners by their lsbour, both for their first purpose,
and for the expences attending their education. By being thus -
instructed in the course of .seven years, they would become tractable
and obedient, useful labourers, dutiful servants.and good subjeets;
‘and Christian men might have the honor and happiness to see many of -
them vieing with themselves to praise the God of their salvation.
And it might be another nesessary duty for Christians, in the course
' of
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of that time, to make enquiry concerning some of their friends and 4

relations in Africa: and if they found any intelligent persons

amongst them, to give them 'as good education-as they could; and find

out a way of recourse to their friends; that as soon as they had

made sny progress in useful learning and the knowledge of the Christ-

ian religion, they might be sent back to Africa, to be made useful

there as soon and as meny of them as could be made fit for instruot-

ing others, The rest would become useful residentors in the colo-

nies; where there might be employment enough given to all free people,

with sultable wages according to their usefulness, in the improvement

of land; and the more encouragement that could be given to agriculture,

and every other branch of useful industry, would thereby increase

the number of the inhabitents; without which any country, however

blessed by nature, must continue poor. . R
And thirdly, I would propose that a fleet of some ships of war s

should be immediately sent to the coast of Africa, and particularly

where the slave trade is carried on, with falthful men to direct that

hone should be brought from the coast of Africa without thelr own

oonsent and the approbation of thelr friemnds, and to intercept all

merchant ships that were.bringing them away, untll such a scrutiny

was made, whatever nation they belonged to. And, I sould suppose,

if Great Britain was to do enything of this kind, that it yould meet

with the general approbation and assistance of other Christian nations;

but whether it did or not, it could be very lawfully done at all the }

British forts and settlements on the coast of Africa; and partiocular -

remonstrances i
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remonstrances could be given to all the rest, to warn them of the con-
sequences of such an evil and enormous wicked traffic as 1s now car-
ried on, The Dutch have some orocodile settlers at the Cape, that
should be called to a particular account for their murders and inhu-
man barbarities., But all the present governors of the British forts
and factories should be dismissed, and faithful and good men.a}ippinted
in their room; and those forts and faotqries, which at present are
a den of thieves, might be turned into.shepherd's tents, and have
good shepherds sent to oall 't?hevﬂoqks to feed beside them, Then
would doors of hospitality in abundance be operied in Africa to supply
the weary travellers, anu that immense abundence which they are en-
riched with, might be diffused afar; but the oharacter of the inhabi-
tants on the west coast of Africa, and the rich produce of thé;li' ooﬁn‘try
have been too long misrepresented by avaricious plunders and .
merchants who deal in slaves; and if that oountry was not annually
ravished and lald waste, there might be a very considerable pro-
fitable trade carried on with the Africsns. And, should the noblé |
Britons, who have often supported their own liberties with their
Iives and fortunes, extend thelr philanthropy to abolish the alavery
and oppression of the Africans, they might have settlement_s _apg many
kingdoms united in a friendly alliance with themselves, which might
be made greatly to their own adva.ntage, as well as they might have
‘the happiness of being useful to promoting the prosperity and feli-
oity of others, who have been oruelly injured and wrongfully dealt
with, Were the Africans to be dealt with in & friendly manner, as by
 dogrees
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degrees they became to love learning, there would be nothing in their
power, but what they would wish to render their service in return for
the means of improving thelr understanding; and the present British
faotories, -and other settlements, might be enlarged to a very great
extent, And as Great Britain has been remarkable for ages past, .for
encouraging arts and s¢iences, and may now be put in competition with
any nation in the known world, if they would take compassion on the
inhabitants of the coast of Gulnea, and to make use of such means s
would be needful to enlighten their minds in the knowledge of‘..‘ Chris-
tlanity, their virtue, in this respect, would have lts own reward.,
And as the Africans became refined and established in light and*know-
ledge, they would imitate their noble British friends, to impnove
their lands, and make use Af that industry as the nature of thej_r
country might require, and to supply those that would trade with them
with such productions as the nature of their climate would prg&;’xoe;
and, in every respect, the fair Britons would have the prefergggée
with them to a very great extent; and, in another respeoct, thej
would become a kind af first ornament to Great Britain for her tender
and ocompassionate care of such a set of distiessed poor igzorén,'@: pen—
rle. And were the noble Britons, and their august Soverei@,-fto
ocause protection and encouragement to be given to those Afr:loana,
they might expect in a short time, if need required it, to reod.ve
from thence great supplies of men in & lawful way, either for :Lndush‘y‘
or defence; and of other things in abundance, from so great & aourae,
where everything is luxurious and plenty, if not laid waste by
“barbarity and gross ignorance.
Due
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.Due engouragement - being given to sa great,.so. just,-and such a noble
undertaking, would, K sogn bring more revenue in & righteous way to the
British nation, that ten times-its: shere in all the profits that
slavery can produce®; and sush a laudable example would inspire
every generous and .enterprising mind to imitate so great and worthy
a nation, for establishing religien, justice, and equity to the Afri-
cans, and, in doing this,. woull.d,’be,heldfin the highest esteem by ell
men, and be admired by all the world, ‘

‘ These three preceding considerations may suffice at present to
shew that some plan might be adopted in such a manner as effeotually
ta relieve the grievances and oppression of the Africans, ad to bring

" great honour and blessings to that.nation, and to all men whosoever

wouid endeavour to promote so great good to mankind; .and it might

render more conspicuous adventages to the noble Britons, as the first
daers of it, and greater honour than, the finding of Amerioa was at
first to those that made the discovery: Thongh several difficulties - :
mey seem to arigse at first, and the good to be sought after may ap-. :
pear as remote and unknown, as it was to explore the unknown region:.-.
of the Western . .Ocean;

e e e L s

. A gentleman of my acqu a:!.ntaaoe told me that if ever he hears
of” any‘thing of this kind taking place, he has a plan in contempla-
tion, which would, in some eq-uitable manner, produce from one -
million to ﬁi‘teen millions sterling to the British government annually,
as it might be required; of which & due’ proportlon of that revenue would
be paid by the Africans; and that it would prevert all smuggling ahd
111dcit traffio; in a great measure, prevent running into debt, long
imprisonment; and all wilawful bankruptoies; effectually prevent all
dishonesty and swindling, and almost put an end to all robbery, fraud
and thef't.

should
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should it be sought after, like the intrepid Columbus, if they do not
find kingdoms of wealth by the way, they may be certain of finding
treasures of happiness and peace in the end, But shouid there be
any yet alive deserving the infamy end character of all the harsh
things which I have asoribed to the insidious carriers on of the sla-
-very and commerce of the humen species, they will certainly object to
enything of this kind being proposed, or ever thought of, as doing
so great a good to the base Blagk Negroes whom they make their prey.
To such I must say again that it would be but a Just oommutation for
what cannot be fully restored, in order to make restoration, as far
as oould be, for the injuries already done to them, And some may ..
say that if they have v?ages to pay to the labourers for manufactur-
ing the West India productions, that they would not be able 'Fo sell
them at such a price as would suit the European market, unless all
the different nations agreed to ralse the price of their oomqu:ities
in proportion, Whatever bad neighbours men may have to deal ﬁ:?.th,~
let the upright shew themselves to be honest men, and that diff‘ioulty
which some may fear would be but small as, there can be no reas;)n
for men to do wrong because others do so; but ap to.what is cdlistmed
in Great Britain they oould raise the price in proportion, amd it
would be better to sip the West India sweetness by paying a 1little
more money for it (if 1t “should be found needf‘ul) than to drinfc the
blood of 1niq1d.ty at a pheaper rate. I know several ladies in Eng~
land who refuse to drink suger in their tee, because of the ormel in-
Juries done to the Black People employed in the culture of it st the
Weost Inaies. _ But should 1%
cost
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cost the West Indians more money to have their manufactories carried
by the labour of freeman than with slaves, it would be attended with
greater blessinés and advantages to them in the end. ‘What the wagea
ahouldv be for the labour of freemen, 1s a question not so easily
determined; yet I should think that it always ought to be something
more than mérely viotuals and elothes; and if a man works by the dsay,
he should have the three hundredth part of what might be estimated as
sufficient to keep him in necessary olothes and provisions for a year,
and, added to that, such wages of reward as their usefulness might
require, Something of this kind should be ebserved in free oomﬂrles,
and then the price of provisions would be kept at such a rate
as the industrious poor oould 1ive, without being oppressed and sere-
wed down to work for nothing, but only barely to live, 4ind we;’é
every civilized nation where they boast of liberty, so ordered by
its government, that some gersral and useful employment were pibvided
for every industrious man and woman, in such a mammer that none should
stand still and be 1dle, and have to say that they could not get"
employment, so long as there are barren lands enough at home and
ebroad sufficient to employ thousands and millions of people more
than there are, This, in a great measure; would prevent thieves -
and robbers, and the labour of many would soon enrich a nation, But
those employed by the general community should only have their mainte-
nandoe either given or estimated in money, and half the wages of
others, which would make them seek out for something else whengver
they oould, and half a loaf would be better than no bread., The men

" that
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that were employed in this manner, would form an useful militia, end
the women would be kept from a state of misery and want, and from
following a 1life of dissolute wickedness. Liberty and Freedom, where
people may starve for want, oan do them but 1little good. We want
many rules of oivilization in Africa; but, in many respects, we may
boast of some more essential liberties:than any of the civilized
hations in Burope enjoy; for the poorest amongst us are never :Ln
dlstress for want, unless some genersl and universal cajamlty happen
;to us., But if any nation or society of men were to observe the":fl_.aws
of God, and to keep his commandments, and walk in the way of righteéous-
ness, they would not need to fear the heat in sultry hot climates,
nor the freezing inclemency of the cold, and the storms and hurricanes
would not hurt them at all; they might soon see blessings and ﬁlonty
in abundance showered down upon their mountains and valleys; and if
his beneficence was sought after, who martials out the drops of the
dew, and bids the winds to blow, and to carry the clouds on their
wings to drop down their moisture and fatness on what spot soevér he
pleaseth, and who causeth the genial rays of the sun to warm and
cherish the productions of the earth in every place according to that
temperatur_e which he sees meet; then might the temperate climes c'xf
Great Britain be seen to vie with the rich land of Canasn of old,
which is now, because of the wickedness of its inhsbitants, in oom-
parison of what it was, as only a barren desert. '

Particular thanks is due to every one of that humane society af
frorthy and respectful gentlemen, whose liberality hath supported many

of
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of the Black poor about London. Those that honour their Maker have
mercy on the poor; and many blessings are upon the head of the just:.
may the fear of the Lord prolong their days, and cause their men;ory
to be blessed,. end may their number be increased, to £111 the:Lr expeota-
tion with gladness; for they have not only commiserated the poor
in gemeral, but even those which are accounted as beasts, and imputed
as vile in the sight of others. The part that the British govern-
ment has taken to cooperate with them has certainly a flattering
and laudable appearance of doing some good; and the fitting out
ships to supply a company of Black People with olothes and provisions,
and to carry them to settle at Slerra Leone, in the West coast of
Africa, as a.free colony to Great Britain, in a peaceable aJJiag;oe
with the inhabitants, has. .every,a.ppeaiance of honour, and the .approba-
tion of friends. Aoccording to the plan, humenity hath made its
appearance in & more honorable way of colonisation, than any (‘;b,;'].stl.an
natlon have ever done before, and may be productive of much gobd., if
they continue to, éhcourage and support them. But after all there
is some. doubt whether their own flattering expeotation in the ma.nner ‘
as set forth to them, and the hope of their friends may not be defeated
and rendered abortive; and there is some reason to fear, that. they.
never will be settled as intended, in any permanent and peaoea'bi:e way
at Slerra Leone. v |
This prospect of settling a free colony to Great Britain 1n a
peaceable alliance with the inhabitants of Africa at Sierra Leone,
has neither altogether met with the oredulous approbation of the
Africans here, nor yet been sought after with any prudent end right
plan by the promoters of
it.
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it. Had a treaty of agreement been first made With the inhabitants
of Africa, and the terms and nature of such a settlement fixed upon,
and its situation and boundery pointed out; then might the Africens,
and others here, have embarked with a good prospect of enjoying hap-—
piness and prosperity themselves, and have gone with a hope of 'being
able to render the:].r services, in return, of some advantage to their
friends and benefactors of Great Britain, But as this was not done, ‘
and as they were to be hurried away at all events, come of them after
what would; and yet, after all, to be delayed in the ships before
,the'y"ﬁere set out from the coast, until many of them have perished
with cold, and other disorders, and severél of the most intelligent
among them are dead, and others that, in all probabillty, would have
been most useful for them were hindered from going, by means of some
disagreea'ble Jealousy of those who were appointed as governors, the
great prospect of doing good seems &ll1 to be blown away. And s0 1t
appeared to some of those who are now gone, and at last, hapha:ard
were obliged to go' who endeavoured in vain to get away by plunging
into the water, that they m:l.ght if possible wade ashore, as dreading ‘
the prospect of their wretched fate, and as beholding their perilous
situat.l.on, having every prospect of difficulty and surrounding danger,
What with the death of same of the ‘original promoters and propo-
sers of this charitable undertaking, and the death and deprivation of
others that were to share the benefit of it, and by the adverse motives
of those employed to be the conductors thereof we think it will be
more than what can be well expected, if we ever hear
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of any gi')od in proportion to so great, well-designed, laudable and -
expensive charity, Many more of the Black People still in this
6ountry would have, with great gladness, embraced the opportunity,
longing to reach their native land; but as the old saying is, 4 bumt
phild dreads the fire, some of these unfortunate scns and daughters

of Africe have been severally unlawfully dregged away from their native
abodes, under varidus pretences, by the insidious treachery of others,
and have been brought into the hands of barbarous robbers and

pirates, and, like sheep to the market, have been sold into captivity -
and slavery, and thereby have been deprived of their natural liberty
and property, and every comnnection that they held dear and valt;aﬁle,
and subjected to the oruel service of the hard-hedrted brutes called,
plenters, But sotie of them, by verious services either to the public- -
or to i.ndividuals, as more partiocularly in the course of :last w, :
have gotten their liberty again “in this free country.. They are
thanki\:l for the resp:lte, ‘but ‘afraid of being ensnared again; fow

the ‘Buropean seafar.lng people in ‘gemeral, who trade to foreign. parta, -
have such a pre.judice against Black People, that they use them more -
like asses than men, = that a Black Man 43 soarcély ever safe among
them, Much assidu:l.ty was made use to persuade the Black People in.
general to embrace the opportum.'by of going W th this company of
transports, but the wiser sort declined from all thoughts .of 1'&,
unless’ they could hear of some better plan taking place for thea.r
seourlty and safety. For as it seemied prudent and obvious to- mamr R

of theﬁn taking Meed 6 ‘that ‘sacred enquiry, Doth a fountein. send
forth
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forth at the same place sweet water and bitter?. They were afraid .

that their doom would be to drink of the bitter water., For can it

be readily concelved that govermment would establish a free colony

for them nearly on the spot, while it supports its forts and garrisons,

to ensnare, merchandize, and to carry others into oéptivity and slavely.
Above fifty years ago, P, Gordon, in hig Geography, though he

was no advocate against slavery, complains of the barbarities commit- .

ted against the Heathen nations, and the base usage of the negoe

slaves subjected to bondage as brutes, and deprived of religiop as

men. His remark on the religiom of the American islends, says:

"As .for the negro slaves, their lot has" hitherto been, md still

is, to serve such Christian masters who -sufficiently declare what

"geal they have for their conversation, by "unkindly using a sérioug

divine some time ago - for only proposing to endeavour the sa.me,"

This was above half a century ago, and their unchristian bar’baﬁ,ty

is still continued. Even in the little time that I was in Greneda,

I saw a slave receive twenty-four lashes of a whip for being seen at

a church on a Sunday, instead of going to work in the fields; and

those whom they put the greatest confidence in are often se‘rveg in

the same manner.. The noble proposals offered for instructing 'El;e

heathen nations and people in his Geography, has been attended o

with great supineness and indifference. The author wishes, that

"sincere endeavours might be made to extend the limits of our Sav:lour'

kingdom with those of our own dominions; and to spread true religlon

as far as the British sails have done for traffic.” - And he. adds, "Let

our
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"our planters duly consider that to extirpate natives, is rather

a supplanting then planting a new colony; and that it is far more
honourable to overcome paganism in one than to destroy a thousand
pagans, Each convert 1s a conquest."

' To put an end to the nakedness of slavery and merchandizing of
men and to prevent ﬁurder, extirpation and dissolution is what every
righteous nation ought to seek after; and to endeavour to diffuse -
knowledge and instruction to all the heathen nations wherever they
can, is the grand duty of 211 Christian men, But while the hoxrrible’
traffic of slavery is admitted and precticed, there can be but little
hope of any good proposals meeting with sucoess anywhere; for the
abandoned carriers of it on have spread the polson of their iniquity
-wherever they come, at home and abroad. Were the iniquitous laws in
support of it, and the ﬁ?ole of that oppression and injustice aboli-
shed, and the righteous laws of Christlanity, equity, Jjustice and
humenity estoblished in the room thereof, multitudes of nations womld
flock to the standard of truth, end instead of revolting away, they
wauld count it theilr greatest happiness to be under the protection
and jurisdiotion of e righteous government. And in that respect,

in the multitude of the people is thé King's honour; but in the want -
of people, is the destruction of the Prince. -

We would wish to have the grandeur end fame of the British empire
to extend far and wide; and the glory and honor of God to be promoted
by 1t, and the interest of Christianity set forth among all the nations
wherever its influence and power oan extend; but not to be o

' o " supported

-
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supported by the insidious pirates, depredators, murderers and slave-
holders, And as it might diffuse knowledge and instruction to others,
that it might receive a tribute of reward from ell its territories,
forts and garrisons, without being oppressive to any, But contrary
to this the wickedness of meny of the White People who keep slaves,
and contrary to all the laws and duties of Christianity which the
Seriptures teach, they have in general endeavoured to keep the.Black
People in total ignorance as much as they can, which must be afgreat
dishonor to any Christian government, and injurious to the safety and.
happiness of rulers, ‘ » -

But in order to diffuse any knowledge of Christianity to the
unlearned Heathens, those who underteke to do anything thereiniought
to be wise and honest men, Their own learning, though the more the
better, is not so much required as that they should be men of the
some mind and principles of the apostle Poul; men that would hate
coveteousness, and who would hazard their lives for the cause and
gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, "I think it needless
to express how commendable such a design would be in itself
and how desirable the promotion thereof should be to all who stile
themselves Christians, of what party or profession soever they: are." -
Rational methods might be teken to have the Seriptures translated
‘into meny foreign languages; "and a competent number of young :
students of theology might be educated at home in these foreign
languages, to afford a constant supply of able men, who might yearly
go abroad, and be sufficlently qualified at their first arrivael to

undertake the great work for which they were sent." But
’ as
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as a hindrance to this, the many Anti-christian errors which are gone
abroad into the world, end all the popish superstition and nonsense,
and the various assimilations unto it, with the false philosophy
which abounds among Christisns, seems to threaten with an universal
deluée; but God hath promised to fill the world with a knowledge of
hilﬁself, end he hath set up his bow in the raticnal heavens as well
as in the clouds, as a token that he will stop the proud ways of error
and 'delusion, that hitherto they mey come, and no farthers The holy
arch of truth is to be seen in the azure paths of the pious and wise, .
and conspicuously painted in crimson over the martyrs tombs. - These,
with the golden altars of truth, built up by the reformed churches,
and many pious, good and righteous men, ‘are bulwarks that will ever
stand Q.gainst all the forts of error. Teaching would be exceedingly -
neoesséry to the pagan nations and igﬁor’an't people in every pldce and -
situation; but they do not need any unscriptural forms and -ceremonies
to be taught unto them; they can devise superstitions enough among
themselires, end church government too, if ever they need any, ' -
And hence we would egree in this one thing with that erroneous

philosopher, who has lately written An Apology for Negro Slavery,
"But i'f_'the slave 1s only to be made acquainted with the f‘orni',
without the substance; if he is only to be decked out .with the'
external trappings of religion; if he is only 4o be teaught the
uncheering pr:.nciples of gloonv superstition; or, if he is onl;r
to be inspired with the intemperate frenzy of enthusiastic fanaticiam,-.
it were better that he remeined in that -dark state, where he could
not see good from ii." But these words ‘

‘ ' intemperate,
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Intemperate, frenzy, enthusiastic, and fanaticism may be variously
applied, and often wrongfully; but, perhaps never better, or more
fitly, than to be ascribed as the genuine character of this author's
brutish philosophy; and he may subscribe to it, and the meaning of
these words, with as much affinity to himself, as he bears a relation
to a Hume, or to his friend Tobin. The poor negroes in the West Indies,
have suffered enough by such religion as the philosophers of 'the'
North produce; Protestants as they are called, are the most barbarous
slave-holders, and there are none can equal the Scotch floggers .

and negroe—drivers, and the barbarous Dutch cruelties, Perhaps as
the church of Rome begins to sink in its power, its followers may
increase in virtue and humanity; so that many who are the professed
adherents thereof, would even blush and abhor the very mention of the
oruelty and bloody deeds that their ancestors have committed; and

we find slavery itself more tolerable among them than it is in the
Protestant countries _ .

But I shall add another observation which I amn sorry to find
among Christians, and I think it is a great deficiency among the
oclergy.in general when covetous and profligate men are admitted
amongst them, who either do not know or dare not speak the truth,
but neglect their duty much or do it with such supineness that it
becomes good for nothing. Sometimes an o0ld woman selling matches
will preach a better, and a more orthod@x sermon than some of the
olergy who are only decked out (as Mr, Turnbul calls it) with the
external trappings of religion. Much of the great wickedness of
others 1ieth at their door, and these words of the Prophet are

applicable to them: &nd first,
salth
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saith the Lord, I will r ecompence their iniquity, and their sin.double;
because they have defiled my land, they have filled mine inheritance
with the carcases of their detestable and abominable things. Such
are the errors of men. Church signifies an assembly of people;
but a bullding of wood, brick or stone where the people meet together
is generally called so; and should the pepple be frightened é,way
by the many abominable dead carcases which they meet with they should
follow the multitudes to the fields,to the valleys, to the mountains, .
to-the islands, to the rivers, and to the ships, and compel them to
come in, that the house of the Lord may be filled. But when we find .
some of the covetous connivers with slave-holders, in the West Indies,
so ighorant as to dispute whether a Pagan can be baptized without .
glving him a Christien name, we cannot expect much from them or think
that they will follow after much good. No name whether Christian .
or Pagan, has anything to do with baptism; if the requisite quali-. .
ties of knowledge and faith be found in a men, he may be baptized, let
his name be what it will, ~And Christianity does not require that .
we should be deprived of our own personal name, or the name of our.- .
ancestors; but it may very fitly add another name unto us, Christian, .
or one anointed. And it might as well be answered so to that question
iR the English liturgy, What is your name? - A Christien,

"4 Christian is the highest stile of man} .
And is there, who the blessed cross wipes off
As a foul blot, from his dishonor'2 brow?

If Angels tremble, 'tis at such a sight:

The wretch they quit disponding of their charge,
More struck with grief or wonder who can tell?"

And
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And let me now hope that you will pardon me in a.ll,. that I have
been thus telling you, O ye inhabitants of Great Britain! to whom
I owe the greatest respect; to your king! to yourselves! and to
your government! And tho' many things which I have written may
seem harsh, it cennot be otherwise evaded when such horible iniquity
is transacted: and tho' to some what I have =aid may appear ay the
ratﬂing leaves of autumn, that may soon be blown away and whirled
in a vortex where few can hear and know: I must yet say, although
it 1s not for me to determine the mamner,- that the volce. of our com-
pleint implies & vengeance because of the great iniquity that you
have done, and because of the oruel injustice done unto us Africans;
and it ought to found in your esars as the rolling waves around your
circum-em-bient shores; and if it is not hearkened imto, it may yet
arise with a louder voice, as the rolling thunder, and it may. inorease
in the force of its volubility, not only to shake the leaves of the’
most stout in heart, but to rend the mountains before them and to
cleave in pileces the rocks under them, and to go on with fury to
smite the stoutest oaks in the forest; and even to make that which
is strong and wherein you think that your strength lieth, to become
a stubble and as the fibres of rotten wood that will dc you no’
good, and your trust-im it will become a snare of infatuation to you§

FINISH,
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